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Firefighters prepare for another busy season

The Oregon Department of
Forestry has begun gearing
up for this summer’s inevita-
ble wildfires.

Alot of preparation goes on
behind the scenes each win-
ter and spring, said Blake El-
lis, the agency’s interim fire
operations manager.

“We essentially double our
firefighting forces going into
the summer, when wildfire
risk is highest,” Ellis said.

Readiness activities include
ensuring contracts for equip-
ment, aircraft and other re-
sources have been signed
and hundreds of miles of fire
hose have been cleaned and

rolled, ready for use state-
wide.

A new policy governing use
of drones has been adopted.

Hiring of seasonal firefight-
ers is under way. New fire-
fighters will attend training
at ODF and interagency fire
schools across the state in
June.

Permanent and returning
firefighters will take fire line
refresher training over the
next two months.

Last year, ODF had great
success testing infrared tech-
nology, the agency reported.
Carried on aerial vehicles, the
equipment sawed through

The communities of Astoria and
Warrenton celebrate the bounty of the
Pacific Ocean at the annual
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event each year.

Warrenton

“We're really proud of
the whole community
coming out and being
a part of it. We would-
n‘t be able to do this
without community

support.” *

heavy smoke on two Oregon
wildfires — Horse Prairie and
Eagle Creek.

The technology provided
sharp images and real-time
fire mapping for fire manag-
ers.

“From detection to fire-map-
ping and active wildfire sup-
pression, aircraft continue to
play a critical role in the fight
to save lives, resources and
property,” said Neal Laugle,
ODF’s aviation manager.

Contracted aircraft flew
1,477 hours on firefighting
missions for ODF last year,
more than 100 hours above
average, he said.
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“This (event) is so
important to the busi-
ness community. We
really feel like it's a

good economic driver.”
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Your Local, Occupational
Drug

If you've been searchmg for a
drug testing and sample
collection center that is pro-
fessional and friendly, call us
today!

® Drug Screening
® Breathalyzer
® Paternity

® Personalized service,
treating every client as an individual
® e treat everyone with the courtesy,
respect and dignity they deserve.
® | ocally owned and operated with
more than 20 years of experience in
the business.

@ Rapid testing also available by
request.
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