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'SOWERBY'SCOURTING

' There had been a lull in the conversation
around the stove. It had lasted for nearly
ten minutes, during which Wash Hancock
had industriounsly sliced nearly all the bark
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| hesrd outside and “Old Man" Sowerby en-
tered Lhe store.

“Nd Man" Sowerby was long and lean,

with a long, serious face, a brush of white

bair and twinkling eyes. Hancock greeted
him almost with effusion, brightening per-
ceptibly as Mr. Bowerby drew off his clumsy
yellow leather gloves, with the red wool
wrist attachments, kicked off his arctics
and pushed his fur eap lightly 4o the back

He builds on rock who
dlords, How is it with

s his home and paysno rent to
are you a rent payer or a house

? If the former, it will 2y you to try to save a little and of hia head.
4 L] .n. .'I-' 'I‘
hase a home. It does nfeakelong when you once start, and mid, ::l:illy, -' ?-." U.,E" B
n help you wonderfully § et 2 home of your own free and fumbled in his pocket and drew out & cora-

| eob pipe. “T guess you can stand cne. Rufe
bates to bave ‘e smoked around the store,
but he dassent say a0, You ast himan' he'll
tell you they smell good. Give us three
with the red collare on, Rufe. 1f anythin'
hppﬂ: I'll tell the coroner you hain't to

blame.

“I'm seasoned,"” remarked “Old Man"
Bowerby, biting off the end of a cigar and
striking & mateh, “1 tol' you how some 1
got d, didn't 1™

“You started to,” mid Hamcock, “but
Mis' Sowerby headed you off. I never seen
you shet up so meek. You said that was
in refrunce to your lickin’ her pap.”

“Md Man" Sowerby chuckled. “Bo it
was," hesaid. "1 tell you about it, seein’
she hain't around now. It was when [ was
sparkin’ her. Her pa had the reputation
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Lale Blevins allowed ‘st he'd make Sarah a
wisit one night, an’ eome baek with his face
all raveled out. Jim Allea, him that kep'
the grocery at Hacketville, undertook the
same thing, with the same result—""

“Mighty good lookin' woman now, Uncle
Jake," said Wash, politely. .

“She hain't as young sa she was, sa’
neither am 1,” sid Bowerby. “I wus o
tol'sble husky boy them and I hadn't seen
the man I was a'skevred tor tackle. 8o
one evenin' 1 sproced up in my best clo'es
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“l wuz & leetle sort o' suspicious, bus I
follered him into the house an' he gat out
some 4-hourold cors whisky an' a couple
o' pipes an' a twist o' terbacker an long's
your arm., 1 bad to take a sociable smoke
with him. 1 reshon be knew I'd never
smoked before. 1 took hall a dosen whifls
an’ my head began to swell, ‘It got higger
an’ bigger—as big as & buckel—ar big an a
barrel-—as big an a barn—an' everything else
grew in proportion. 1 eould see old Jeff
lovmin' through the smoke with a smile a
yard wide, an’ his voice sounded far away
like. Then I broke odt into a cold sweat
an’ my hair began to bristle an® my innarda
to erawl an’ I drooled like a twio-monthis-old
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“1 have defended 41 men and
women for morder in my life and 19
out of 90 of the crimes were canssd by
whiskey; I have defended many other
criminal cases mnd 19 out of 20 of
them were caused by liquor, Whis-
key is the most demoralizing thing in
| the world, Men do not nsually drink
itto get into a condition to rob and
kill, but when they get it o them
they are ready for any sort of deviltry
that comes to bhand.''—Col. L W.
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1 hoped the old rip would have give me
a chance outaide, but he never let on he
seen there wus anythin' wrong an” stood
at the door with a light. Before 1 got hall-
way to the gate Jell commences to whoop
an’ Iaff an' holler, an’ then blamed if he
didn't loose hiv dog on me. At first I con
cluded 1 wanted 1o die, an’ bein’ eaten raw
was ns good a death as any, but I chauged
my mind as [ kicked against my hick'ry
clube, an” as the dog come up I hit him a
belt. Then I erawled on old Roany an' rode
offl until T got out o' sight o' the houee,
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the money barrel nor the beer

1 Justice blanks at the Courier office,

the question of where you will do
your banking! And we feel sure
your final judgment will bein favor
of placing your monmey in the

Grants Pass Banking & Trust Company’s

Bank where you will always re-
ceive courteous treatment; where
your affairs will be handled in the
most thoroughly business-like man-
ner, aud where you can have im-
plicit confidence in the trustworthi-
ness of the institution.

Fruitgrowers of Rogue River Valley
find the Courier of special interest.

I want your bargains in
Timber and
"Timber Lands
Can usela few humestead and tim-
ber relinquishments,

P. O. Box 366, Roseburg, Oregon.

412 Front St.
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You Wouldn’t Read It
Anyway.

Smythe-Gamble Co.,
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For the New Year

we offer the cholocest in meats, poul-
try, sausages, baocon, lard, eto. Our
“past perlormances’’ give war-
rant for the prospoct of fair dealing
on onr part for many & year to come.
Whether yon are or are not on our list
of patrons we will be glad to see you
bere any busy day in 1907—long after
that we hope.

City Meat Market.
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