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drants Pass i= the county seat of Jose

ne county and is sliusted in the center
of the Southern Oregon gold mining dis
trict
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Oregon, as second -class mall matter,
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#Th. trial of Mre. Bolkin ended in hor
conviction of marder in the first degres.
Doubtless her case will be appealed o

tne higher court.
e ———————

The election of Theodore Koosevelt as
governor of the suipire state has in it
more of siguificence than appesrs
on the surince. It indicates that there
in alieady in progress s revelution
against the spoils systern and that
wo are enlering upon an  ers of
purer government, All patriots should
rejoice that coutemporansous with the
expansien ol territory the most pro-
noumced antagonist of the spoils system
has been elected to the gubernatorial
chair of the most wealthy aud pepulous
state in the umion.

e ———

The Covmisr wishes its many readers
& Happy New Year. We bent our backs
to the oare as the tide of prosperity =as
ruasing oul and thanks lo the staunch
suppors of friends we mede something
ol headway against the current. With
the jNew Year we are rejoicing in the
flond tide of prosperity that is sweeping
over the land. The year 1508 has been
a great epoch maker for us, The year
1809 will witness & ighty development
of wealth and & no less wouderful devel
opment in the character of our psople
Responsibility sobers men and nations,
and our new responsibilities will make
us & better people. The Covmikn pro-
poses to keep abreast of the times and if
possible & little in advance, for it 1
more neble to lead than w iollow. May
all our readers partake of the blessings
of u proeperous year.

A serious problem cenfronis us in the
Philippines. Our forces have demunded
the surrender of Lloilo recently captured
by the insurgents. This is right and
that right must be enlorced ; but it needs
& man of clear Lead, cool judgment and
infinite patience to bring order out of
conlusion there and prevent s bloody
snd useless conflict, The Filipinos are
not to be blamed if alter their experience
with the Spaniards, they aro suspicieus
of the new powers We must remember
that we are dealing with people who
have grown up..m the atmosphere o
treachery and falsehood. They do not
know what it is to experience honest,
fair dealing. They must be treated as
children and our wuthorities in the Phil
ippines will do well to strelch patience
and forbearance to the uttermost until
they have gained the confidence of these

overgrown children,
———
Happily the uation of Havana and
ita occupation by the American forces
was unattended by any violent demon
stration. The Cubans lelt very msere
over the refusal to allow them to display
the Cuban flag or o participate in the
ceremomies. AL first sight our sysipa
thies were with the Cobane in their dis
appointiment. They have fought for
yours for the expulsion of the Spanisk
forcesand longed for the day when the
bhated flag should be banished from ther
shores. It must have besn cxcesdin

Mr Cuords Beplios

bitter 1o be denied the privilege of waviug
their fag in the face of the retiriug loe,
yet the Unlted States could not connist- |
ently permit the display of the flag or
recognize the Caban forces. There
danger ol insult and riot il the t ubans |
were given & free haud. The American
forees were by every law bound to pro
tect the conjuered loe agaiust any and
every assault. Further, our government |
bad declared against the recognition of
the so-called Cuban government. To al
low the dieplay of the Cuban flag orto |
sulfer organized Cuban Lreops to part)
pate in the ceremonies would have been |
& virtual recoguition of such government |

was |

snd might have led 1o serious complion |
tions in the [uture. We thiok, there r
fore, that General Hrooks was right .-.!
his denial of their claims The only I
question that might arise s, was 1L dom
in the best and most concilinting n

ner”’
————————————
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lask.
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