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GRANTS PASS SCHOOLS
LEAD SOUTHERN OREGON

Enrollment Increases and Twen-
ty-Two Teachers are Now
Employed.

The Grants Pass schools o;:enad{
Monday with an enrollment of 584,
which is 34 more than for the first |
g day of the term last year. The at-
tendnnce will be greatly iocressed
during the next two weeks by the |
I retorn to the city of the fawilies|
who went fo the hop yards aod by
those wha moved to the sawmills|
and mines last Sprieg. The corps
of teschers numbers 22, while Ashland |
bas 21 and Medford 14, thus giviog |
Grants Pass the lead of Rogue River |
mluy towns in tho &iz of its schools.

The enrollment in the High School
has made a satisfactory inorease and
Oity Baperintendent R. R. Turoer
bopes the number of graduates for
this year will be doable the number
of last year, thus keeping op the ratio
of increase for the nomber of grada-
ates Iast year was just double that of
the previons year. A pumber of sddi-
tional studenta are expoected to enter
the High BSchool but Prof. Torper
does not maticipate that they will in.
orease materially the size of the
graduating olass as it is the rule in
all high sohools that fully B0 per cent
of those who eoter after the first drop
oot befors the close of the term. The
cause is that & stodent who has not
ambition to start with the olass lacks
the energy to keep op with his
stadies. The High School is & vonnty
school the fund for its main-
tepance being raised by both Graots
Pass and Josepbine county, so that it
is open free of tuition to all residents

has contributed 81100 each year for its
support the oity potting up the bal-
ance, At the reqoest of a number of
leading taxpayers the coanty board
of education composed of Coanty Su-
perintendent Linooln Savage, Conoty
Judge Stephen Jewell and Commis-
sionera J. T. Logan and M. A. Wertz
at their session Wednesday increased
the High School fund to $1250 a year.
This with the inoremsed amount that
the city provided for in its tax levy
for this year will give a maintenanoe |
fund for the Grants Pass High School
not exceeded by any similar school in
the state in a town the size of this city.
The course of study in the schools |
of the city bas been enlarged and |
made more in keeping with the de.
maud of the times to have the school |

The beard is cnnsidarlng hnvi.n; draw-
ing tanght in all the grades for this
is another necessity to s well-ronnded
education. Not that all should be or
conld be taoght to be artists, bot
every man sod womsn shoold have
saofficient knowledge of drawing that
they could, if oocasion required, draw
the plan of a house, make sketch of
any srticle that they desired to more
folly explain, The board s able to
et s highly competent teacher sta

reasonable salary for this position,
|Mr, O'Brien. whe conducts the art
classes in the Mascniec block, having
{agreed to take charge of the work.
Mr. O'Brion is a teacher of drawiog
and painting of years experience and
was one of the leadivg ortists of
Chicago, before comiog to Grants
Pass last year for bis hea The
adding of this stody would make no
great increase in expense io providing
the hooks, ete., a8 the outfit for a
g¢cholar coste but little. There is a
likelihood that vocal music may be
tanght in the grades to give the child-

ren gome tnining in singing.
L, ol i B

RAILROAD WAR IN
EASTERN OREGON

Harriman and Hill Interests are
Striving to Get Control of
That Section.

The San Fraocisco Chronicle of
Satorday says that the recent an-
nouncewment that the Weed railroad
was to be extended by the Southern
Pacific aud the Weed-Natroo branch
made s main line for trafic between
Portland fand San Francisoo, was to
conceal the real meaning of ita por-
chage by the Harriman people. The
Chronicle says: A railrond war of
the keenest interest to Californians,
and having as the prize the control of
the heart of Oregon, is mow being
waged by two huge interests. The
Hill people and she *Harriman inter-
osts are battling for the cootrol of the
rich lands of Oregon and the vast
stretches of country to be opened up
by the :m::n projects  in the
Klamath ,muntrr

The war is none the less deadly be-
eaose of the quietness with which it
18 being conducted. No plans are
heralded, but both sides are going
into the matter with the grim dete?
mination to win. The Hrst intima-
tion of the stroggle that came from
the citadels of the two forces was the
announcement made by the Southern
| Pucific Company that it had porchased
the Oalifornis  Northeastern. In

work practioal smod to fully fit boys lorder to veil the significance of the
and girls to take op the ordivary vo- Ipurc!mw the officials fotimated that

-
cations of life withoot the further | in time this road wonld be nsed as

b

expense and time and the necessity of
leaving home to attend a distant
sohool. In addition to the usual class
jenl and English branches taught in |
the best high schools, bookkeeping
and stenography are tzught and the
board intends to add typewriting in
the near foture. That this latter
study bas become & necessity is ap-
parent in the correspondence that » |
bhosiness man receives, for a very
large ver ocent of the type written
letters show & gross lack of knowledge |
by the writers of the most common |
rules of spelling, ecapitals, punctu-
ation and arrangement of the matter.
In & written letter these essentials|
onn be hidden by poor chirograpby
but ghe printed characters of the type-
writer bring them out io embarrassing
prominence. It has come that every |
person having even a reasonabls

¥ smount of correspondence uses a type- |

u’wrilur and ss jt is not possible for all

to have the benefit of o training atn|
basiness college the high sehool should |

jof the proposed road.

| Southern Pazific

| which is to start at Butte, Moot

lone of the mnin lioes for the trafic to
the north, and that the Shasta route
would pass over the proposed line of
the Cailfornia Northeastern,

This anoouncemsnt was 1o concenl
the real meaning of the purchase. It
is the vian of the Soathern Paoific to
build the California Northeastern to
Kinmnth Falls, w'ich wnas the roote
Eut the Soath
|ern Pacific will not stop at that point,
1f the route of the Califorois North-
enstern flom Weed, on the main line
of the Southern Pacifie, is prodoced |
it will be fouwnd to run in & north-
«utnrlv direction and meet the Ore-

n Short Line of the Southern Pa-
ﬂﬂc at Huonotintgon. This rond will
completely® open up the beart of Ore-
gun

This the part of the
has completely oot-
witted the Hill ontfit. The plan of
Hill was to baild s road ealled the
San Fraoeisco, Idaho and Montanh,
and
southwesterly direction
throogh Sslmon City, Bolss '[lhlm
aod on down to Ssn Fraociweo, T hul
line would open up & new streteh of
| territory and - wonld afford a decided
'ent-off for travel from the Northwest,
'now reaching Ban Fraucisoo by way

move on

run in =

fill this need as much as possible ¢ Portland.

I Sell Heal Egtate

Houses

53 W. L. IRELAND,
©/He Real Estate Man.

Ground Floor, Courier Bldg.
OREGON.

|

ROGUE RIVER A
SECOND HOOD RIVER

Says a Hood River Apple Grower
Who Was Well Pleased With
This Valley.

The Oregonian of Trnesday gives the |
snbjoined interview with A, L
Mason, the Hood River apple grower
who with Dr. James Withyoombe and
Prof. C. 1. Lewis, of the State Ag-
ricultural College, conducted n series
of six fruit growers meetings in this |
seotion of Rogue River Valley. Mr.
Manson, in the interview paid an ap-
preciated compliment to this Valley
whicl he says i a second Hood River,
Of the destruction of salmon in Rogue
river at the dam of the Water Works
Mr. Mason made a personal observa.
tion and he thinks it a gross neglect
and cruelty to the fish that no ladder
is provided for their getting over the
dam :

‘*Professors Withycombe and Lewis,
of the Oregon Agricoltaral College,
asccompanied by A. L Masen, of
Hood River, have returned from a
teip into the Rogue River country,
where they went wpon experimental
work connected with the Agricultaral
College.

““Mr. Mason, who retarned to his
home last evening, speaks in the high-
tes terms of the undeveloped re-
sources of the Rogue River country,
and says the people of that gection are
just awakeniog to the possibliities of
the region for froitrgowing ny well s
other important industries

‘““Accordiog to Mr. Mason, one of
the finest marble qoarries in the
country exists In she vicinity of
Graots Pass, the produot of whioch
ranks with the best in the United
States. Both black snd white mar-
ble are mined in abuodanoe, the sup-
ply being more than safficient to sap-
ply immediate demands in this state,
and be deplores the fact that such an
important industry is overlooked to a
large extent, and money sent away for
an inferior grade of this kied of
building material,

‘“While Mr. Mason is » great ad-
mirer of the Rogue River Valley re
gion, his loyalty to Hood River Is
still paramount in his wature, and he

poses. In consideration of tho fact
that all property woold be benefitted
alike by any advantiges acorviog
from advertising, it is unfalr to leave
thig burden on the shoalders of & few
of the business men who will be no
more benefitted than the balance of
the people of the county.

Roy 8, Wilson, delegate to the Irri-
gation Congress at Boise, made n very
interesting report of the meeting and
expressed belief in the probability
that Josspbine coanty might share in
the irrigation work carried on by the
government. Mr. Wilson avd Connty
Judge Jewell were in conference
with the beads of the officials re-
clamation service  and Iaid before
them the needs und possibilities of
Josephine county and partioularly the
section of land south of Rogue'river, in
which thousands of acres of land could
be covered by a ditch, which acvording
to a map of watersheds and elevations,
could be accomplithed at a minimom
cost. It is probable that some of the
officials in the reclamation service
will visit Josephine county later om.

Mining Men Return

A. L. Smith, the well known min-
ing man, retorned Saturday to Grants
Pass accompanied by Mra Smith to
again take op their residence in this
city. They left lnst SBpring and Mra.

ith bas been with her parents at
Neodeshs, Kan., while Mr. Smith
has been looking over the miniog
distriots of Missoori, Colorado and
Nevada. In the latter state he located
some claims that are very promising,
and be thinks Soahtern Oregon has »
good futore and will yet be a big
mining district and that as a dealrable
place of residence it is far ahead
of any state he has ilved in,

8. H, Otts, & well known mining
man of Oripple Creek, Oolo., accow-
panied Mr. Smith to Grants and will
look over this district with a view of
locating hrre. Mr. Otts t. .nks that s
section that has so good n showing as
Southern Oregon will prove to be s
rich mining district.

Miners' blu_isutheColnuoh.

et|FRUIT GROWERS TO
HOLD MEETING

Will Meet Saturday, Septembr 22
to Take Steps 10 Have State
Law Enforced.

A meeting of the Grants Pass Froit
Growers Associhtion will be beld at
the Courier office on Saturday, Sep-
tember 22, at 1:830 p m Every mem-
ber of the Association is expected to
be present as there are several matters
of importance to be acted on. The
meetivg will be open to all froit
growers and every person who has an
orchard, even of bot a dozen trees, is
invited and expected to be present, |

One of the principal matters for
action will be the adopting of a peti-
tion to the county court asking for the
appointment of & county fruit in-
spector and the recommending of a
soitable person for the position, to
onforon the new stute law that makes
it obligatory on all owners of diseased
fruit trees to eéither free them of pesta
or destroy them onder peoalty of it
being donw by the inspector amd the
cost becoming a lean upon the land.

As every frait tree owoer will be
foroed to spray and as the first apray-
fng will have to be done so soon as
the leaves are off the trees spray ma-
terinl will be in demand mud the
nnion will supply it at ocost toall
froit growers in order to assist them
in cleaning up their orchards. All
who will require spray material will
be expected to give in at this meeting
the amount they will require,

It being impossible to rent s soit-
able warehouse in Grants Pass in
which to hasndle this year's crop of
spples it is necessary that the Assooia-
tion build & warehousn, At the forth-
comiog meating this matter will ba
considered and arraogements made to
secure suitable gronnds and the ereot-
fon of the building. As this will

require & legal orgunization to

§

No. 24.

Assooiation aud onable funds to be
secored with which to pay for the
warehouso and fitting it up it will be
necessary to lncorporate,

In order to bave a basis on which to
negotiate with dealera for the pur-
chase of the apple orop it is expected
that every fmrmer, who will ship
through the Association, will submis
at the meeting to ba held next Satue-
day a carefol esbimate of the firss
grade apples in bis orchard. As ll:m
is & likelihood of thers being a cider
and vinugar factory erected in Grants
Pass this Fall an estimate is wanted
of the non-shipping apples and also of
pears aud prunes,

The sovooess of thoe Asspointion
means the placing of the frolt in-
dustry of this section of Rogoe River
Valley on a profiiable basis, To
that end it is tn the interest of
both farmers and bosiness men to ald
the organization all possible in ita
efforts to get the pests eradicated from
the orohards of this section and of sa-
ouring better market [facllities and
better prices for fruit.

At the meeting on the 23d all the
fruit growers ahould attend for it
will be to their fOnancial advantage
in many ways.

Alex Watta, the veteran miner and
omne of the few left residing in Josephine
county of the men who opened up the
mines at Sailor Diggings, now Waldo,
in 1851-2, where the first perma-
nent mining camp waa cstablished in
Josephine connty, was in Grants Pass
Monday from bis farm and mine near
Provolt. Mr. Watta was accompanied
by his wife and thelr daoghter, Mre,
A, J. Bohrimpf of Santa Paula, Oal,
who is here on a visit. Mra Watts
and Mra, Schrimpf left by the evening
train for Rosebarg, where they go by
stage to Myrtle Point to visit Mra
W. Harrington, s deoghter of Mra,
Watts, who resides there. They will
then yo to Riverton to vislt Mea A,
8. York, another daughter and George
Elliott, a son.

Fine commercial printing at the

properly onrry ou the bosiness of the

Courier office.

Front Street, south side
opposite

e
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considers that the greatest mmp!!- the Railroad DCP’nt. Homes Furnished (:Omplete the Dl’ll[l[ Grounds.
went he can pay to the southern frait-
growing belt is that it is & gecond L . ne a[: i u "
e e N Safishiction Cuaranteed Money Back if You Want |
‘‘He thinks the State Fish Warden | lb dc lﬂﬂ “araﬂ ee 8 n ' n a '
shoold lovk after things s little more | ! %
darefully in connection with the dam Furniture Stoves
in Rogue River, pear Grants Puss, " e
which, he sayn i defiolent in fish (‘arth‘h - Rangcﬁ
!add:.ref. Wi'[t)h ltl;u n.»emrlt :In:;}:ul:;;:; };ac:' Curtains Granite-ware
ATe dylog DY 1@ woore in @ 1eres .
to get up stream snd spawn, “"l';t:c';:eh Tinware
C0ut of 20 large-sized fsh, " said 4R e s
Mr, Mason, ‘I counted ouly four that Pillows Wflﬂdell ware
got over the falls. The rest perished Cots Wilow-ware
in the attempt, their bodiss Aoaring | ; C ‘k -
along as & mute denunciation of thr; Mirrors LFTOCKEry
neglect to yrovide proper facilities Linoleums Glassware
(i @ o reach thel i - 2 "
:::;';:1,0;::::““ to reach their spawn . ‘vl[ldﬂ“’ bhﬂdes | Lanlps
———— ! Pictures The new Rugs have arrived, Cutl
: = sautiful patterns; call and see utiery
COMMERC'AL CLUB AND Picture Frames beautif 110 p_"ll!trll : u, i m;r. ; £48
! 1 them. $15.00 to $£32.00, We Fine China
MINERS ASSO, MERGE | « Clocks

Commercial Club Will Haunum\

Exhibit Rooms Formerly
Kept by Association.

Big assort-

A specinl meetiog of the Grants | ment of Wall
Pass commercial olub was held at the | Papers, are
mining exhibit rooms Mooday even- | ﬂh solutel ‘
ing at which & merger of the Cumv: new, up- to'-

mercial Clab and the Miners Associn -

tion was affected, the Mioers Apso- |

Wall Paper
Paper Sheathings

can give you a Carpet at a close
figure that will make you happy
and your house beautiful.

Baby Carriages
Go-Carts

! Wall Paper

date and the
prices right.

ciastion turning over their exhibits|
and effects to the Clab who will main-

10¢ to 75¢

tain the exbLibit room as heretofors, |
The Miners®Association has for uearly |
three years past kept ao exhibit room |
open, the expense of its maintensoce
being borne by bosioess and minins|
men who sobsoribed toward
port.

The clob now has & membership of
over 40 and an offort is being mu.dnl
to increase the namber. :

COMFORTS

Qur immense

stock has ar-

rived. The as-
sortment 18 cer-
trinly had to beat; from $5.00
down to our special offering—a
$1.35 Comfort for $1.00.

its sop-
|

Three new departments were added
to the clab and vice-presidents elected
{to the bead of the departments as fol.
lows: Department of mines, Fraok
Sonth; department of timber, H. L !

Dish Drainers — a

most useful article

in a number of ways
25¢

“ -

v
g

RANGES—This range is the latest
in a thoroughly reliable Range at a
moderate price;
been spared in getting it out and we
guarantee it o please; it is a per

Gilkey: department of irrigation,

| Geo. 8. Calhous. We desire to call particu-

fect baker, economical in fuel, at-

Call and see them.

no expense has

tractive, durable and the price gAsy,

A lot of

odd pat-

terns  in
all kinds o)
Mattings
to close at
20% dis-
count.

PILLOWS-
a big line in
the best of
tickings, and
at the old
prices — 75¢ to $2.25 gets as
good a Pillow as can be had for
the money.

Cuspidors in earth-
en, China and steel
30c to $1 00

lar attention to this week's

‘ The watter of Sonthern Oregon ad-
vertising was brought op and s com-
mittee which had previously been
asppoioted was infructed 1o appear
before the county court and ask for
an appropristion for advertisiog pur- |

| specials—that is our sales
Carpet Remnants,

Go-Carts,

on Comforts, Mattings,
Dairyj Pails, Flint Tu m bl o,r8,

lf you buy it at Thomas @ O’Neill’s yougetit right.
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