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What are we supposed 
to do when our ammunition 
supply wanes and we can-
not fi nd our favorite com-
ponents among the slowly 
restocking shelves?

As the Rolling Stones 
once put it, “You can’t 
always get what you want.” 
But with a little research, 
you might just fi nd some-
thing close enough to get the 
job done.

I know, it’s almost hereti-
cal to suggest any sort of 
deviation from old stand-
bys. My preferred powders 
are all quite utilitarian and 
work well in many diff er-
ent cartridges. For exam-
ple, I’ve been happily using 
IMR-4350 powder in sev-
eral of my favorite rifl es for 
years. The problem is, so 
many other folks use it too 
— ditto the Hodgdon ver-
sion — that whenever any 
supply hits the shelves, it is 
bought out quickly. Sound 
familiar?

Do yourself a favor: 
Where gunpowder is con-
cerned, fi nd an accurate 
powder burn rate chart. 
Some reloading manuals 
contain this information, 
but with new powders being 
released quite often, their 
chart might not be compre-
hensive. You’ll want one 
with as many diff erent pow-
der manufacturers and types 
of powder as possible.

Armed with this infor-
mation, simply cross-refer-
ence a powder with a burn 
rate similar to your unavail-
able standby and repair to 
your favorite retail store. 
Like as not you’ll fi nd 
something close which can 
be made to work.

For instance, AA 2700 
and AA 4350 by Western 
Powders have nearly identi-
cal burn rates to IMR-4350. 
Others with similar rates 
include the aforementioned 
H-4350, Ramshot Big 
Game, IMR-4451, W760 
and H414.

For safety’s sake, you 
WILL need to perform the 
necessary load workup any-
time you are trying some-

thing new with your partic-
ular rifl e. 
With all 
the vari-
a b l e s 
i n v o l v e d 
in mass 
p r o d u c -
tion, book 
data was 

not tested nor proven in 
your gun — and until it is, 
you’ll not know what is safe 
or not.

Most rifl es aren’t super 
fi nicky where it comes to 
developing a good load. 
Unless you’re shooting 
match, which requires the 
very tightest tolerances of 
accuracy and consistency, 
you’ll likely not have to 
struggle before fi nding a 
good load.

Times are changing, and 
we will have to roll with the 
punches. There was a time 
when keeping two or three 
kinds of powder — 4831, 
4350 and 4895, for example 
— would have covered all 
the bases. They still would 
if you could easily and regu-
larly fi nd them.

If you have suffi  cient 
resources to keep your cases 
loaded and your freezer full, 
maybe you won’t need to 
consider building auxil-
iary loads for your favor-
ite shooting irons. If not, I 
strongly suggest you start 
looking into substitutes.

These substitutes may 
off er better performance or 
worse than what you are 
accustomed to. You may 
have to sacrifi ce top veloci-
ties or gilded-edge accuracy 
for the sake of simply hav-
ing something to shoot. It 
may be some time, if ever, 
before we see our favorite 
powders fully stocked on 
store shelves again.

Have you broadened 
your horizons on reloading 
components? Write to us 
at shootingthebreezebme@
gmail.com and check us out 
on Facebook!

Dale Valade is a local 
country gent with a love for 
the outdoors, handloading, 

hunting and shooting.

SHOOTING THE BREEZE

When it comes to 
powder, be prepared 
to substitute
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standby? 
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time to try 

something 

new.

Dale Valade

By STEVEN MITCHELL 
Blue Mountain Eagle

JOHN DAY — The Oregon School 
Activities Association named six Grant 
Union/Prairie City softball players to the 
2A/1A All-State Team, with two Lady 
Pros earning Co-Player and Co-Pitcher of 
the Year awards.

The Lady Prospectors had a stellar sea-
son, going 23-0 before dropping a non-

league game at the close of the regular sea-
son, a 9-6 loss on the road at La Grande.

The squad steamrolled through the pre-
liminary rounds of the playoff s, outscor-
ing their opponents 34-1 in the fi rst three 
games. However, in the end, they fell just 
short of a state title, losing 5-3 to Lakev-
iew in the June 3 championship game in 
Eugene.

Riley Robertson, a graduating senior, 
was named Co-Player of the Year and a 

fi rst team all-state catcher, while Drew 
Williams, a sophomore, was named 
Co-Pitcher of the Year and a fi rst team all-
state pitcher.

Along with Robertson and Williams, 
four other Lady Pros made the fi rst team: 
senior Paige Gerry, fi rst base; freshman 
Savannah Watterson, infi elder; fresh-
man Addy Northway, outfi elder; and 
junior Raney Anderson, utility/desig-
nated player.

Lady Pros make all-state team

Chris Pietsch for the Blue Mountain Eagle, File

The Grant Union/Prairie City softball team pose with their medals and second-place trophy following the fi nals of the OSAA 2A/1A 

state championship game at Jane Sanders Stadium in Eugene on Friday, June 3, 2022.

By STEVEN MITCHELL
Blue Mountain Eagle

UKIAH — Two Grant 
County high school ath-
letes brought home a pair of 
first-place novice buckles 
on July 2 from the Ukiah 
Rodeo, which was held for 
the first time after a 55-year 
hiatus.

Jack Strong, a senior at 
Grant Union High School, 
edged out the competition 
in bull riding, while Sarah 
Clark, a Prairie City High 
School junior, beat out 
roughly 30 other riders in 
barrel racing.

In bull riding, the rider 
must stay on the bull for at 
least eight seconds while 
only touching the animal 

with their riding hand. In 
barrel racing, a horse and 
rider attempt to run a pat-
tern around barrels in the 
fastest time.

Strong, who stayed on 
his bull for longer than 
eight seconds, bested the 
time of the rider before him.

Winning a buckle, he 
said, is something he had 
dreamed about since he was 
a kid.

“Being raised where we 
are at,” Strong said, “ever 
since you’re a little kid, 
you always want to win a 
buckle.”

He said it meant a lot to 
win the prize in front of his 
dad, Mike Strong, and step-
mother, Trista Strong, espe-
cially since Mike and Trista 

built an arena where he 
could practice and improve 
his skills.

Not only that, Jack said, 
but his dad helps keep 
in contact with bull rid-
ers from the Professional 
Bull Riders organization. 
Jack said he sends the more 
experienced riders videos 
of his rides and asks them 
for tips on what he needs 
to fix and where he can 
improve.

“(They) helped me win 
the buckle,” Jack said of his 
father and stepmother.

For her part, Clark said 
this was her first year com-
peting in the Idaho Cowboy 
Association, the organizer 
of the event, but said she 
competes at other rodeos.

As for winning first 
place, she said things came 
together for her at the Ukiah 
Rodeo.

“Sometimes you have a 
good weekend,” Clark said, 
“and then sometimes you 
have a bad weekend.”

Clark, who has been on 
the back of a horse since 
she was 2 years old, trained 
the horse she rode in Ukiah 
herself. She said she has 
had the former racehorse, 
a Thoughbred, for about 
two years. Clark added she 
has trained all of the horses 
she rides for barrel racing 
herself.

She said the Ukiah 
Rodeo was a lot of fun.

“Everybody was super 
kind,” she said. “They 
had great vendors, and 
they put on a really good 
rodeo.”

NOTICE

HOME SCHOOL PARENTS

Grant ESD will offer assessment testing for home school students 
finishing grades 3,5,8, and 10.  Cost is $20.00 per student.   
Payment is due at the time of testing.  Register your student for  
assessment testing by calling Jo Sproul, 541-575-1349 on or  
before July 26, 2022.

Home school students participating in any  
OSAA activity through their local school district  
must be tested before the 15th of August  
prior to participation.  

Testing Dates:

July 27, 2022 • July 28, 2022 • 8am to 2pm

Local riders bring home buckles
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Grant County high school stu-

dents Sarah Clark and Jack 

Strong both brought home 

fi rst-place novice buckles in 

their respective events at the 

Ukiah Rodeo last month.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

541.932.4777
250 E Main St • Mt Vernon, OR 97865

Automotive Repair, 
Maintenance, Tires, Brakes, 

AC, Tune-Up, Towing
and So Much More! 

Frontier Equipment Repair and Rental

AAA towing approved


