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can have for golf.”
Gearhart Golf Links started out 

in the late 1880s as a three-hole 
course built by Scottish immi-
grants who missed the sport and 
thought Gearhart’s meadows were 
similar to those in their native 
country. By 1892, golf was offered 
as a regular pastime for guests at 
the Hotel Gearhart.

Now an 18-hole four-hour 
course, its history makes Gearhart 
Golf Links the oldest course west 
of the Mississippi River.

Gearhart Golf Links is owned by 
Tim Boyle, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Columbia Sports-
wear. He leases the 34-room Gear-
hart Hotel and The Sand Trap pub 
to McMenamins.

The links are open 365 days a 
year – with free golf on Christmas 
day in exchange for canned food 
donations.

Bangild’s favorite thing about 
Gearhart Golf Links: “It’s the peo-
ple, for sure. I love the fact that, at 
the end of our Men’s Club and La-
dies’ Club, you’re sitting in a room 
with a crabber, a logger, a cardiol-
ogist, a school teacher, a cartog-
rapher, and a police officer and 
you wouldn’t know the difference. 
Everybody plays with everybody. 
We’re all friends here.”

Nearly 100 panelists judged the 
courses for Golf Magazine on en-
joyment, design attributes, chal-
lenge, and surroundings/environ-
ment.

The top 10: Bethpage Black in 
Farmingdale, N.Y.; Lawsonia at 
Green Lake, Wis.; Sand Hollow in 
Hurricane, Utah; Rustic Canyon 
in Moorpark, Calif.; Wild Horse in 
Gothenburg, Neb.; French Lick/
Ross in French Lick, Ind.; George 
Wright in Hyde Park, Mass.; Beth-
page Red in Farmingdale, N.Y.; 
The Quarry at Giant’s Ridge in 
Biwabik, Minn.; and Belvedere in 
Charlevoix, Mich.
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