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R
ecently we cov-
ered the origins of 
the continually pop-

ular .357 Magnum hand-
gun cartridge. Due to space 
constraints we were not 
able mention its merits as a 
rifle/carbine cartridge. The 
lever-action carbine may 
not be your idea of a perfect 
gun, but there are plenty of 
good things going 
for it.

In recent years, 
I’ve gotten to enjoy 
— with increas-
ing frequency — 
conversations with 
folks seeking to pick 
my brain. These 
have ranged from 
the novice to the seasoned 
veteran and in between. 
One topic that has repeat-
edly come up is a gun that 
focuses on self-defense and 
self-preservation.

Handguns and shotguns 
frequently get the nod where 
self-defense is concerned, 
as do the AR-15-style rifles. 
But are they really the best 
choice? It really depends on 
who you ask. Rather than be 
reduced to an emotionally 
fueled feud, I will say that 
having a gun, any gun, is 
always better than not.

The .357 Magnum as 
well as the .38 Special 
are two of the most popu-
lar handgun cartridges ever 
made. Having a carbine 
chambered in .357 means 
you can shoot both of those 
cartridges and ammo, typ-
ically, won’t be too expen-
sive nor tough to find.

The carbine, with its 
18- 20-inch barrel is eas-
ier to master — especially 
for inexperienced shooters 
— than either a handgun or 
a shotgun. Its light weight 
makes it easy to carry and 
pleasant recoil makes it fun 
to shoot.

It’s traits like these 
that endear .357 caliber, 
lever-action carbines to con-
testants on the Cowboy 
Action Shooting circuit. 
They are fast-cycling, offer-
ing quick follow-up shots, 
plenty accurate and hard-hit-
ting within their intended 
range of use.

The experts generally 
agree that the extra barrel 
length of the carbine pro-
vides anywhere between 
300 and 400 feet per second 
of muzzle velocity over the 
shorter handgun barrels with 
the same ammunition.

This puts the carbine into 
short range deer rifle terri-
tory as it will pack enough 
punch with 158- 180-grain 
loads out to approximately 
75-100 yards. Shotshell 
loads provide close-range 

protection from venom-
ous serpents and other small 
varmints raiding the yard or 
garden.

Inexpensive .38 Special 
loads are perfect for perfo-
rating tin cans, taking small 
game or protecting the occu-
pants of a thin-walled domi-
cile who may be worried 
about the infamous overpen-

etration of Magnum 
loads.

If you handload, 
a pound of pis-
tol powder should 
provide in excess 
of 500 rounds’ 
worth of shoot-
ing, depending 
upon your charge 

weight. Cast lead bullets 
are perfectly at home in a 
.357 and are a great way to 
save money by making your 
own projectiles. If you were 
of a mind to add a hand-
gun to your arsenal, simply 
buy one chambered for .357 
Magnum and you will have 
a rifle and a handgun that 
shoot the same ammunition. 
That’s versatility.

The .357 Magnum car-
bine is not a .30-06, nor is it 
an AR-15 or a 12 gauge. It 
will not be as concealable as 
any handgun nor as cheap 
to shoot as a .22; there are 
going to be a few things it 
simply cannot do. But, for 
the family rifle — a self-de-
fense and self-preservation 
tool that anyone could use 
to great effect — it’s pretty 
hard to beat.

Are you a fan of the .357 
carbine? Write to us at shoo-
tingthebreezebme@gmail.
com and check us out on 
Facebook!

Dale Valade is a local 
country gent with a love for 
the outdoors, handloading, 

hunting and shooting.

SHOOTING THE BREEZE

The .357 Magnum carbine
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The iconic lever-action carbine in .357 Magnum is even more 

useful today.

Dale Valade

By JUSTIN DAVIS 
Blue Mountain Eagle

J
OHN DAY — Large crowds packed 
the grandstand at the Grant County 
Fairgrounds outdoor arena for the 
113th Grant County 
Rodeo on Friday 

and Saturday, Aug. 5 and 6.
Competitors from around 

Oregon and Idaho took 
part in traditional rodeo 
events, including bareback 
and saddle bronc riding, 
ranch bronc riding, bull rid-
ing and team roping, over 
the course of the two-night  
rodeo.

Festivities both nights 
kicked off with the intro-
duction of fair and rodeo 
courts. Rowdy Israel, Ore-
gon High School Rodeo 
Queen and Queen of the 
Elgin Stampede, car-
ried the Oregon state flag 
into the arena, and Grant 
County Fair and Rodeo 
Queen Riley Roberson 
of John Day carried the 
stars and stripes during the 
opening ceremony. The national anthem 
played and a prayer over the event was 

led by professional rodeo announcer Jim 
Bob Custer.

The rodeo also paid tribute to longtime 
fair supporter Mary Ellen 
Brooks and her son, Ken-
neth Brooks, both of whom 
died this year. A rider led a 
horse with an empty sad-
dle around the arena while 
the announcer described the 
pair’s contributions to the 
community.

The rodeo was sanc-
tioned by the Idaho Cow-
boys Association, with 
the participants looking 
to punch their tickets to 
the ICA finals in Emmett, 
Idaho later this year. Par-
ticipants worked to earn as 
much prize money as they 
could during the event, with 
every dollar earned counting 
as a point toward a berth in 
the finals.

The rodeo serves as a 
kickoff event for the Grant 

County Fair, which runs 
Wednesday-Saturday, Aug. 10-13, at the Grant 
County Fairgrounds.

Crowds flock to 113th 
Grant County Rodeo

Justin Davis/Blue Mountain Eagle

Lacey Nauman competes in breakaway roping on Friday, Aug. 5, 2022, at the Grant County Rodeo. 

Nauman tied for sixth overall in the event.

Justin Davis/Blue Mountain Eagle

2022 Grant County Fair Queen Ri-

ley Robertson rides with Old Glory 

during the opening ceremony of 

the Grant County Rodeo on Satur-

day, Aug. 6, 2022.

JustinDavis/Blue Mountain Eagle

Cody Miller of Ontario takes part in the bareback horse riding competition at the Grant County 

Rodeo on Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022.

Justin Davis/Blue Mountain Eagle

Cooper Trindle of Burns rides 

during the saddle bronc rid-

ing competition at the Grant 

County Rodeo on Saturday, 

Aug. 6, 2022.
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RODEO RESULTS

Bareback

1. Brant Monahan,  

score 69

2. Erin Vian, score 68

3. Nolan Giles, score 59

Saddle Bronc

1. Jonathon Villagrana, 

score 71

2. Mark O’Dempsey, 

score 67

Bull Riding

No results

Ranch Bronc

1. Fernando Robles, 

score 71

2. Cutter Marsh, score 69

2. Warren Johnson, 

score 69

Tie-down

1. Zane Taylor, time 8.1 

seconds

2. Anthony Estep, time 

8.5 seconds

2. Shane Erickson, time 

8.5 seconds

4. Ty Holly, time 8.6 

seconds

5. Shane Erickson, time 

9 seconds

6. Chad Finley, time 9.1 

seconds

Team Roping

1. Clayton Hansen 

(header) and Matt Aze-

vedo (heeler), time 4.5 

seconds

2. Dayton Stafford 

(header) and Cully Staf-

ford (heeler), time 4.6 

seconds

3. Shane Ericson 

(header) and Trevor 

McCoin (heeler), time 5.2 

seconds

4. Dillon Bahem (header) 

and Lexis Andrade (heel-

er), time 5.4 seconds

5. Mason McDaniel 

(header) and Chad 

McDaniel (heeler), time 

6 seconds

5. Jason Eiguren (head-

er) and Tyler Eiguren 

(heeler), time 6 seconds

Steer Wrestling

1. Eric Logan, time 4.8 

seconds

2. Zane Taylor, time 6.7 

seconds

Breakaway

1. Jordan Minor, time 2 

seconds

2. Amanda Hodges, time 

2.3 seconds

3. Trish McCoin, time 2.4 

seconds

3. Jordan Minor, time 2.4 

seconds

3. Rylee Hanson, time 

2.4 seconds

6. Dani Clark, time 2.5 

seconds

6. Lacey Nauman, time 

2.5 seconds

Barrel Racing

1. Jordan Minor, time 

17.834 seconds

2. Caela Garland, time 

18.046 seconds

3. Marca Robinson, time 

18.142 seconds

4. Alecia Fox, time 

18.160 seconds

5. Kyna Schrader, time 

18.381 seconds

6. Kelsey Gluch, time 

18.406 seconds

Novice Bareback

No results

Novice Saddle Bronc

No results

Novice Bull Riding

1. Jack Strong, score 78

2. Trevor West, score 71

3. Steven Davidson, 

score 63
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Showing Movies Since 1940!

1809 1st Street • Baker City

**SHOWTIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. VISIT 

OUR WEBSITE OR CALL AHEAD TO VERIFY**

BULLET TRAIN              (R)
Five assassins aboard a fast moving bullet train find 
out their missions have something in common.

Fri - Sun                     1:10, 4:10, 7:10
Mon - Thurs                                        4:10, 7:10

TOP GUN
MAVERICK           (PG-13)
Featuring exclusive behind-the-scenes pre-show content!

 Fri - Sun                      1:00, 4:00, 7:00
Mon - Thurs                                        4:00, 7:00

MACK & RITA      (PG-13)
A 30-year-old writer (Elizabeth Lail) spends a wild weekend 
in Palm Springs and wakes up to find she has magically 
transformed into her 70-year-old self (Diane Keaton).

Fri - Sun               1:20, 4:20, 7:20
Mon - Thurs                                        4:20, 7:20

Accepting new Patients! Go to:

www.canyoncreekclinic.com

Shawna Clark, DNP, FNP

541-575-1263
235 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day, Oregon 97845

TOM CHRISTENSENTOM CHRISTENSEN

CONSTRUCTION
(541) 410-0557 • (541) 575-0192

REMODELS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • POLE BUILDINGS 

CONCRETE EXCAVATION • SHEET ROCK • SIDING 

ROOFING • FENCES • DECKS • TELESCOPING FORKLIFT SERVICES

CCB# 106077

Michael B. DesJardin

Dentistry, PC
Preventive, Restorative & Endodontics

New Patients

Welcome!
208 NW Canton

John Day

541-575-2725

mbddental@live.com

michaelbdesjardinmd.com

S273980-1


