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(Continued from last week. )

CHAPTER VIIL

Y this time they were passing
the queer little huts that mark-
ed (he outskirts of a habitable

unity. These were the

bomea of herds, bunters and oth-
ers whone voontions related especial-
Iy to the mountains. Farther on there
were slgns of farming interests; the
bomea became more numerous and
more pretentious in appearance. The
rock lmed gorge brondened Into a fer-
tile valley; the road was smooth and
level, a condition which afforded relief
to the travelers. Ravone had once
more dressed the wounds Infiicted by
the llon, but he was uunble to provide
anything to subdue the fever. Baldos
was undenlably {Il. Beverly, between
ber exclamations of joy and rellef at
belng In sight of Ganlook, was profuse
in her expresalons of concern for the
bero of the Hawk and Raven. The
feverish gleam In hie dark eyes and
the pain that marked his face touched
ber deeply. SBuffering softened lis lean,
sun browned features, ohliterating the
mocking lines that had impressed hor
so unfavornbly nt the outset. She wns
saying to herself that he wus hand-
somé after a most anuaual cast; It was
an unforgettable face.

“Your highvess,” he sald earnestly,
after she had looked long and anxlous-
Iy at his hnlf closed ayes, “we are with-
in an bour of Ganlook. It will be dark
before we reach the gates, 1 know,
but you have nothing to fear during
the rest of the trip. Franz shall drive
yon to the sentry post and turn over
the horses to yeur own men. z:
friends and | must leave you at the
end of the mountain road, We are"—

“Ridieulous!” she cried. “I'll not
permit it! You must go to & hospital.”

“If T enter the Ganlook gates It will
be the same an entering the gates of
death,” he protested.

“Nonsense! You have a fever or you
wouldrr't talk like that. I can promise
»ou abmolute security.”

“¥ou do pot understand, your high-
noos.”

“Nevertbeless. you are golug to a
boapital,” she frmly said. “You would
die out bere In the wiks, so what are
the odds either way? Aunt Faony, will
you be careful? Don't you know that
the least movement of those baga hurts
bim 1"

“Please do not mind me, your high-
ness. 1 am delng very well” he sald,
smiling.

The conch brought up In front of n
roadside inn. While some of the men
were watering the horses others gath-
,gudabwllt-aponmm. A con-
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YAunt Fanny, wlll you be carcful F*
versation in 4 tongoe utterly Incompre
hensilide to Beverly took place botween
Baldos and Lis followers. The latter
secrped to e dlgturbed about some-
thing, At there wos no mistaking the
sollcltous alr with whieh they regard
&l thelr leader. The paendo princess
wis phtlent fg long as possible wnd
then broke into the discussion.

“Whut do (hey want? she demnnd-
ed In Eaglish
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“They nre neking for lostrogtions,™
he nuswered }

“loustruct them to do as T bid™” cllmI
sald, “Tell them to hurry along and
get you a doctor; that's ajl"

Evidently his friends were of the
shrue oplnlon, for after a long hnrangue
In which bhe was oldurate to the last
they loft the carviage. and he sank
back with a groan of dejection. ]

“What Is It* she anxlously demand-
il

“They alvo Inslat that | shall go to a
surgeon.” he suld hopelessly, His eyes
were molst, and he conld not meet ber|
guze.  Hhe wus  full of exultation,
“They have advised me to put myself
under your protection, shameless an

Mt way seem 1o o mnne You and you
tlone have the power to profect me 1€
| pass bevand the walls of Ganlook.™
“IYT she eried, all a-Autter
“1 coukl not throast iy head Into the

jaws of denth unless the princess of
Groustark thire (o stay thelr
fury. Your roysl bund alone can turn

|

wore

aslde the Inevitable, Alas, I am nDemp-
less and know not what to do™

Beverly Calboun sat very straight and
silent beside the misguided Baidos.
After all, it was not within her power
to protect him. Bhe was not the prin.
cess, and she bad absolutely no Influ-
ence in Ganlook., The suthorities there
could not be decelved as had been these
ignorant men of the hills, If sbe led
bim foto the elty it was decidedly prob-
able that she might be taking him to
his death. She could only petition, not
command. Once st Yetive's side she
was confident she could save the man
who had done so much for her, but
Ganlook was many miles from Bdel- |
weiss, and there was no assurance that
intervention could be obtalned In time, |
On the other hand, If he went back to the |
hills be was likely to die of the polson- |
ous fever. Beverly was In a most un- |
bappy state of mind, If she confessed
to him that she was not the princess
be would refuse to enter the gates of |
Ganlook, and be perfectly justified In
dolng »o,

“But If 1 should fall?" she asked at
last, a shiver rushing over her and
leaving her cold with dread.

“You are the only hope, your high-
ness, You bad better say farewell to
Baldos and let him ngaln seek the |
friendly valley,” sald he wearlly. *“We |
can go no farther. The soldiers must
be near, your highness. [t means eap.
ture If we go on, 1 cannot expose my
friends to the dangers, Let me be put
down here and do you drive on to
safety. [ sball fare much better than
you thiok, for I am young and strong
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was trembliog llke a leaf.

“Btarve?” she whispered. '"Have they
no money 1"

“We are penniless,” came in mufed
tonea from the stricken leader.

Beverly leaned from the window and
called to the departing ones. Ravone
and one other reluctantly approached.
Without & word she opened n small
travellng bag and drew forth n heavy
purse.  This sbe pressed luto the hand
of the stodent. It was filled with |
Graustnrk gnvvos, for which she had
exchangad Amerlean gold In Itussia.

“God e with you!™ slie fervently
erled,  He kissed her band., and the
two stomd aside to let the conch roll
on Into the dosky shadows that sep-
aruted them from the gates of Gan
look, ol Franz still deiving, the only
oue of the componny left to serve his
letider to the very el

“Well, we have left them,"” muttered
Huldos ns though to himsel®.  “1 moay
never see them again—never see them
agedn.  And how trae they have been!™

“1 shall semd for them the moment
I et to Gaunlook, and 'l promise par
dans for them all!™ she eriod eashly In
her compnssion

UNOCT e excliimed flercely; “you are
ot to disturh them. Hetter that they
shiould wiurve™

Bevetrly wos sutficiently subidoed. As
they drew nearer the elty gutes her
beurt began to fudl her.  This mon's
Iife was In her weak, Incupable hands,
aud the time was dearing when whe
must stamd hetween him abd disaster

“Where arme these vaunted soldiers of
yours™ he  suiddenly asked. lnfinite
Irotiy In his yolee

“My soldlers? shie sald faintly

“Isun’t It rother nousual that o time
of trouble aml uncertainty we sbhould
be able to approach within 8 mile of
oue of your wost importhot elties with
out oven so much as soelog o soldier
of Graustarky”

She felt that e was seoffing,
minttered Hole to e

“It Ie o bit ol Bsn'e 1Y she agresd.

“Worse than thnt, yonr highiess ™

“1 whall ¥pseak 0 Dunglosks about 11"
abhe sald serenely, and be looked up in
new surprise.  Truly she was an ex
traordinuey princess

Fully threequarters of so hour pass.
o] before the comnch wak cheeked, Bey-
erly. looklug from the windows. Lad
seop the lighted windows of cottnges

growing closer and  eloger  together
The Burking of rondsbde dogs was the
only soumd that coukl e heard above
the rattle of ¢ whevls It wias too
dnrek | et \ I o s the fave
of the tuan 1 ¢ ber bt something
tokl 1l wis staring infentiy
into the . ! anxions, The

respanstiiiity of tier postfion swooped |
down upoi ber like an avalanche as
sl thought of what the next few min- |
wies were to bring forth, It was the
snidden etopplug of the coach and the
slinrp commnnds from the outside that
told her prohation wus at an end. She |
cotld no longer speculnte; it was high
time to act,

“The outpost,” eame from Baldos, o
stralned tones,

“Perlinps they won't know us—you, I
mean,” she whispered,

“PBaron Dungloss knows everybody,” |
te replied bitterly. |

“*What a horrid old bosybody he™— |
e siarted to say. but thought etter |
of It

A couple of lanterns flashed at the |
window, almost blinding her. Aunt|
Fanny groansd audibly, but the figure
of Baldos seemed to stiffen with de-
finnce. Uniformed men peered Into the
{nteroir with more rudewess and curl-
osity than scemed respectful to a prio-
cess, to suy the least. They saw a pret-
ty, pleading fuce, with wide gray eyes
aud parted lips, but they did not bow
In humble sutmniseion, as Baldos had
expected. One of the men, evidently in
command, addressed Béverly 1o rough
but polite tones. It was a question
that he asked, she knew, but she conld
not answer him, for ghe could not un-
derstand him,

“What do you want?' she put in |
Euglish, with a eredituble display of |
digulity. .

“He does not speak English, your
bighness,” volunteersd Baldos, in a
volee so well disgilsed that It startled |
her. The officer wns staring blankly at |
her.

“Bvery officer in my urmy should :
and must lenrn to speak English,” she |
salld, at her wits' end, “l decline to|
be questioned by the fellow. WII you |
talk to him In my stead?"

“1, your highness? he cried In dl:-i
may. :
“Yes, Tell lim who we are and ask
where the Lospltul 18" she :mu'ml.n'el‘.l..r
sloking back with the air of a qlmu.|
but with the Inward feeling that ll]‘
wan lont, |
“But | don't speak your language

well,'” he protested.

“You speak It beautifully,” she mald.
Baldos leaned forward palnfully and
spoke to the officer In the Graustark |
tongue.

“Don't you know your princesa?’ he
demanded a trifle harshly. The man's
eyes flew wide open In an instant and
bis jaw d

“Tlhre-~the princess ' he gasped.

“Don'§ stare like that, sir, Direct us
to the main gate at once, or you will
have cause to regret your slowness.”

upon the officer, who had never seen
her highness, He fell back with a
deep obelsanece and gave a few bewlil
dered commands to his men. The
coach moved off, attended by a party
of foot soldlers, and Beverly breathed
her firnt sigh of relief.

“You did it beautifully,” she whis-
pered to Baldos, and he was consid- |
eribly pusgled by the ardor of her
praise. =

“Where are we golng now?
slie asked, |
“Into the city, your highness," he an-
swered, It was begloning to dawn
upon hlm that she was amazingly Ig-
mporant and lpeousequential  for one
who enjoyeg the cight to commuud
these common sobllers, Her old trep-
Idation retoroed with  this brief au-
wwer, Somethiug told ber thint b woas
begiuning to wistrust ber ot last, Aft.
er nll, It meant eversthing to him and

w0 little 1o her

When the copeh halted before the
ity gates she was In a dire state of
unhnppluess. o the dnrkness she
coulil feel the reproachiful eyes of old
At Fanny seareling for ber aban
dons] consclence

“Ask If Baron Dangloss 18 in Gau
look, nnd, If he Is, eommand them to
take e to hitn Innoediotely,”  she
whispered to Baldos, o sudilen (ospira.
tlon selzhug hor,  She would lay the
whole matier hefore the grent chief of
prollee and troast to fortune,  Her hand
fell lmpulsively opon his aml, to bher

nmawement, It was ag ookl as  lee

“What 18 the wmoatterY” she erimd in
sl
“You trusoad me o tie wilils, your

T um trist
Ing you tow.” [hefore she o
the officer In of the Gunlook
gates appeinesd at the conch window
There were lights on 1oy
henrt sionk Jike hed, It woulld be a
wilracle If she passsd the gates un
reconired

highness," e salil tengely;
ik repily

vlutrge

wll - sides,

Y1 omust see Baron Daongloss ot onee,”
she erbed in English, utterly disdnining
her Instractions 1o BRalklog

“The haron Is engungel
Nl cnn s
ool ook ing

nt present
respondel the
young offeer In broken

Bo onie”

English

"‘Where s e?" she demanded ners.
OUsly

“He I8 ot the house of Colonel Golie.

the commnndant.  What s yonr hosi-

fess with Lt ¥

“It Is with him, apd net with von,
sle,” she sabl, hwperlous onee more,
“Conduet me to hln lnmediately,”

“You cannot enter the gntes unless
Yon

“Toroleuce™ exclilmiy] Baldog il
thiz the r. in wi von address
thes prine Mk v for her'

"|‘.. ' - EASH ! .!_.. 'I:'l'.‘
Then weorspread his
favs He ) thirew yours lu thy
castle ¢ lwylss! Thetw was
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TTONE paose, franght with dlsaster for
Beveriy. “Yes. perlnps It Is just as
woll that we eonduct her to Baron
Dungloss.” he said at last, The deep
meaning in his volce appealed only to
the unbappy girl. “There shall be no
turther delay, your highness!" he add-
el mockingly. A moment Iater the
gates swung open und they passed
through. Beverly nlone knew that they
were golng to PRaren Dangloss under
henvy guard., virtually as prisoners.
The man knew her to be an Impostor
and was doing only his duty.

There were smiles of derision on the
fuces of the soldiers wheh Beverly
gwopt proudly between the files and
up the steps leading to the comman-
dant's door, but there were no audible
remarks. Baldos followed, walking
palnfully, but deflantly, and Aunt Fap-
ny e last. with the hand bag. The
m:z: grinned broadly as the corpu-
lent negress whddied up the steps.
The young officer und two men entered
the door with the woyfurers, who were
ordered to halt ln the hallway.

“Will your highuess come with me?"
snid the officer, returning to the hall
after a short absence. There was un:
mistakable derlslon In his volce and
palpable Insolence In his manner. Bev.
erly fushed nugrily. “Baron Dangloss
Is very curious to see you,” bhe added,
with n smile. Nevertheless he shraok
o bt benetath the colld gleam In the
eyes of the Lupostor,

“You will remaln here,” she sald,
turning to Haldos and the negress.
“Aud you will inve nothing whatever
to say to this very lmportant young
man” The “huportant young man'
actunlly chuekled.

“Follow me, vour most royal high-
ness,” he suld, preceding her through

"You are Minm Deterly Calhowsn o
Washington.”

the door that opened into the office of
the commandant. Baldos glared after
them In angry amasement.

“Young man, some day—and soon—
you will be a much wiser soldler—and
in the ranks,” sald Beverly hotly. The
smile Instantly receded from the Inso
lent fellow's face, for there was 8
world of prophecy In the way she sald
it. Somebow he was o A much more
respectful bumor when he returned to
the ball and stood in the presence of
the tall, flushed stranger with the rag
gl uniform,

A short, flerce little man in the ple
turesque uniform of n Graustark offf-
Cer urose o8 Beverly entered the office
His short beard bristled ns though I
were conceuling o smile, but his man:

ner wins polite, even deferential, Bhe
advanced  fearlessly  toward him, o
wuywird  smile stroggling Into her

fuce,

“I dure say you know 1 nm not the
prineess" she sald composedly. Every
vestige of Ledr was gone now that elie :
Beud reuchesd e of | The |
donghty  baron looked somewbsit '-"l:!‘-!

Prised at this friuk way of openlng nr|1

e wttle

AV LY
“I o guecie well aware of it” hel
suld palltely, ]
i | I.'I'I1 say yon kuow CYery II:.I!‘. Bar |
ol Dinglose she boldly sald,  “Preay |

who am 17 |
erful ofiein] Tookad ot the
fiess for n moment, big bushy |
itmicting ever so slizlitly
it shneless streak of |Iu>-1'
bt there was als |

The pow
suskling
vl eliows o
[Lere. was

’ Boisand
noeross Ler edussi

| that appedsled to  the
il i s eves twinkled as
e rep wWith Dlre olisequiousness:
“You v Miss Beverly Calhoun ol
Washington " +

1

CHAIMTER IX

RYERLY'S eves showed ber as
toiishinent Baron  Danglows
courteously pluced u chalr €01 )

— Lor sl asked e to be sented
Yy were expecting you, Miss Cal
Hot™ D exploiued. “Her royal high

vss  lefn St Petersburg bot o few
atter vour depanrture, hnving un
fortunately misss! rop

*You don't meno to say that the
privcess tried to ind me In St. Peters I
Ity
delight

It was one of the purposes of he
vislt," hritsigiely

“Oh, bow ! eried she, her gruy
eves gparkling he grim old captain
wis startled for the smallest fractloy
of a minute, but at otee fell to admir
g the fresh, eager face of the visitor

"The large I8 under (e
Impression that she visited the ezar ot
oantters of

n condescending

hours

eried Beverly Iy wonder e

sitfd I

pthlie nt

miporiance,”

be sald, wit!

snile

“And 1t really was of no Importanee
at all, that's what yon mean?'  She
Bmiled back securely

“Your wessage Informing her high
ness of your presence In St Poteors
bure had vo sponer arcived than she

w ClUs all right” she sald o low tones,
s for a mowiopt Leside his chalr
Don'e get up! Goodby, 'l come ta
BEXOU TGO Lion't be In the
st disturbald,  Haron [mngloss has

got forth to weet you in that ety
much pgninst the adviee of her conu
solors. | will ndmit thit she had otber
business there, but it could have walt-
ad. You see. Miss Calhoun, it was u
great risk at this particular time. Mis
fortune weans (disaster now, But
'rovidenve was her friend. Sbhe ar
dved safely In Ganlook net an hour
sines.”

“Really 3 Ob, Baron Dangloss, where
jg shet" exeltedly cried the American
rirl.
LI"I-‘ur the night she Is stopping with
the Conukess Rallowltz. A force of
men, but not those whom you met at
the gates, hos Just Deew disputehed at
lier command 1o search for you in the
lower pass.  You took the most danger:
ous road. Mlss Calboun, and I*ain
amagzed that you came through In
rafety.”

“The Russlans chose the lower pass
! know not why. Of conrse, [ was
ulte lznorant. However, we met nel
ther brignnds nor soldiers, Axphain or
Groustark. 1 encountered  nothing
piorée alnrming than a mountain lon
Audl that, Baron Dangloss, recalls me
to the sense of a doty | have been neg-
joctlng. A poor waunderer in the hills
Gefonded me ngalnst the beast and was
badly wounded., He must be takeu to
u hospital at once, sir, where he may
Lave the proper eare”

Whereupon, nt hls request, she hur
rledly reluted the story of (hat tryine
‘ourney  through the mountalis, nol
forgerting to palnt the courage of Bal-
vor lu moest glowing colors, The chiel
wis dQeeply Interested in the story of
the goat hunter and his party. There
wiis an odd glemm of satisfaction In his
eyes, but he did not observe It

“You will see that Le bas Immediate
attentlon, won't you?" she implored iu
the end.

“He shall have onr deepest consider-
atlon,'” promised he

“You know [ am rather Interested be-
ecause | sbot bim, Just as if It were
not enough that his legs were being
torn by the brute at the time. He
ought net to walk, Baron Danpglosa.
If you don’t mind, I'd suggest an am-
bulance,” sbe hurrled on glibly., He
eonld not conceal the smile that ber
eagerness Insplred. “Really, be s In
n serfous condition. 1 think he needs
some quinine and whisky, too, and"—

)\ieduu have the best of care,” in-
terrupted the captain. “Leave him to
me, Miss Calboun.”

“Now, let me tell you something.”
eald she, after due reflection. *“You
must not pay nny attention to what he
says, He Is liable to be delirlous and
talk“ln a terrible sort of way. You
know, delirious peopie
tionally.” 8he was loydlly trying to
protect Baldos, the huoted, against
any lneriminating statements he might
make,

“Quite right, Miss Calboun.” sald the
baron very gravely.

“And now, I'd llke to go to the prin-
cenn,™ snid Beverly, absolutely sure of
hemself. “You know we are great
friends, she and 1.”

“I have sent o messenger to announce
your arrival, She will expect you."
Beverly looked about the room in per-
plexity.

“But there has been no messenger
here.” she satd.

“He left here some minutes before you
came. | knew who It was that came
knocking at our gates, even though she
truveled as Princess Yetive of Grauo
stark." -

“And, ob, that reminds me, Baron
Dungloss, Baldos still belleves me to
be the princess. 1s It necessary to—
to tell him the truth about me? Just
ot present, I mean? 1'm sure ho'll rest
much ensler if he doesn’t know dif-
feremtly.” .

“Bo far as 1 aw concerned, Mise Cal
houn, bie shall nlwass regard you as o
vueen'” sald Dangloss gallantly.

“Thauk you, It very ulce of you
to'"
uniform entersd after
whitg av the door of the foom, He

A man in

Lated lls o suporior gl nttered o few
Hex i bis owo lenguage
e woyal highoess< is awalting yon

Lthe bowe of the countess, Miss Cal-
A detall of wen will escort 3ou
i Noir servent to her place.”
Baron  Dangloss,”
the doar. “be nlee
0 bin You kuow it burts him to
vithi.  Can’t yon lmve him earriod In¥
U e will cousent,” sald he quietly.
\ Ll fnte the outer room
v bineai & smile he never
o, Huldos  looked  up eagerly.
nxionsly

O pileise

letind Neverly ot

Prab il o
LIV RIVIRE S

] Wtions,'™ :.l-{.uh'\'vl_'i' gi\‘ll]..
ol which he respectfully
B o bis Tips sie followed Aunt

Huny aml was gate

Almost immedictely  Buldos WiASs Te

nested to prosent hlsself before Rar-
11 Iv;:“_.:: s in the adjoining room
Yo slonew

tefusiog to be earried lu e resalutel

sirode through the door amd stoml he

fore the gritn old o i of polles,
vasy. contldeut smile on bis face. Tl
blnek patel onee
with defiant

more coverad lils oye
sRortlveness.

“They tell e you are Baldos, a goat |
bunter," salil Buron Dang

s 1 gloss, eylng

him keenly. 2 |

“Y“" "

“And you aere hurt io defending one |
who is of muel consequence In Geauo
st:nl'k. Bit down, my goad fellow.” Bal- |
dos’ eve glenmod coldly for an llntant:|
theu he san) “While ad
mitting that you have done Guultarkl
% great service, T am obliged to ll?!i'
you that 1 ut least know you to be
other than what you su¥. You are not
a goat Lhunter, and Baldos is not your
Dame. Am | got right 3
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MEDICINE
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West of flour mill, near R. R. track
Tarning, Beroll Work, Stair Work, Band
Hlml.cdnhinet “i‘urh. Wood Pulleys, Saw
Filingan mming, |
Pﬂoe‘orl‘hfu R, Repairing all kinds

The Pop
Get your tonsorial work done at

IRA TOMPKINS'

On Sixth Street Th i
— ree re
Bath Room in eo-nwl!onChal

‘_'—-—-—-——_._._-—_—-_-_—_—________

N. E. McGREW,
PIONEER
TRUCK ANp DELIVERY

urniture and Plano

F
Moving
GRANTS PASS, OREGON.

Palace Barber Sho
NATE BATES, Prop,
Sl:uu-'inﬁ,a Hair Cutting
ths, Etc.

neat and clean and &
work Firet-Clase,

Oneaoy

i
)
i

L



