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OBSERVER'S INSINUATIONS
ARE ENTIRELY REFUTED

Local Organ of the “Ring”
Seems to Be “Seeing Things"
These Days.

Editor Courier:

The Observer of this week contaioe
the following statement: “It is easy
to understand the motive of Judge
Jowell in this sort of secret tians-
aoctioa, bot Commissioner Wertz, who
figures couonty expenditures very
clossly and bas no sx to grind, must
have beem msleep [when the little
Courier job was put through."’

Now 1 have no disposition to notica
the ungentlemanly reflection that ia
here cast at the County Court, but
lest some who read the editorial al-
luded to may not fally understand oor
work in the matter referred to, it
may be proper to make it plain,

The article in question puorports to
be a criticism of our appointment of
the Courier as the official paper of
Josephine county.

Artiole 2086 of the [Statutes of Ore-
gon provides that the County Oourt
shall, ot the Javuary term of each
year, desigoate & county offieial paper
which shall be the one having the
largest circulation in the county,

The Observer says that the ooort
was opposed to naming an official
paper lask year. This is not true
Not baving solficient evidenoce at
the time %0 epabls us to determive e
to which paper bad the largest cironla-
tion, we failed to act in the matter.
This year, however, we found that
the Courier had a circulation of abont
300 more than the Observer. Bo,
onder the law we coald do but one
thiug—obey it. There was no secret
about it as the Observer well knows.
I think that this is thefirst time that I
bawe ever been accused of official dis-
bonesty,and if 1t were not for the con-
temptible littleness of my accuser,
there might be & reckoning. Ewery
attorney and business man in Granta
Pars can testify to my disposition to
distributs patronsge equoslly avd im-
partialy. The Observer haa had the
publishing of ihe delinquent tax list
for three years. This of Itsell showa
that no partislity has beeo shown. I

'RAH FOR GRANTS PASS

They Carry off High Honors by
Defeating Roseburg and
Klameath Falls.

The members of the High sohool
debating team won great honors, Fri-
day evening, Io defeating the Rose-
barg representatives. The contest oo-
oorred in the Opers house, and the
question debated waa. ‘‘'Resolved,
That the Natoralization Laws of the
United States Shoold be Made More
Striogent.’' Grants Pass spekers had
the affirmative and the judges gave
thom their unanimous decinion.

Lfhe jodges were: W 8 Crowell
and W M Colvig, of Medfcrd and
Dr G A Martin of Tekoa, Wash,

Rossburg's debasters were: Mim
Roth Gibson, Will Thornton and Car-
lon Spencer, while Miss Olwen
Hughes, Raodle Hood and Errol
Gilkey so ably spoke for Granta Pass,

And again, Wednesday evening the
snme Grants Pass orators achisved a
remarkable victory, by defeating the
Klamuth Falls team, which bad pre-
vicusly vasuquished the Medford de-
baters.

This time the jud ges all hailed from
Jacksonville and were Hon. B F,
Mulkey, F. M, Calkins snd O, L.
Reames. They were unsuimons in
their decision, awarding the Grants
Par# team the prize. The names of
the visiting orators were as follows:
Vincent and Oarlisle Yaden and
Alezander Martin, three of Klamsth
Falls' brightest young men.

Now Grants Pass will try comeclusions
with the Marshhfield tesm, at that
Ooos Bay olty, Februsry 15,snd if suo-
oesaful there, they will have to oon-
tesl with some other team which
has been sucoessful in its district
and fipally, if there successful, have a
fioal tryout with’ the team which
stands up after all but the two have
besn defeated. It would be a great
honor if Grants Pass team covld win
ount and oarry off the final honors, and
such a thing is eotirely within fthe
range of possibilities and bere's hop-
ing that the homw forensic artists
may win the highest honurs and thos

have treated the Observer man in the
past just as 1 have tried to treat all |
other persons—kindiy ana courteously. |

STEPHEN JEWELL. |

give Grants Pass some mighty valu-
able adversising, to say nothiog of re-

flecting great oredit npoo themselvos |

pnd the Graots Puss High School.

The sata of the Merlin Mercantile COMMERCIAL CLUB'S

company was blown fopen by burglars

The thieves mecwed

Sunday nlight.
aboot $200 and two certificates of the
Glendale Luomber
enoch, nombered 8ix and 1%, and also
took ope gent's Wulthwn _aond two
Iadies’ gold watches. Tbe work ap-
pears to have been done by profes-
sionals.

company, for §10 |

HIGH SCHOOL DEBATERS

THEY'ER HEARING ABOUT
STATE OF OREGON

Many People all Over the Coun-
try Writing About Our
Attractions.

Special Correspondence
Portland, Ore., Jan. 6, 1008,

Never in the history of Uregon was
the state receiving such an emormous
amount of advertising =aa at the
present time. The writers who are
contesting for the B0 prizes ($5000)
offered by the Portland Commercial
Club, have seemingly been busy in
every state in the Union. Some of
the contestants have written a series
of articles oovering several editions
of the same newspaper, thoroughly
discussing the attractions snd re-
tources of the state. Governor Cham-
berlain will be requested to name his
three judges and they will begin
their work Febroary 1.

On the last day of the old year, the
Portland Commercial Club wired ita
greetings, on bebalf of the city aod
stute, to Presideot Roosevals, sod
within » few hours received s most
cordial reply in which the Chief Ex-
ecative wished the people of Oregon
& happy and prosperoos New Year.

Oregonians will be busy attending
conventions to be held in this oity
duriog January. The list ioclades:

Jan, 18 and J4: The Northwest Re-
tail Harness & Saddlery Manufac-
turers’ Association.
Jan, 14, 15 sod 16:
tiooltoral Bociety.

Jan. 17 and 18: Oregon State Press
Association.

Jan, 21 and 22: Retall Grocera’ As-
sooiation.

Jan. 21 and J23: Uregon Retail
Hardware & Implement Dealers' As-
socistion.

Jun, 23, 24 and 26: Pacifio Federa-
tioa of Implewent and Hardware
Dealers.

A big exenrsion from the ''Inland
Empire'' throogh Oregon snd Califor-
pia, onder the special auspices of the

Oregon Hor-

MUCH BUSINESS IN
THE CIRCUIT COURT

Court and Jury Attending to
Many Cases of More or Less
Importance.

Judge Hanpa and the jury have
been dealing Jout buochee of justice,
in the circuit ceurt, with the follow.
jog resolts: H  Wittronk wvs Gold
Pick Miniog Co., dismisssed upon
motion cf plaintiff,

F A Pierce vs 8 P Co., dismissed
by consent of both parties, without
cost to either party.

J W Baker va W J Btovall and W E
Codrey, dismissed, being settled out of
oourt,

Nioa B Lathrop, ve Modern Wood-
men of Amerioa, verdict for $8000, as
prayed for o complaint.

Robert Brown va Geo. W. Lewis,
order to enter mandate from supreme
court.

Rolla 8 Enapp vs Edgar T Wallace
ot al, same order.

Willin Eramer voa H L Wilson et al.,
same order.

Oity of Grants Pass va. Rogue River
Water Co., demurrer to answer, over
roled and case referred toF M Calkine,

Frank Dessinger ot al.,vs J T Coch-
ran, confirmation entered.

State Land Board va Wm Boverns,
defanlt and detree granted.

G P Baocking & Trost Co, ws
J F Wisecarver foreolosurs decree en-
ternd for $650.

CE Wade 'vs Amalgamated Metal
Exnloration Co,, defaclt sud deores.

When the case of the State wa
Obarles F Parker was called, she de-
fendant was allowed his freedom, the
prosecution vot havieg sufficient evi.
dence to conviot.

This afternoon the ocourt sestsnced
Irving Medley aod Ed Wetzel, the
young fellows who ‘‘tonched'’ a min-
ing mas, bere in Grints Pass, on
Christmas day, for a peat som, to the
state penitentiary for one year.

The case of the State va Joe Hen-

Spokase Chamber of Uommerce and
the Walla Walla Commercial Olab, |
will svend all day Satorday, l"lhru-l
ary Sth, io Portland, where they will
(ve given s ride over the city, lun-
| cheon sod dinver and reception by a
special Committes of the Portland

| Commercial Club. Their itioerary
also valls for brief stops at Roseburg
and Medford, The chief purpose of
[this excursion in 10 interest the thous.
\ands of toorists mnow gatbered in

dricks, the party accused of having
shot Night Watchman Swearinger,
of this oity, last fall, is Jon trial, be-
fora » jury, ss the Coarier goes to
prese,

IMPORTANT CHANGE IN
LOCAL BANKING CIRCLES

This week an
curred in looal

important ohaoge oc-
fiouncial circles, when

ANNUAL HEE“NG {Soethern Califoruia eo that they may | Hon. L. L. Jewell teudered bis resig-

Tuoesdny evening the Graots Poss
Commercinl  Club  held its aonual
meeting for the election of officers
and to transmct important bosiness,
the artendanee was good showing most
conclusively that the people of this
| community realize  the

At Kelso, Wash,, an anti-lrut!nl']mrmm of baving such an organiza-

a2ciety has  been  formed.
pledge inclades lce croam, soda witer
and lemonade it promises to develop
great popularity  among
men pext sommer.

GRANTS PASS CANNERY
MAKES FUTURE PLANS

Much interest has been taken in the
sucresa whioh has been coming to the
promoters of the new jodastry koown
u# the Grants Pass Canning Co. Al
though but ove year old,
growth and development have bewn
almost phenomioal and have far ex-
ceesded the ssoguine expectations of
those who were backing 1t up.

At the first avoonl meeting, held in
the Oommercial Clob rooms, Wednes-
day, Mavager H. C. Sampson cade
an sccount ng of his stewardship,
which was very satisfactory to the
stockholders. Whoen it 18 taken into
constderation  that the plant was
opened rather Iate last [seasom and
the sdditiopal fact that the eqoip-
ment was not Roy  too elaborste, the
showiog made was very gratifyiog

It iw proposepd 1o eulirge the plant
and be prepsred to bandie a vast
amoont of froit, vegetables and the
like this conning -eison.

vet its]

Aw the |tion 1p this locality.

Sveretary Andrews gave a compre-
hensive review of the past year's

the youug | work, and slso gave s detailed state- |

ment of the financirl standing of the

jelub, The membership was showu to | "

be 104,

When it came to the election of of-
ficers, it was onsnimonsly decided
that the present efficient corps had
done good work aod that as an en
dorsament of it's administration that

great ime |

| returs to their Enstorn homes by wav |
| of the Pacific Northwest. |
The colonist rates, which resulted |

jn bringing such & vast immigration |

10 Uregom during September and
Oetober, 1905, will be in effect for

The rate applies on all railroads,

March and April of 1008, '

nation as osshier of the Grants Pass
Banking & Trust Co,, which place he
baus held for severa]l yesrs past,

At the regulanr sonual meeting of
the stocholders, held Toesday, this
resigution was acted wpon, bat po
snccessor hus yet been seleoted.

Mr

Jawell informed the Courier

to mll rail Zpoints in Oregon, on Ilm|t"ut this wetion wae due, largely to
same ba<is as before $26 fiom Kuosas Lis health aod that for some past he

City, I*aluth;

Minoeapolis sod
from St. Louis;
| #80 from New York. The
Ipujut East of Uwmatilla, An effort|
{will be made by all the comiueroial
bodies throughout the state of Oregon
{to make these two mouths add 20,000
| to the popalation of the stete, |

No convention ever beld in Oregon

$30 | hnd been contemplsting the action, as
§180 from Chioago; | he felt that the work was entirely too
fare is|confining.
N0 Jesm on each ticket sold 0 & |regret to miss him frem this im por-

His muny friends will
tant place, bot wll will jolv in hoping
that ha will soon regain his wonted
strongth

The stookholders, st Tuesday's meet-
img elected the followlng directors:
oo, R, Riddle, E. P. Dixon. Lincoln

shionld be retained in office, which | hing received the liboral national 0otiee | gacpge, J T Tuffs, Frank Mashburn,

was accordingly done,

A request was made by the Club of
the gity coencil, that the Beventh
streat sewer be extended, 0 as to give
the Riverside public school better
Bewerage.

Attorney A H. Austin, of Kerby
addressed the Club, apd smwong other
matiers of imporiance, ne meotioned
the propostd new bridge neross Rogue
River, h:re in the city. His re-
marks were followed by others, the in-
terchange of {dess regarding such
matters proving to  be quite iwterest-
1RE.

After many minor matters bad been
disgnssad, the orgacization adjoarned
nntil the nsdt regulsr mouthly mest-
ing.

Regist:r Benjamin L Eddy, of the

Tlhe followiog d rectors were duly

elacted: H. C. Kipn-y,
Qalhony, L. B. Hall, Joseph Moss, O
S Blsuchard, G. W. Donasll acd R,
S, Wilson.
and orgamzed, with the
officers: H. U, Kinvey,
L. B. Ball vice.president;
Moss, treasurer; 0.8, Blanchard, secre-
tary and H. L. Andrews, asesistant

following

Roseburg Land

Geo, 8 ‘Ifoﬁrler to the effect that ‘'the plats

4l s r1, E, secs 4to
inclusive and tp I s,

of sorvey of tp.
9 and 16 to 18,

fa this offioe on February 5, 1008, at

president: |9 o'clock 8. m., aod on and after such
Joseph | day we shall be prepared to recsive

| spplications for the eotry of the nuap-
jportioned and onreserved lands in

secratary. J‘mntz portions of townships, "’

lagcorded the recent meeting of the
Oregon  State  Dairy  Association, |
Pages have beon devoted to it in the
agricultural and dairy journals of 1hn|
eountry, at a season when the Esstern
dairyman is most stroogly impressed

with the climsti: sdvantages of the
ntata.

“HOLY ROLLERS” HAVE |
ENTERED WOODVILLE|

Word comes from Woodrille, to the
sftect that the ' Holy Rollets'' are eun-
deavoring to secore a foothold in that
neighboring town to the south. Bot,
from sll scounts, it wonld seem as
| though the residents of that peacefal
(and law abiding community have no
fduinto swe this seot begin its out-
landish practiceses in that vicinity.

' vary much averse to thie new sensa-
tional crowd (nvadiog the qoictness
of the place. Jost what steps may

These in turw sesembledir 1 W, sec 1, 12 and 13, will be filed be taken to pot & stop to such foolish- .

nesa, should the permsoms try o
push it npon the innooent citizen,

remains to be sees. If yeports be|

trus the cowelcome vwisitors way be
given a ride on & mil oat of the town,
with instructioss to seek other amd
| more cougenial sarround ings.

Ed Lister, and Clave Schmidt,

The directors held a meeting and
ohose the following officers: J, T
Tuffs, presideot; E. P, Dixon, vice-
president.  The  cashier was not
choseu, bot will be nonoonced Iater

City Att rne; Clements seemn to be
gettiog his reputation op saa pugilist.
Hete's what the Eogene Goard has to
#say, regurding the little pugilistic
enconnter which occurred wt the conrt-
hoose one dey Iast week: 'O H.
Clements, the pewly appointed oity
attorney, and Oliver Brown, a Grants
Pasa lawyer, who presented the two
sides of a mloon case before the
county court, pased hot words back
aod forth, and not being able to settls
the argoment in  the courthouse with
words, sttempted to reach a settle-

Office writes the| Thesreport goes that the people are ‘ ment io the old fashioped way out in

the atreet. Brown called Clsments
linr, wond Clements knocked Hrown
ipto the gutter, sitting upon him on-
til bystanders interfered. Neither
was damaged moch. Clements, who
is a powerful, athletic fellow, has
sottled soveral ‘argoments by the
muscle method lstely. A few days
ag0 he tossed an chatreperous citizen

out of his office and downstairs. **
|

MAKES CITY OFFER OF
THE WATERWORKS

Morris Bros. Tender Plant io
Grante Pass People on Rather
Liberal Termae.

Ope of the important matters con-
aidered by the city counoil, last even-
ing, was the formal offer of Messra,
Morris Bros., to sell to the city of
(irants Pass the Rogne River Water
Co, 's business’and plant outright.

These geotlemen, according to
promise, sabmitted an offer in writ-
ing. agreaing to take §110,000, either
in cash, or in city bonds, beariog 5
per cent and doe 20 [years, or what-
ever time agreed upon, mutually.
Ther set forth that, basing the esti-
matsd revens for '08 npon the income
for the past three wmonhts, the income
would be $18,600,and withthe monthly
expenses figored at $355, it is osti-
mated that the net income should be
aboot $9840, whiok the wounld-be-
sollers think would not only give the
city free water for fire and soch pur-
posas, but aleo pay interest on the
bonds sod thea leave the neat som of
$3000, to be mdded to the city's
revenue.

Morris Bros. say they valuoe the
plant at §200,000 and declare that its
total cost of constroction has been
opwards of that figure. Thby agree
to stand the cost of the issne of the
bonds, legal and otherwise, in case
the people vote to take the plant over,
In concluding their offer they say:
“The prioe quoted the city on this
plant is without prejudice and is ooly
made for the reason that we are and
have been disposing of all ont cataide
interests mod devoting oar time ex-
olosively to the bond business ' Ap.
pended to the offer is & detailed siate-
ment from Kngineer G 1 Brown, an
empleyea of the company, setting
ferth at some length the appartus of
the plant and ita sstimated valoe,
which he plasced oconservatively at
$188,103.13, after deducting for poor
pipe and the like. His fgures were

HEARD ABOUT ROGUE
RIVER IN OLD WORLD

Seeing That Our Apples Were
Bringing Good Money, He!
Writes for Facts

L. 0. Gilletts, the well known real
eatate dealer that certainly good proof
of tho fact that Rogue River is be-
coming noted, the world over, as
the place where the finest of froits sre
raised.

Mr. Gillotte is in recelpt of a com-
muoiestion from F. R, Faber, who
wrote him from Oonstantinopls, and
among other things he sayn:*'[ saw ao
article thie ovesing iu the latest re-
oeived London Daily Telegraph, that
yoor Newtown Pippins were selling
in England at six pence (13 osots)
each. '’

He had bwen in correspondence
with Mr, Gillette and was very much
ivterested in this section as the place
for growing grapes and mpples, An
article on the fackt that this region
grows nice figs aleo atéracted hisat-
tention asd he wrota Mr. Gillette,
mking more about the matter. In
speaking of the growing of figs be
remarked: '‘The little wrticle on
figs presentsa pechapa possibilities of
whioh the Rogue River Valley has not
dreamed. The fig tree will grow
anywhere in a climate not too hot
nor too cold for it, and will bear some
kind of fruit; but thas is not the com-
mercial aspect of the omse, and while
they grow on any southern exposure
aronnd Constantinople yet they are
oot good for packing, They are im
consequencs eaten ss fresh, and if
dried becoms hard, this I am led to
bolievs is on sccouns of & lack of
sugar im them. The first quality
layer fig comes from Asia Mioor
where the soll and olimate are suited
to it, while the same irees planted in
other localities do mnot prodooce fruit
that oan be packed with the same suc-
oess sod with the ssme treatment as
the Asia Minor or e called Bmyrna

n‘.n

verifisd by W B Chase, an able and
experionced engineer, who has wide
experiencs in suoh matters and whe
fa 8 recognized sutberity in a'l such
matters. Eogineer Olase has been
called in to fignre e almost every
plant of any oconsegquence in  the
Paoific Northwest and his word has
much weight in all such mwetters

Those skilled in such affairs pro-
nonnos the plast s good ss any io
the state, ocensidering the wsive of it
and regard It as very complete in
every partioular.

In addressing the council, at the
lost meeting, Mr. Morris stated that
hig firm wouold stand all expenses of
securing mn able and oapable en-
glueer te go over and msscertain
whether or not the estimates of
Mesers, Browy and Chase sre correct,
if, in oase such work is done and
the report does not verify the figures
given oot by thess two snginoers.

At last night's ecouncll meoting, it
was decided to oall & mass mesting
of the taxpayers of Grants Pass, to
be held as the Oonrt House, Friday,
Japuary 2. Good speakers will ad-
dress the mesting wnd  wn expression
of the people ss to the advisability
of the ocouncil's oalling a special
eleotion for the pamsing apon this
qoestion  of purchasing the water-
works is carnestly desired

Mr. Fabor statos that the prioted
matter went bhum by Mr, Gillegte
gava bign much valuable information,
Regardihg people who are on the
m and the possibilities of securing
n place already started. I will loave
hare next yesr wod as far as I have
wenn Oregon  descriptive literators,
1 have developed & sympathy for your
vialley. The "climate does pot reem
to differ moch rrom that Jof the Asis
Minor fig lands, and if a favorable
woll oan be found an indostry as Boe
at any you have ona be developed.

‘““Any pamphlots or literaturs on

froit calture will be very acceptable,
:Ih“ yon oan conveniently rend.
{ They will farther the theoretioal purt
|of the enterprise before the practical

# begon. "'

It is necdlons to add that Mr. GIll-
stie was able to provide this inquirer
from the far off Iand muoh valuable
and interesting information regarding
the matters In hand and he had se-
oured for him lota of data that will
|hunghltn the point and enlighten
him not s little,

—_— .-

I Mrew, (0. H. Sampson underwent &
sucoessful operation for tamor, at the
!Hmuh Pacifio Hospital, Wednesday.

Somethin g'
Extraordinary m

The big sale of Graniteware
1s still on

20 per cent off of Marked Prices

Furniture and Car-
pets, Linoleams,
Lace Curtains, Por
tieres, Matirosses,
Pillows, Cota, Wall
Paper, Clocks,

Mirrors, Window THE HOUSEFURNISHER Glassware, Fancy
Bhades, Piotures, China, Go-Carta,
Pieture Moulding Front St, bet. 6 and 7 Baby Carriages.

Hioves and Ranges,
Granitewnre,
Agtewars, Tiuiware,
Woodenware,
Willowars, Catlery,
Crockery, Lamps,

|

——— i




