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Team ready to push aside pandemic, get out and play

BY BRUCE DUSTIN
For The Columbia Press

Charlie Bergerson is a
starting senior on Warren-
ton High School’s varsity
football team, No. 55 on
the offensive and defensive
lines.

In an interview, Charlie
talked about the impact the
pandemic has had on his life.

“I'm grateful that school is
starting up again. But, more
importantly, I'm excited
about football,” he said. “It’s
a way of relieving my stress.
It gives me an opportunity
to hang out with friends and
to socialize--to be a part of a
team.”

Initially, he found the pan-
demic was depressing, espe-
cially when thinking about
his high school career.

“From kindergarten, my
dream was of being a se-
nior,” he said. “But once I got
there, it was like a rug being
pulled out from underneath
me. I didn’t have any incen-
tive to work hard at home. I
wasn’t motivated, so I just
didn’t do it.”

Warrenton’s first full-pad
practice of the season was
on Friday, Feb. 19, according
to Head Coach Ian O’Brien.
The resumption of sports has
changed Charlie’s attitude.

“I had lousy grades in the
beginning -- like I wasn’t go-
ing to graduate. In my head,
a diploma was just a piece of
paper. I just didn’t see the
reason to put any real effort
into something that I saw as
ridiculous,” he said. “Hybrid
ed (education) and being
part of a team has pulled me
back out of my lethargy. It
has given me a tomorrow.”

Ian O’Brien, Warrenton’s
athletic director, said he’s
glad players finally have a
chance to get out and com-
pete.

“Our kids have been putting

28 to 32 kids attending out-
door workouts through these
last six weeks or better.”

The training and hard

workouts are beneficial in
many ways, he added.

“I would also like to take
this time to thank all our
coaches who have been dili-
gently finding creative ways
to give students these oppor-
tunities. We have dedicated
kids and coaches.

“I am beyond fired up that
our students have the oppor-
tunity to compete and play.
It’s going to be an exciting
day on March 5th.”

in a lot of hard work on the
field during the lockdown,”
O’Brien said. “We have con-
sistently had anywhere from

Charlie
Bergerson

Three local residents have
been named to the Eastern
Oregon University dean’s list
for the fall term.

To qualify, students must
achieve and maintain a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher
while completing a minimum
of 12 hours of graded course-
work.

Those on the list are Aman-
da Adams and Trenton Shaw,
Astoria; and Robert Leitch,
Hammond.

on Friday, Feb. 19.

Let’s End the Pandemic |

(7 ’ e've been in the Warrenton area for nearly a year, and we'd love
'} I to get to know you better. Come visit us at our Warrenton branch,
right next to Walmart. You'll feel right at home in our relaxed style branch,
which also features a full-service Red Leaf Organic Coffee bar! We even
ipate in the first full-pad practice of the season R have special offers just for new members at our Warrenton branch!
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New Member Special Offers:

7 Opena Choice Checking account at the
Warrenton branch by 2/28* and meet the
qualifications for 120 days and get $100.

Plus, geta “5 Espressos on Us" card, good
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Get vaccinated Wear a mask.

when you can.
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Stay 6-feet away
from others and
avoid crowds.
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Woash hands often.
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