- Mr.

IDyouever hear of s rallway preai-
dent rupuing as Areman on an en-

¥ine? Well, I know of one who did,
and, if you've got time to luuuon,
1 will tell you the stury now,

It wan in the summer of 1585 that 1
was firing on a single travk loe that
runs up from Junction City through
Ueorgotown, & matter of 110 miles,
The line wan owned mostly by »man
naaned. Thedford, why way president
and superiitendent all in one.

1 hind been firing on the Yoe for two
years baci; all the time with one en-
gineer, Bob Hunter by name, and s
flagr inan never lived,

1 suppose It would be anly natursl
for me to speak well of Bob, anyway,

for 1 was clénn head over ears in love |

with bas pretty dmughter Molly, and
wan only walting for s Lit of rise in
my pay to make her Mra Martin,
Though 1 didn't see any chanoe for
that rise where | was, 1 didn't like to
leave aud go o another line, for that
would take me away from Molly.

One day Dob says to me:

“Jim, sin't you and Molly sever go-
ing to ger married 2"

“Just na soon ns | can get my rise”
wuys 1 bt | don't see how I'm going
to get it here.”

“Why don't you go and sak Billy
anys he.

You sve, Tilly was always what we
called Mr. Thedford—beliind his back,
uf course—for we were mighty polite
to his face.

“Ho won't do anything for me"
pays 1, “tar you know elther one of
the cleativrs up o Georgetown wiould
be glnd entgh to Jump lnto my place,
and he adn't goibg to give me s rise just
to plense me."

“Well” sayn Hob, it won™ do any
hurt to tey iL*

B0 pexe day 1 warhed up and went
to the company's oMes, and saked for
Thedtord, After a tew minutes he
st woril 1o me that he would ses e,
nud i 1T went,

“What s it, my maa?
buny,” says he.

Ho I up and told him whal I wanted

“How miuch are you getting now?™
siys he,

“Fortiy-five dollars s month,” says 1.

Then he pursed up hin lips, and
hetiimed and hawed o Bothe aned sayn:

"1 don't see how we can glve you
anything more, my good fellow. You
see yours s not a very reaponsilile po-
Mulon: merely one that requires s lit-
te bodily strength.  And we can find
plenty of men who would be only too
gind to take your pince st that sal
ury.”

With that bhe turned to a letter he
vins writing, and 1 knew 1 had no more
business there. 1 tell you 1 feit sore
tao be told v dide®t tnke much to know
how 1o fire an sngine, and | came
mighty pear throwing my job up and
trying 1o get on another line, But
Molly persuaded me to hold on » Mt
tle longer.

Now, betors [ come to the partien-
lnr polnt of this yarn, I want to tell
you s little abaout thisline, 1 have sald
It won o single teack one, running
from Junetlon Ulty w  Ueorgetown.
The latter place wan a little town of
SO0 o 600 Intiabltants; st In smmer
B grent many people eame up there,
snd so 1 stpposs the line pald.

Anyhow, Thedfurd, who had a sum:
mier place thare, was rich enough to run
It for hitnaell If e waoted o,

Bob lived st Georgetown  and
hoarded with him. Our trips began
At elght In the moroing, and we gener-
nlly ran the 110 miles in Ave hours
Theon ot three In the afternoon we
cnmie bmck, getting howe at sight,

AR Aool ae we reached the round.
house ad Ueorgetown our day's work
Wi avar, for the cleaners took the
engrine Whvil, elonned and polished her,
aud Inkd the fire sll ready to start the
nexl mornlng

Weld, e [ sald, 1 hung on to my jub,
hoplng that something would turn up
thnt woulil glve ma a I U1 one day
I Augist,

The wholo summer had been unecmn
mun hot, but that day weot ahead of
anything 1 ever suw. (M course, while
we wores ruuning wa hnd a hroese, but
the minute we stopped it sevined an if
we were in a furnaee, and, naturally,
working uear 8 hot fre didn't improve
things

O the homs trip Dot was  taken
slek, nnd had all he could do 1o hold
okt we got to the home station,
when he got hotie we soon ns promai bl
After the truin was emplied 1 ran
the sngiue to the roundhonse, o Rt
gt jro stralght home and wash i

Hut when 1 ran whe eogine W the
Arnt thing | saw wae my two clentiers
Iwid out on & benp of sshes, dend
drunk

Here was n pretiy meas, for it wopld
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“Mr, Thedfard,"” sald 1, ol is giek, t Nght svl Wy 'k e if
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lie, tor thers were two or three men
that eqguld have fired all right, but it
struck me all of » sudden that here
was & fine chance (o get with
Willy, and let him ace whether it touk
any knowhow to fire an vugine for w
Hirmiles ran,

It wo lmppened that we had just wod-
ed up oo the home tripat a littie nta
tlun three milles from Georgetown, so
we had plenty of fuel abonrd Lo e ke
the rum with,

“Can you do 17" ays e, “Hemem-
ber, Hode 110 mbles, wnd by in 8230 how
s Fou have snly two and & half hours
to make the run that generally takss
dotible that time ™

“Lean do i, " says 1, “Uf you will Jump
sboard, pull off your cost and do Just
as I tell you"

No sooner aald than done, and In ten
minutes we had the old enpgime yu the
turndable, turted her around wsed
wers off,

1t the road wae rough when we ran
at our uenal speed, that pight, making
Aouble time, It was just awlul. As we
flew around the eurves It seemed as if
we ahould lose the track at every turn
of the drivecs, and the poor old ma
ehlne rocked and swayed so that,
an | was to it 1 gould hardly keep on
my seat hy the lever,

It 1L was hiard on me, what must it
have basn to poor old Billy? 1 would
hardly keep from laughing in lis face
a8 | waichied him and heard him
groan ee he handied the Lenvy sticks
we used for fuel

The heat of the weather, adided 10
that of the furnace and the nnususl
work, made him look as 1 he was ltin
Turkish bath. “The water ran down
his face, his atiff white ooliar hung
down on his shouldera ke a wel rag
and his beautiful amoeth shirt hosom
looked as if some one had thrown o
patl of driy waler

ia haonds were
handliong the wood,
gether he wan the mont unlikely
ing railway president |

naed

aver him

torn and eat from
and take It alto
Lok

aver aaw

Onee o awhile ] had toshout st him te
Iy the wood even (o the furbace nud
would tedl bim he would get 1he koack

of 1t in thine

Whenerer he tried to peat | tald him
we wers loslng steam, and if he wante
to oateh that tealn hemustn's Idle over
the work

It 1 had thought to hiteh & cat on
when we staried we should have run
mikeh smoithery hut I was too Inte b
think of that now, and so oo we rushed

pow through woodlands, now  past
grain Avlde, lurching fest Lo one sile
atd Ahen to whe other, until L expreted
overy minute to land wroong side up

in the ditoh
However, luek wae with us 1hat night

and we (| 1 up st Junetion City al
st 110 Poor old Mlly eonld hardly

mh down from whe engine, but ke
managed 1o pasp out

ome o my office st ywo o'eloek
newl Saturdpy™

1learued aPMerward that finding the
Chiengi train was behind tle, e
hunted wp a elothing store mod! Figeed!
himawlf oot wivne o Jook kv a edabllzod
mad, whieh be didn"t when he Wt

1 minnaged 1o And & Arvman who wa
willing Lo make the run bnck with e
aod | finaliy ot hodie at Ahres "
and, Andtng the eleaners u Hitle s

bered up, got to bed e

)as possibie

eortulnly thke we untd) midoight o
gl the mavhive In P teim fur the
next day's Frun, anid w o hot, gremny $ohi
I was ponny wenther, b i shieh w
uight as thst it was frightful o thiuk
of it Hovwerer, there wan id help tor
M, Wi | ik

14 vle n beplnning when
1 b amlug inomt th
T, 1 1 mww (L was 1ty
e fon ' ry ravited vl he
kil § 1 Tunier was

“H . . “aid s slok he ean®y
hold t P |

THenvens " bald he; “I shial be |
g LTS

' He Wit ont to say that, if he
wi [ { the next dny, somnn
(H | led It would tali
thireiig wun il cost him A quap
lair uf

h vin woes theaugh June
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