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by Willlams.” A coufesslon on Richard's

purt would be bad enough. but to be
forced to mdmit the necusation of o
sérvamt would be Infinitely worse
Bills, too, seemed aware of the situs:
tlon apd was determingd to muake the
most of It, as was shown by his next
remark. i )

“Mr, Willlums,” he began, with the
sonfidence of holding the whip hand,
“I'm not disposed to make frouble,
alr, though it do go against me to be
decelvin’ people. 1'vé got no complaint
ng'lnst my present dooties, Mr, Wil
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Hams, sir, dn’ speclal 86 ns they s

: Coutinued from last week.

~ster® eried Mr. Vao der Awe,
elutchiug at his bedefactor's  band.
“Oh, | say"—

“Walt,” sald Richard, “I' haven't

fiulshed yet. A young mun of your
obvions histrianie talent ought falrly to
glitter In a part-like that, and, besldes,
it will give you a chance to do the de-
voted to your ladylove. Just as yau
are In the middle of “ft Miss Hurrlet
salls 1o and depounces you. Oh, It's
a bully lttle play, especlally the de
nunclation?. But you-don't mind that
on neeount of your great and glorlous
love for the bird. Miss Harrlet's re
‘murks Just roll off you Uke water
from a dock's back, Touchlng lttle
peope! Hanged If | con see how | ean
glve It up, but'—  He pauosed, sighed,
then turned f(mpulyively: “Shocks! 1
tdon't want to appeir mean. The part

is yours!"
" For hd)f & minute perhups Mr, Van
der Awe gnzed In sllence at bis gen-
erous friend, beaming with gratitude.
“Lord  Croyland,” he murwured
brokenly at last, "you're a good fellow!
il try to do the part Justice. 1-I

y i Imu* pow to thank you,"

tion

supe, you wib, t
.‘-u il Righard, with ﬂ_)f'wjz wile
of n complete martyr, “lat's play a

M of billlards.”

CHAPTER XIL

3 JCHARD, much to his chagrin
R and disgust, did not see Miss

tarrlot untll the four ladles

and the two gentlemen nat
down (o luncheon. To one thing he
 had ?me up his wind defoltely—be
would follow Mr. Cerrigan's, advice
and brazen It out, pulting his faith
fn luck, but belplug Inck along with
“afsurance. From the oppoaits side of
the table the fulr Imogene cast lan-
gulshing glinces 1n his direction, while
on his left the anclent Miss Bchermeor.
Ay grew positively sprightly and cov-
ered hlm with & Gatllug gun of per
plexing questions, BShe wanted ‘au-
“thentl® iInformuation regarding barens,
earls and noble dukes, to all of which

Richurd gave ready but duaimt as-
swers—answers that might have caused
_the English aristocrucy to rise lu one
wvast, furlous mass and Iyoch him
without formalities of trial or benelt
of clorgy,

. “How different it 18 from what we
read lo novelw,” sald Mrs, Renwyrk.

*I'm afrald our American authors are
Il informed. Renlly, they ought to
travel more"”

“They travel emough, but 1 fancy
“they do not get Into the best soclety
abroad,” snggosted Mlss Hchermerly.
“1 shall prepare & paper upon that
vory subject for the Woman's Liter-
ary league. Would you have nny ol
Jection, Lomd Croxland, if [ quoted
you na an anuthority ¥

“Not In the loast"” sald Richard gal-
lantly. “In fact, iy dear Miss Scher-
morly, 1 should be hotored—vantly so."

e smiled on himsolf at the thonght
of the real Lord Cmoyland should that
goutlgman ever chance to read the pa-
r«-r In gquestion, bot that was Croy-
mnd's aftalr, not his

“1 will bring my notebook into the
library this afternoon’ the apelent
one stated, and, with n Smile to Rieh
ard, “Could you belp me then, do you
think ¥

“1 ghould bLe most pleassd” sald
Richard, with an answerlng smile
“but | fear 'm enganged to Miss e
wyck this afternoon for quite a long
homseback ride At anothes thine 1
sl be charmed, | assure you'

Misk Harriet started, She was on
aware of any such cogagement, but
potuehow  the Iden Al not disploase
her. She smiled am) offered to release
Lord CUroylamd, bot that  guntienann
woulldl not hear of it

“Hy the way." sakl Miss Harret In
order (o chatge the sublact, “linogeme
tells e that you have agresd to take
part o our Hetle play It s awfully
good of you to help us ont*

UNot ut ol answersd Richacd, with
prouounesd  sadness It s on pleuss
gre 1o serve you o any way”

Mp, Van der Awe In thunddrstrock
mudrement sinred blankly scross e
sl

attering upon his plate
b began, bot Atiehs
M arresie] forther speech by a =swilt

“Oh, | say

wre was slitoee for 0 mo
s Renwyek spoke

sieia 1o be overvontho
Lord Croyinud,

Kk the part wonld soit

# prospdet

conslilored her wonds

\Whied Tor hls monoele
1 r anothot Ky i
nastle exw with bLis left eve and
slihed win
The part,” te stated, with a slow
drowl, “is r ¢ 1 vudarstsnd
- but—aln I by perfectly  camll
Miss Renwyvek
The bndies A bredth assied him
thint that » t what they wished
0 he coullbued, strag; g with it
Dt v s i1l
“T'vé new Poue 1 Tor that sort of
thing —or-but wuiv atnl ifema with

sFegrul that 1 cavsed & fa

welf for the mke of her foolish whims,

firnt of all.

| conld b prostpispned

|m:.1.h-h I servant you seem to be do

while Lin balf misd fors rell |

light” Richard made no answer, and
S Bills continned, *1 might—1 say
wtopld at such things —really, you might—be ludooced to sthy on, sir, for
know, abominable. It ts rather the | A small advance of two hundud pun,
duty of o goest to comply with the with a promise of another one to
wishes of his hostess, and I feel It In, [ come.”
cumbent upon me to make a trial of | "1 dare siy you might," " assented
the role. even If the outcome bolds me | Richard, with ‘fronlc’ célm quite lost
up ta open ridicule. We Englishmen | 9poti the man, “Anything eise?
appenr o bit eccentric to Americans, 1 [/ “Yes ‘wlr. 1 fancy Mr. - Renwyck
am fully awaere, bot nevertheless it would dea ax well as that — maybe
hurts nt times when"— more.”

fe paussd and looked at his plate In “Probably,” agrecd Richard. “He's
deep confusion, Miss Harriet blushed richer, than 1 aod Incllupd to be more
furlously, She had woundedsher guest | Kenerons. Try it by all menns, Bills
vawlittingly and wos sincerely sorry. 1 should hate to mu:d In the way of
Tord Croylaod, whe thought, was act- | Your making an fhonekt penny or two."
Ing very nobly in thus' sacrificing him- The Texan bégnn 7 nndress, while
the surprised valel stnred st him in
wonder. He LA rather cxpected a
scene, Lt hin muste’s eany acceptance
of the blackmalling schemn took him
unawares. Ile
plused by this veeiniugly

reception of hiwstgtement, s bomb-
shell, which be had chircged so elabo
sntely, seemed to be bpnging fire. Tle

rus not wo sure that Mr Renwyck

ould pay for his Hiformation after
all,and & birA In the hapd is worth
many on the wing, expeclilly to an in
ebrinte, whose facllitles for bird catcl-
fog are Hmited.

“I'd—I'd rather stay with yoo, sir”
He fultered piresently, with a sogges-
tlon of comprémise; podt to shy sur
rendér, in his tones,

vHult yoorself," smiled Richard get-
fally, wore indifferent than ever
“The mutier s of teo little lmportance
to trouble over—really, Get me out
that palr of dove colored rlding breech-
en, %0 Tong ik you are here, will you™

The valet hrought the desired article
and, looking lis master squarely In the
Aacn, sutnmongd the last vestige of his
artifielally supplied courage and made
a fnal bold attempt at blackmalling
him:

“WHl you give me two hundud pun,
sir, or won't you, now ™

“Conldn't think of It lnughed the
Texan lightly. “l made a bargaln with
you, and you break It at your own risk.
Now, bring me Lord Croyland's second
best pair of riding boots. The new
onea nre o trifle sinall and pinch my
toes dumnably. That's right. Thank
you." ' He looked up with & happy
smile. “It's your deal, Woolsey. What
do you contemplate dolng next?”

The valet had been thinking hand
He had one more ahaft in hia quiver
and belleved It would reach its mark.

“I've decllled, »ir," he stated as he
swaggered heross the room, “not to
say nothink to Mr. Renwyek nat all
The Wnformation wight be worth a
good deal more ‘to Mr, Reawyck's
daughter,”

Richard wanted to strangle him aon
the spot; yet, strange to say, be acted
very différently,

“Ah'™ he exclalmed, with a look of
open admiration, “] had thought of
that, but forgot to mention it. Pardon
wy negligence, eally, Cardinal, ‘you
have g brillinot mind, so ecclesianticnl

and she ought to bave consulted him
fihe made pp her mind at
once nod turned to him Impulsively,

“Lotd Croyland,” she #sald, “1 beg
yot to belleve me when | kay fhut 1
‘nover ‘thought for an lnstant of hold-
ing you up to ridicule, Won't you for-
give me? It was aplendld of you to
agreo, and—there—we won't have the
play at all!" .

“But, my dear Miss Renwyck,” Rich-
ard proteatod, 1 should feel Frightful-
Iy cut up If you almodoped It on my
acepunt. Do go on with 1, Perbaps
I sbhan't be mo Jolly bad after all. 1"

All four Indies immediately took up
the cudgels against hlm untll his polite
protests grew weAker and wenker,
finally subalding in & suggestion that
relleved the sltuation from every point
of view, ol

“Why not bave Mr. Van der Awe do
the part?' he asked, with s beaming
ewmile directed at that young gentle
man. "You'd do It splendidly, old
chap, and | xhall e uncommonly
obliged to you™ ‘

Amid & ehorus of Rpproval the young
lover accepted blushingly, while Hich
ard hot only freed’ himeelf of & hate-
ful task, but becnme & hero ‘and. a
genlus in the eyes of the entire party,

As they passed out of the dining |
room Cornellus plucked Rlchard's
sleeve and whispered:

“Hee here; 1 thought you sald you
couldn't act?™

“Can't,” returned the Texan, with a
‘aly wink. “Ihat wak what you Amer-
leans call biuff, but if you let on 1"l
wring your peck.”

The Earl of Croyland pro tewm, pro-
cended Lo his rooms with the object
of arraying himself in & certain riding
suit In the wardrobe of the Earl of
Croyland, In acty, which would have
made n cow puncher snort with dls-
daln, but which Richard in his pres
ent state of mind rather longed for
Cettalnly he bad no faukt to find elther
with his protolype's taste or tallor
On entering his dressing room he was
greeted by n slght which fairly took
hig breath away, and he was not ensily
surprised, either. In A corner opposite
the door stocd & handsome worrels
chalr, 1o the chafr sprawled Mr. Wool
sey Bils holding & tumbler in one hand
and Richard's beandy Ansk In the oth.
or. One-thind of the orlginel contents
was still In the glnss; the other two
thirds was obiviously In Bills, for that
worthy sinllod pleasantly at bhis mas
ter apnd minde ne attempt to rise or (o |
npologlre for his extraordinary
duet |

flehard's frst (mpulse wad o take |
the offender by the seraff of the neck |
nud kick bl soundly through his
host's baroninl balls, repeating the al
tention until his valet reached n point
sopiewhers  Devond the HRenwyeks'
front ente, bot on secand thought |
changed hils mind,  Flest and forethiont
be wanted (nformation: The kivking
Thoere wonhl bo
thime Enough for that ater

“Waell

|

Bils" he began, with o dush

of sarcanin o hls volew, “for g recentls

Femnpkubly well

Yes, sir" returned the valet, with
the dtmost complaceucs: “U'm O
nieete, thmnk yow' He helped hi

to guother pabswilum of Hoguid choer and

beld the  glass belwess bis o)
e Mgiit “This ‘ere Lrands. sir
wguml good s wal we ‘as on the other
wlile | eUs Lt thinn Ll
earl's, #l You ‘ealth wit
Kokl st ¢ cilached )
deep Mto Lits W
Il might to kwep (hom from D
nodent Tasoals collar.  What s, i ) . t e rurl's
e ! Nowever, there was thi
LA gnlned by violence, wh ]
could t learnmd throngh the e
of a lttle tuet Merefore be 8 Rl 1
his rage aml spok v \ ff K o
b kuown the Texian better he | s e - A
have reallzed that wiew Lo wad thost Aoy 1 besry, he ha Ftifled
quiet bie was most dangero
“Might 1 juite M ) 5
your present condit ! A ] § - :.I. i ‘ :
master ¥ »
“Y o, gnawernd Bllls n T, t :
neverthicioss yogult oy Juol ! t
me gt il ]
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‘mwve you w'ere 1 want you, an' you've
got m,r pay. You got o mnke it three
‘—nn' cash down nt tbhat! Now, aue
| jast time—will you or won't you?

| “No, Woolsey," sald Illhhard.”ellmiy
| drawing on his boot, #1 won't

| Rlila“‘uawkd at him sngrily and
| turned toward the door. He was drunk
| enough to put bis threat inty execu-
| tion, nud well Richard knew that such
| an exposure wouold be a deathknell to
| i hopes of winning Harriet.

“Waltl”

[ At the sbarp command the valet
turned suddenly; then his . master
shanged his tone and contlnued In an
|even volce: “Aiss Renwyck Is dreasing
for & ride with me, and at present you
san't see her, ' She will probably be
tdmvn in twenty minutes, nfter which
| vou may do as you like and be hanged
to you! [n the meantime | would be

bottle of machine oll on the closet
<holf- then find me a plece of soft
white rag."

The valet wanted to refpse, but his
servant's training, together with a cer-
tain compelling something o Richard's
eve, enforced obedience, He brought
ol of Lord Cropland's handkerchlers
from the bureny dreawer and flald it
with the bottle of machipe oil ou #
tuble lo the center of the rooln. Rich-
anl thanked him, seated Limself again
and began tearing the bandkerchief In-
to nirrow strips, while Bills stood
watching hiw, bis human curiosity be-
glnning to get the better even of his
anger,

“8it down, Cardinal” sald Richard
pleasantly. “You bave twenty min-
ntes to walt, so why hurry? [ have
found that mortls chalr to be very
camfortable Indeed. You were enjoy-
Ing It when I came (n.
spoll your afterpoon. Try It agaln.”

The valet, still wondering and un-
certiuin, took

a formidable revoiver,

barrel.
fered no explanation of his nnusual o¢

no longer,
“Hr—-beg pardon, sir,” he anked, and

of, alr?

“Meaning my gun,” returned Rich-
ard lneonieally
I wna dolng—shaving ™

slence,

Richard Legan to whistle,
merry, happy little tune, but somehow
It got on the vaket's nerves. His mind
commenced to work and draw (nfer.
ences. The gun had a very unsympa

degree by the six snormous cartridges
that the worker placed before him on
the table, He wished that the Texan
hed not placed himeelf ko as to com-
mand the only exit from the room
Presently the unervous Bllls  spoke
agnin, The effect of the brandy was
wedaring off rapldly on account of his
growing fear.

“You—yon don't expect to
lmmejit uee for that
you, Mr, Willinma?"

“Don't know," sald. itlehard ancon
cernedly. “I might, and then, again, |
might tot. It depends, Pretty litile
toy, fen't 17 Bills Heked his Ups and
anld nothing. The Texan continped
| “You see, | always try to keep It in
working order, hecause you ean never
tell when yoo've got to whip It out anid

‘ave no
'ere thing, do

get down o real enjoyable work
Why, you really wouldn't believe i,
|li'.'.-|. Lut 1 hapven't shot o wikn sinee
1 Jeft Texas—two wlhole weoks,” he
il despondently, shook his head
! then ‘-:_'.I 1 idr " "0 ] In the nis
| tols 1ok
“oenppeose,”™ sald the lot, iy e
{of dlline In the @ap of MR IR
1 § 1 4 1] ¢ovon) v,
o r—amu
W | 3l \
N vitglsd Wi
fwo A 1l 1
i
| 0 o1
mI
i ml
\ v at
1o that later. | 1 wouldn't
1, my bor: no b for £300
lown
he su v not & large one, vet the
r {1t . ! grate
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obliged If you would get me that small .

Don't let me

the indiented sent, uar
rowly watching his muaster while thie | e=——=———x - -~
Toxan crossed the room, rettromg to
the table with a xmall serewdriver aml |
He seated hlm- | .
gelf and began taking the weapon to | began the vuufortunate Blills'sgnin, feels
pleces, ofling each part carefully and fog n
then running n greasy rag through the  draft blowing on bls spine
Bills became more und more
Interested o this singular and to him
unfamijiar proceeding, but Richard of- |I tled him to a tre¢ and shot away

cupation. Afrer five minutes of utter
silence the valet eould stand the straln

the tregnor In bis volee indicated his |
uneasipess, “bot wot are you a-doin’

“What did youn think
“O.oh!" sald Bllls wnd lapsed Into

It wae n |

thetic look, which was lessened In ne |quick fngers
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“Where §s be now, sir? -

Richard shrugged his shoulders,
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sudden  and  unaceonntable

BANnk
“Well, no,” sild Richard dreamlly.
“1 dldn't. That's the funny part of It

portions of him that dido't connt”

“Count, sir?

“Yes, prrts that are not vital, you |1 Home ; »
understand—such ns gars and fngers - oaﬁ,ﬂ‘:m:m
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Once more Richard paused to laugh,
twirling bis gun around alrlly o bis
in retrospective Joy.
“Oh, 1 say!" he crled. “You just
ought to have Heard thut fellow when
| began to plek off his knuckle bones.
Kouckle bones, you know, seem to be
very sensitive to sudden shock, and in
| this particular instance 1 had oo
earthly cause 1o compinin. Perhaps
you are wondering how 1 could shoot
g0 nccurately. Well, I'l' tell you.™
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! Rlchard leaneéd forward and conflded |

o o pleased whisper, “1 had Just ollcd |

my gun."! - Bl;ﬂkhlﬂd s' Additional

| Bills now bLegan to sober up with espgnel l‘ity......‘..lﬂ s
astonlshing repldity.  His potty-like | | .
complexfon had grown grayer still, ¢ OFFICERS a
while Lis eyes were watery, wandering 1B Havs Bresfdent 1 ]
about [n the fraltiess hope of detecting J. C. Canrnis, Vice-Pres.

some avenue of escape. Even lils Imh'1 L. Gtkxy, Cashier
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seemed to stir restlessiy on his head.

hands—almost a5 much as | have pow !ﬁhi:“ﬂ:nl:'l::‘ll"f‘;::
—m0 there wasn't any hurry and rush posits subject o Chetk, C
gbout It. That was a rifle.. | had & oron demand Certlficates
hatful of cartrldges and an extrn gun + of ‘deposit or on time ¥
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nod a feellng of wedkness nnd nausen b,

camwe over him o . -

“Waot—wot became of the geatieman,
sir? he asked, with a choky ellek In
hig volee

“Gentlomno ®™ repented Richard ab
sently. "What gentloman ¥

W'y, the—target gentlemnn) sie, the
one ns was losin® parts of ‘issalf tliat
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I left him

He was nllve when

| helteve, but | rather think | ==
Lt lo the end” There

the cruws got

was anothoer pause, o which Richard i T cdiniiz
tened Intently. “Ah!" be exclplmed v OODY 1
“I belleve | hear Miss Henwyrek com S. ” M
Jownstalts. Hadn't vou better ses
her before woe go for oor ride?™
Billa brenthed hand, thought for WOO D I

then looked op timidiy

j“'.-"_ _f,.._:'fif.' me my lord,” waid Rich Y A R D |

hat the servant pearly
0 f lls chnir. "1 have no right
to that title now—since we'se parted Cor. H &3d sts. Ph‘Une 434
rompany. No; I'tm Just pialn Mre, Wil-
IS, cow puncher, man euter, any- I Load Blocks....... ..53.00
thing yon H4e except an English nobje Sstove Wood
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want toeuve you, sir. Candld, Mr 3 e 2.25
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deed 1 wi It was only the drink . (_h““h Wood
made ¢ forgit meself, Lord Wi 1 Tier Oak,, st as s ﬂ S0
s, sir--1 inean—good Gawd! M' lord 1 Tier Fir 2.25
1 won think of shootin® at my 1 T-, . i ’ q-
: ke Boues when 1 was ouly foolin’, | ler Byne. P i .s‘“m
, ( §/1 Load Sawdust...... SL0g
O, s that 11 Richard interrupted 1 ad Kindli
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