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mond man who was attacked 
and injured by a bull while 
walking to his mailbox. The 
bull had been the culprit of 
several aggressive actions in 
the days before the attack, 
Warwick said. 

Charging the mayor’s wife 
was one, Warrenton Police 
Sgt. Jim Pierce added. “And 
he charged my patrol car.”

The elk was killed humane-
ly.

Pierce described another 
dangerous elk-human in-
teraction at Robinson Com-
munity Park near the grade 
school. The call came in as 
“Kids being charged by an 
elk,” Pierce said.

After interviewing all par-
ties, it was discovered the 
children had been harassing 
the elk, he said.

In the past three years -- 
since Pierce has been with 
the department -- there have 
been 49 elk calls received 
through the dispatch center.

“The majority have main-
ly been elk blocking roads, 
elk being in people’s yards 
and elk damaging property,” 
Pierce said. “There were just 
a few that had any merit.”

Noting the growing prob-
lem, a couple of years ago the 
city passed a law making it a 
crime to feed elk and other 
wildlife.

“We’ve caught several peo-
ple within our own commu-
nity feeding elk,” Pierce said. 
“Some turn around later and 
make a complaint that they’re 
having problems with the 
elk.”

There are an estimat-
ed 6,000 elk in the Saddle 
Mountain Unit, with 125 elk 
in the Warrenton-Fort Ste-
vens area, Biederbeck said. 
Add in Clatsop Plains and the 
Lewis and Clark Valley and 
there are more than 500 local 
elk.
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