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There cathe the nitural impulse to
muke n dusl for the outslde world,
fighting hin way through If necessary
Leoklng back over the ground, he won-
dered how e could bhave been decelved
at all by the unconventional American.
In the clear light of retrospection be
pow saw how lmpossible It was for
ber to bave Leen the princess, Every
act, every word, every look, should
bave told him the truth, Every flaw
in ber musguernding now presented it-
#elf to hitu, apd he was compelled to
lsugh at his own slmplicity. Cautlon,
after all, wus the largest component
part of his makeup. The craftiness of
the bunted was deeply rooted In his
being. He saw o very serlous slde to
the ndveuturs, Stretching himself upon
the cot in the corner of the room, he
gnve limwelf over to plotting, plan
plug, thinking.

In the midet of his thoughts a sud
den light burst In upon him. His eyes
gleamed with n new fire, bis heart
leaped with new anlmation, his blood
mo worm agnit Teaping to bis feet,
he ran to the window to rerend the
note from old Fronz, Then he settied
buck and®aughed with a fervor that
cloarad the Lirsln of o thousand vague
misglvings.

“Bhe 18 Mise Culboun, un Amerlean,
golug to be a guest at the castlie not
the princess, but Miss Calbioun. Onee
mwore the memory of the clear gray
eyes leaped Into Nfe,  Agnln be saw
ber asleep I the counch on the road
from Gaulook. Agnln he reenlled the
fervent throbs his gullty heart had
felt an e looked upon this fair crem
ture, at one thone the supposed treasure
of another wan Now she was Miss
Calboun, and bher gray eyos, her en
trancing slle, her wondrous vivacity,
were not for one wan alope. It was
marvelons what o chaoge this sudden
reallzation wrought In the vlew abead
of him. The whole situntion seemed to
be trausformed Into sowething more
deslrable than ever before. Hin face
cleared, hin spirits leaped higher and
bigher with the huoyancy of freah re
llef, his confidence 1o hlmesell crept
back lnto existence. And all because
the falr decelver, the sllm girl with the
brave gray eyes who had drawn him
lnto a net wns not a princoss!

Bomething told him that sbe bad oot
drawn bl lnto his present position
with any desire to lnjure him or with
the slightest sense of malice. To ber It
bad been a merry Jest, & pleasant com-
edy. Undernvith ull be saw the good
ness of her motive In taklng bhim from
the old lfo and putting him (oto his
present position of trust.  He had
helped her, and she was ready to help
bl to the lmit of her power. Hin
poaltlon  In Edelwelan waw clearly
snough deflued  The more he thought |
of It the more Justifinble It seemed ns
viewed from her polat of observation
How long she hoped to keep him In the

Aurk bLe vould not tell e auteéontne
would be entertaloing,  Her efforts to |
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gervants and Tadles In waltfhg disap-
peared at & slgnal from her, Elie arose
to greet him, and he koelt to kiss her
band. For a moment her tongue Wid
bound, The keen eyes of the new
guard bad looked Into hers with & dl- |
rectness that seemed to penetrate her
bealn. That this scene wes to be one
of the most interesting In the little
comedy was proved by the fact that

two eager youny women were hidden |

behind s heuvy curtaln In & corner of
the room. The Princess Yetive and
the Countesa Dugmar were there to en-
Joy Beverly's first hour of authority,
and she wis aware of thelr presence.

“Tave they told you that you are 10
aet Ay my especial guard and escort?’
she anked, with n queer flutter In her
volee. Bomehow this tall fellow with
the broad shoulders was not the same
as the ragged gont hunter she had
known ot first

“No, your highness” he sald easily,
“1 have come for Instructions. It
pleases me to know that 1 am to have
a place of hotor and trust such ns
this”

vGeneral Marlanx bas told me that
a vacancy exlsts, and 1 bave selected
you to fill {t. The compensation will
be attended to by the proper persons,
and your dutles will be explained to
you by one of the officers. This after
poot, 1 belleve, you are to accompuny
me on my vialt to the fortress, which 1
am to Inspect.”

“Very well, your highness' he re
spectfully snld, He was thiuking of
Miss Calhoun, an Amerienn girl, al
though he called her “your highness."
*3uy | be permitte] to ask for lo.
structions that can come oaly from
your highness "

“Certainly,” she replied. Hix man-
per wis more deferentinl than ahe had
ever known It to be, but he threw a
bamb {nte her fine composure with his
pnext remnrk.  He addressed her in the
Graustark Iangunge:

“Is 1t your desire that 1 shall eontin.
ue to address you in Boglish?1”

Beverly's face turned a bit red, and
ber eyes waversd, Ny a wonderful ef-
tort ahe retalned her self control, atam-
mering ever so falntly when she said
in English:

“1 wish you would apeak English™
unwittingly giving answer to his ques-
tlon. *1 shall Insist upon that Your
Engliah 1s too good to he spolled.”

Then he mnade n bold test, his Arst
having falléd.  Tle spoke onee more In
the natlve tongue, this tims softly and
enrnestly |

AN you wish, your highnoess, but 1
think 1t is o mwost Adlenlons practice,”
he sald, and his heart lost none of Its
courage. Neverly looked at him almost
phthetionlly Bl knew that behind
e curtaln tWo yOUung wollely wiore en-
scomfiture Something
told her that they were stifting thelr
mirth with dainty lnee Lordered hand.
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“It shames the rags In which you
found me"”

«1 shnll never forget them, Baldos,
she sald, with a4 strange earnestness in
her volee

“May I presume to Inguire nfter the
health of your good Aunt Fanny aml.l
t diil not see him, your Uncle
®am ¥ be usked, with a face as stralght
aud slncere as that of a judge. Bew

11y swallowed suddenly and checked
¢ laugh with some dificulty.

“aunt Fanmy 1s never {ll. Some day
[ shill tell you more of Uncle S8am, 1t
will interest you."

“Apother question, If it please your
highness. [lo ysu expect to return to
Amerien soon®

This wis the unexpected, but she met
it with admirable composure,

“It depends upon the time when |
Prinee Dantan resumes the throme o
Duwibergen,” she sald.

“and that duy may never come,”
pald tie. such mocking regret In hia
voles thut she looked upon him with
newer lnterest.

“Why, 1 really belleve you want to
go to Amerlea!™ she cried.

The eyes of Baldos had been furtive
Iy drawn to the curtuin more than once
during the last few minutes. An oc¢
castonal movement of the long oriental
baugings attracted his attentlon. It
dawned upon him that the lttle play
was belng overlienrd, whether by sples
Resent-

ment sprang up in his breast nnd gave
birth to a daring that was as spectac
ular ag It was confounding. With
long, nolseleas strides he reached the
door hefore Beverly could Interpose.
fhe half started from her chalr, her
eyes wide with dismay, ber lips parted,
but his hand was slready clutching the
curtalp, ITe drew it aside relentlessly

Two sturtled women stood exposed
to view, smiles dylug ou thele nmazed
faces. Thelr backs were against the
olosed door, and two hands clutehing
handkerchlefs dropped from a most
algnificant altitude. Oune of them flash-
ed nn imperious glance at the bold (IR
coverer, nnd he knew he wis looking
upon the renl princess of Graustark.
He did not lose his composure, With
out o tremor he turned to the American
glrl,

“Your highness,” he uald clearly, cool
iy, “1 fear we have sples and eaves-
droppers here. s your court made up
of—1 should say, they are doubtless a |

| patr of curlous ladies in waiting. Bhall
1 begin my service, your highness, by|
escorting them to yonder deor?’ I
|

B guand. Yetive flushed deeply,

bit her lip in hopeless chagrin
and dropped her eyed. A pretty turn,
| indeed, the play had taken! Not a word
was uttered for a full half minute; nor

did the gulity witnesses venture forth
from thelr retreat. Baldos stood tall
and Impasalve, holdlng the curtala
anide. At lnst the shadow of & mmile
erept Into the fuce of the princess, but
her tones were full of deep bumility
when she spoke,

“We crave permission to retire, your
highness,” she sald, aod there wos vir
tuous appesl o hes eyes, “1 pruy for-
glveness for this Indidcretion ul‘l lm-
plore you to be leulent with two'nils.
ernble ereatures who love you so well
that they forget thelr diguity.”

“I am amazed and shocked,” wus all
that Beverly could say. “You may go,
Lt return to wm g an hour, 1
will thes R | -
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| & his superor officer a b
orately and turned away. Manlanx's

Wte slde of the woon, apd they went

“Oh, then | see DO renson why 1
should not salute you, sir,” sald Baldos,

ith one of his rare smiles, He salut-
o ghade too elab-

eyes glistened.
“Brop! Hnave 1 sald you could go,

sir? 1 have a bit of advice to"'—

#Ay command to go Ccomes from
your superior, sir,” sald Baildos, with
freitating blandness,

“Be patlent, general.” cried Beverly,
tn deep distress “He does not know
any better. T will stand spomsor for
him." And Baldos went away with a
light step, his blood singing, his dewil
may-care heart siitisfled, The look lp

| ber eyea was very sustalning. As he

left the castie he sald aloud to him-
self with an easy dlisregard of the con-
BeqUences:

wivell it seems that T am to be asso
cluted with the devil as well as with
angels, Heavens! June 5 a florious
month."

“Now, you procused you'd be ulee to
bim, Genernl Marlanx,” cried Beverly
the instant Baldos was out of the
room, “He's new at this sort of thing
you know, and, besides, you didn't ad-
dress bl wvery politely for an utter

| stranger.”

“The Insolent dog!” snarled Marianx,
his self control returning slowly. “He
shnll be taught well and thoroughly,
never fear, Miss Calhoun, There 18 8
way to traln such recriits as he, and

they mnever forget what they have
lenrned.”
“(h, please don't be barsh  with

bim,” she pleaded. The smile of the
Iron Count wis not at ull reassuring
“1 koaw e will be sorry for what he
has done, and you''-

“1 am quite sore he will be sorry,”
salil he, with a most ngreeable bow o
atthmigglon to her appeal

“Ilo you want to see Mr. Lorry ?” she
usked quickly. “1 will send for him,
genernl.” Bhe was st the door, lmpa
tieut to e with the banlshed culprits.

“My business with Mr. Lorry can
wilt,” be begnn, with a smile meant to
be loviting, but which did not lmpress
ber at all pleasantly.

“Well, anyway, U'll tell bim you're
here,"” she sald, her hand on the door
koob, “WIl you walt bhere? Goodby."
Aud then she was racing off through
the long balls and up broad stalrcases
toward the boudolr of the princess
There 18 no telllng hew long the rufed
count remalned o the antercom, fot
the exclted Heverly forgot to tell Lor
ry that bhe was there.

There were half o dosen people lu
the room when Beverly entered eager
ly. Bhe was panting with excitement
Of all the rooms In the grim old castle
the boudolr of the princess was the
most famoualy attractive, It was real
Iy her home, the exquisite ablding place
of an exquisite creature. To lounge oo
ber divans, to loll In the chalm, to
glide through her priceless rugs, was
the acme of Indolent pleasure. Few
were they who enjoyed the privileges
of “little heaven,” ss Harry Angulsb

| bnd christened It on one memorable

night long before the princess was
Mrs, Grenfull Lorry,

“Now, how do you feel? cried the
flushed American girl, pausing In the
door to point an lmpressive finger at
the princess, who was lylng back ln &
liuge chalr, the pleture of distress and
AOROYADCee,

“1 sghall never be able to look that
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i # 80 Keen about nim.”
i T:{:rlmni\'vl,\' refuses to let me dig.”
explained Beverly. "1 tried, yon k:ww.
put be—he—well, he gquelched me.

wwell. after all is said and done, he
cnught us peeplng todny, and 1 am
{illed with shame" sald the princess.
oIt doesn't matter who he 1s, he must
rertninly have s most mmflattering opin-
{on us to what we nret

wapd be Is sure to know U8 SO0OnEr
s later,” sald the young countess, mo-
mentarily serfous,

w0yl If it ever comes to that 1 ghall
I's in o splendld position to explain it
ol to Wim" sald Beverly. “Don’t you
voe, I'll have to do a lot of explaining
myself ™

“Raron Dangloss!” announced the
suard of the upper hall, throwing open
thie deor for the doughty little chief of
pollee,

“your highness sent for me?®" nsled
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“What are you going to do with usf™

He comes here a vagabond, but he cer-
talnly does not act like one. He admits
that he 18 being bunted, but takes no
one Into bis confidence. For that he
cannot be blumed.”

(QLIVER S. BROWN,
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