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Housing: Commissioners seek voice on health board
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groups and one medical trans-
portation system.
Board represen-
tatives include
four people from
each county, Re-
gional  Director
Mimi Haley told
commissioners.
Those represent-
ing Clatsop are officers from
Providence Seaside Hospi-
tal and Columbia Memorial
Hospital, the director of Clat-
sop Community Action, and

BUSINESS
& SERVICES

I Commercial Printing
for all your business needs

Business Forma, Propozals, Imvoices
Statements, Work Orders, Salss Books,
Buginezs Carda, Envelopes & More!
503.325.7776 « POLKRILEYS.COM

529 SE Marlin Ave., Warrenton

VISA

[ pointcS,

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

35359 Hwy. 101 Bus.
Astoria

503-325-2861

L4 oscovER

Member SIPC

Edward Jones | invEsTMENTS

Adam Miller

Financial Advisor

632-A W. Marine Dr., Astoria 503 325-7991

DARLENE WARREN, AGENT

£

FARMERS
INSURANCE £
1639 SE Ensign Ln.
Warrenton

503-861-2672

www.edwardjones.com

The Warren Family

Your full-service agency:

LIFE/HEALTH/MEDICARE
COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS
AUTO/BOATS
MOTORCYCLES/RV's

the president of the Warren-
ton-Hammond school board.

“I don’t care who
does sit on the
board. The point
is who does not
sit,”  Thompson
said.

Commission-
er Pamela Wev
agreed.

“I think we should be at the
table -- not by invitation, but
because we need to be there,”
Wev said. “I'm just very con-
cerned that itisn’t part of doing

business of the CCO to have us
on board as a voting member.
... Especially on issues of hous-
ing and mental health and
public health in general, the
buck stops here. Right here.
On the Clatsop County Com-
mission.”

While there was no res-
olution Wednesday on the
board representation issue,
the agency’s director thanked
commissioners for their “hon-
est, straightforward conversa-
tion.”

The Columbia Pacific CCO
has focused on vaccinations,
emergency food allocation,
and housing during the pan-
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demic, Haley said during her
annual report to the board.
The region’s lack of housing is
critical, she said.

In Clatsop County, 17 in ev-
ery 1,000 people experience
homelessness, a rate nearly six
times the state’s rate of 3 per
1,000, according to her report.

Clatsop County’s own hous-
ing study shows the need for
more than 2,600 new housing
units by 2038, she pointed
out.

Trillium House, a low-in-
come housing project in the
works near Home Depot in
Warrenton, will provide some
of the 163 additional housing
units needed per year.

“A hundred and sixty-three
just seems like a really big
number,” Commissioner
Courtney Bangs g
said. “Can we open | =
a discussion in the |§
future that talks § ©
about how we in |
the county can |
immediately take £
action? We need
to do anything we
can to help promote activity,
building activity. ... Housing is
critical. We have job openings
everywhere and we have no-
where to put people.”

Commissioner Thompson,
co-chair of the Association
of Oregon Counties Housing
Subcommittee, will participate
Monday in a statewide meet-
ing on housing shortages.

“Part of my angst this morn-
ing is that it has taken so long,”
Thompson said. “We are on
the cusp now of being able to
take the administrative actions
that are needed. ... We have
been disconnected. We need
to be connected at every level.”

Housing will be the topic of
an upcoming work session,
County Manager Don Bohn
said.

“We have some really im-
mediate needs such as micro-
housing options, which I think
are a viable path forward to
meet some of those needs,”
Bohn said. “It’s just getting
everybody aligned politically
and communitywise to work
together.”
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