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N
ow that the pres-
sure’s off, Jesse 
Brown only has to 
worry about leaping 
off a horse galloping 

at 25 mph and landing on a quar-
ter-ton of uncooperative muscle 
and bone.

But in the rodeo arena, at least, 
he has a level of control.

Waiting on elements over 
which he has no influence is a 
different matter — tougher than 
wrestling a steer to the ground.

Tougher mentally, anyway.
Watching helplessly as results 

from his competitors 
appear on a cellphone 
screen is exhausting in 
its way.

But a cellphone isn’t 
likely to crack your ribs 
or rearrange your vertebrae.

Brown, a professional steer 
wrestler from Baker City, knows 
about having his nerves wracked 
while he waits to find out if his 
months of toil — dozens of hours 
driving through the night, seconds 
of exquisite focus as his horse 
pulls beside a steer — will pay off 
with the ultimate reward.

That’s a berth in the National 
Finals Rodeo, the annual 10-day 
event in early December at the 
Thomas and Mack Center in Las 
Vegas.

The Super Bowl of rodeo.
“That’s the number one goal,” 

Brown, 30, said in a phone inter-
view on Sept. 20. “Everybody 
wants to be there.”

And for the third straight year, 
Brown will be there.

With the season wrapping up 
at the end of this month, Brown is 
11th in the world steer wrestling 
standings, comfortably within 
the top 15 who qualify for the 
National Finals.

“I’m safe right now,” he said.
This is the second straight year 

that Brown, a 2011 Baker High 
School graduate, has solidified his 

spot in the National Finals without 
any great drama. In 2021 Brown 
was ranked second in earnings at 
the end of the season.

But 2020 was quite a differ-
ent situation — and not only 
because the pandemic inter-
rupted the rodeo schedule at 
 times.

In late September of that year, 
just before he competed in his 
final rodeo in Texas, Brown was 
in 16th place, just $500 out of 
15th and a berth in the National 
Finals.

One of his two closest compet-
itors was at a rodeo in New Jersey. 
The other was in South Dakota.

Brown, who played foot-
ball at Washington State Univer-
sity before transferring to Mon-
tana State University — where 
he competed in team roping 
and earned a degree in busi-
ness management — before tak-
ing up rodeo full time, had to 
monitor results on his phone  
that day.

When the numbers were 
finally tallied he had made it — 
by a margin of $1,650.

“When you’re close to 15th 
it’s kind of an uneasy feeling,” 
Brown said. “You don’t want to 
be on the other side of it.”

The 2020 season was differ-
ent in another sense.

That year, due to the pan-
demic, the National Finals were 
moved from Las Vegas to Texas. 
Brown was grateful to qual-
ify, but he was disappointed that 
he didn’t get to compete in the 
Thomas and Mack Center.

He finally had that chance in 
December 2021.

Brown finished the year 
ranked sixth, with yearly earn-
ings of $165,000.

He kicked off the 2022 season 

with his biggest paycheck by far.
Brown won $100,000 as 

the steer wrestling champion 
on March 6 at The American, a 
rodeo in Arlington, Texas.

Although that rodeo didn’t 
count toward qualifying for the 
National Finals, the payout easily 
boosted Brown’s earnings above 
his previous record from 2021.

He’s earned another $91,000 
from “official” events this year.

Brown said he’s generally 
happy with his performance this 
season.

He spent much of the year 
traveling with fellow steer wres-
tler J.D. Struxness of Minnesota. 

Struxness is ranked 
fifth.

“We’ve pushed each 
other,” Brown said.

Most recently, he 
placed fifth at the Pend-

leton Round-Up.
“Probably my favorite rodeo 

of the year,” Brown said.
In 2019 he set the Round-Up’s 

steer wrestling record, bringing 
down his steer in 3.7 seconds.

Getting ready for Vegas
As a National Finals veteran, 

Brown said he feels confident 
that he knows how to prepare for 
the event, set for Dec. 1-10.

“I know how it works now,” 
he said.

In particular, Brown said he 
understands how busy he’ll be, 
with sponsor commitments and 
other tasks, each day leading up 
to the evening performance.

“Knowing that routine will be 
nice,” he said.

He’s also looking forward to 
having family among the 20,000 
spectators.

He said his parents, Jim and 
Vicki Brown, plan to attend all 
10 nights, and other relatives and 
friends probably will attend some 
performances.

“It’s always a blast to see 
everybody,” he said. “It’s a fun 
time.”

Champing at the bit
Baker steer wrestler 
preps for berth in 
National Finals Rodeo

Kathy Aney/East Oregonian

Jesse Brown of Baker City wrestles his steer on Sept. 15, 2022, at the Pendleton Round-Up.

HAINES STEER WRESTLER RANKED 20TH

Mike McGinn of Haines is the 20th-ranked steer wrestler 
in the world, with earnings this year of $63,557.

By JUSTIN DAVIS
Blue Mountain Eagle

Grant County football teams  
finish the week 1-2

GRANT COUNTY — Grant County 
football teams were all on the road this past 
week, finishing 1-2 in games played over the 
weekend.

The first game of the week was on Thurs-
day, Sept. 22, and saw the 
Prairie City/Burnt River 
Panthers head to Joseph 
for a High Desert League 
showdown. The Panthers 
found themselves back in 
the win column following 
two straight losses after a 
48-32 victory.

The Panthers improved 
to 2-2 on the season with an 
identical 2-2 league record 
following the win.

Two Grant County prep 
football squads played on 
Friday, Sept. 23.

In the first matchup, the 
Dayville/Monument Tigers 
traveled to Echo to take 
on the Cougars in another 
High Desert League con-
test. Echo was just too 
much for the Tigers, who 
fell 58-13 on the road.

The loss drops the 
Tigers’ season mark to 1-3 
with a 1-3 league record 
thus far.

The last football game 
of the weekend had the 
Grant Union Prospectors 
travel to Hermiston High 
School looking to enter 
the win column for the first 
time this season as they 
took on another winless 
team in the Irrigon Knights 
in a Blue Mountain Confer-
ence game.

The Pros would come 
up just short of that goal, 
falling to the Knights in a 
close contest that ended 
with them on the wrong 
side of a 32-28 scoreboard. 
The loss keeps Grant Union 
winless on the season at 
0-4, with an 0-2 mark in the 
Blue Mountain Conference.

All three Grant County teams are at 
home this week following their road trips. 
Prairie City/Burnt River will look to keep 
its momentum going against Huntington on 
Friday, Sept. 30, at Prairie City High School. 
Kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m.

Dayville/Monument will be looking for 
its second win of the season on Friday when 
the Tigers host South Wasco County. Kick-
off is scheduled for 1 p.m.

Grant Union will have another chance 
to get into the win column on Friday when 
Lyle/Wishram makes the trip from Washing-
ton state to John Day. Kickoff is scheduled 
for 6 p.m.

Lady Pros pick up 3-1 win  
over Irrigon

IRRIGON — The eighth-ranked Grant 
Union volleyball team traveled to Irrigon on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, for a Blue Mountain 
Conference match and left with a 3-1 win.

The contest was the first league match of 
the season for the Lady Pros, who pushed 
their record to 10-5 following the victory.

Scores for the match were 25-17, 15-25, 
25-19 and 25-18.

Grant Union was scheduled to host Burns 
in a non-conference matchup on Tuesday, 
Sept. 27, with a 6 p.m. start time (after press 
time for the Blue Mountain Eagle). The Lady 
Pros will look to add another league win to 
their record when they host Weston-McE-
wen on Thursday, Sept. 29. Tipoff for that 

contest is slated for 4 p.m.

Tigers, Panthers fall  
to Adrian on same day

ADRIAN — Both the Prairie City and 
Dayville/Monument volleyball teams trav-
eled to Adrian for High Desert League con-
tests on Saturday, Sept. 24, with both suffer-
ing 0-3 losses to the Lady Antelopes.

Scores for the Dayville/Monument 
match were 25-8, 25-13 and 25-5. The Prai-

rie City match was quite a 
bit more competitive, with 
scores of 25-22, 25-10 and 
25-17.

The young Dayville/
Monument team fell to 
3-6 on the season with a 
1-2 league mark following 
the loss. The Lady Tigers 
will look to rebound when 
they host Jordan Valley and 
Prairie City on Saturday, 
Oct. 1, at Monument High 
School. Tipoff for the Jor-
dan Valley match is sched-
uled for noon, while the 
Prairie City match has a 
3 p.m. tipoff.

Sixth-ranked Prairie 
City fell to 13-4 on the sea-
son and hold an 0-1 league 
record. The Lady Panthers 
will look to return to their 
winning ways on Friday, 
Sept. 30, when they host 
Huntington. Tipoff for that 
contest is scheduled for 
5 p.m.

GU girls place 
second, boys eighth at 

Champs Invite
LEBANON — The 

Grant Union boys and girls 
cross country teams headed 
to Lebanon to participate 
in the Champs Invite and 
left with a pair of Top 10 
team finishes in a field that 
included more than 40 Ore-
gon high schools.

The Lady Pros placed 
second in the 3,000 meter 
event with 28 points, los-
ing out to eventual winners 
Oregon Episcopal by a sin-
gle team point.

Sophomore Maddie 
Bailey paced the Lady Pros with a time of 
14:15.18, good enough for third place over-
all. Fellow sophomore Abby Justice fin-
ished eighth with a time of 15:35.00.

The Lady Pros had another Top 10 fin-
isher in junior Aliciana Archibald, who 
finished ninth with a time of 15:41.10. 
Sophomore Macy Carter finished just 
outside the Top 10 at 11th with a time of 
15:47.38.

The Grant Union boys finished eighth 
in the 5,000 meter race with 254 team 
points. The Pros were just behind sev-
enth-place Vernonia, which finished with 
242 team points, and ahead of ninth-place 
Banks, which finished with 271.

Senior Brady Dole was the top finisher 
for the Prospector cross country team, fin-
ishing 12th out of 183 runners with a time 
of 18:01.12. Grant Union’s second-fastest 
runner on the afternoon was senior Quinn 
Larson, who finished 41st with a time of 
19:22.89.

Sophomore Logan Randleas had a 
respectable showing in Lebanon, finishing 
80th with a time of 20:48.93. Junior Sky-
lor Boyd was the final Grant Union runner 
to place inside the top 100, finishing 92nd 
with a time of 21:13.25.

The Grant Union cross country teams 
will look for another strong showing when 
they head to the Baker Invitational on Fri-
day, Sept. 30. The meet is being held at the 
Baker City Golf Course, with a start time 
to be determined.

SPORTS 

SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, SEPT. 29

Grant Union volleyball vs. 
Weston-McEwen, 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 30

Prairie City volleyball vs. Hun-
tington, 5 p.m.

Grant Union football vs. Lyle/
Wishram (WA), 6 p.m.

Prairie City football vs. Hun-
tington, 7 p.m.

Dayville/Monument football 
vs. South Wasco County @ 

Monument HS, 1 p.m.

Grant Union cross country @ 
Baker Invitational, Baker City Golf 

Course, time TBA

SATURDAY, OCT. 1

Grant Union volleyball @ Enter-
prise, noon

Grant Union volleyball vs. Hep-
pner @ Enterprise HS, 2 p.m

Prairie City volleyball vs. 
Jordan Valley @ Monument 

HS, 1:30 p.m.

Prairie City volleyball @ Dayville/
Monument, 3 p.m.

Dayville/Monument volleyball 
vs. Jordan Valley @ Monument 

HS, Noon

Dayville/Monument volleyball 
vs. Prairie City @ Monument 

HS, 3 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCT. 4

Grant Union volleyball @ Crane, 
6:30 p.m.

Home games in bold

SPORTS ROUNDUP

“THAT’S THE NUMBER ONE GOAL. 

EVERYBODY WANTS TO BE THERE.”

— Steer wrestler Jesse Brown, referring to the National Finals Rodeo

Accepting new Patients! Go to:

www.canyoncreekclinic.com

Shawna Clark, DNP, FNP

541-575-1263
235 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day, Oregon 97845

TOM CHRISTENSENTOM CHRISTENSEN

CONSTRUCTION
(541) 410-0557 • (541) 575-0192

REMODELS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • POLE BUILDINGS 

CONCRETE EXCAVATION • SHEET ROCK • SIDING 

ROOFING • FENCES • DECKS • TELESCOPING FORKLIFT SERVICES

CCB# 106077

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/9/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.


