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By JOE SIESS
The Bulletin

REDMOND — Susan 
Caward spent most of her life 
living on her family’s prop-
erty near Redmond where her 
grandfather, a Danish immi-
grant named Rasmus Petersen, 
turned a love of rocks and his 
own labor into a roadside attrac-
tion known around the world.

The Petersen Rock Garden, 
a 12-acre property on South-
west 77th Street, is known for 
the numerous rock structures 
Petersen built with his own two 
hands in the 1930s and ‘40s. 
They have a weathered look to 
them and the landscaping today 
is rough around the edges, but 
the displays still inspire visitors. 
There are small rock structures, 
stone paths, a bridge decorated 
with rocks, a grotto, ponds and 
a small replica of the Statue of 
Liberty.

And peacocks that roam the 
property unrestricted.

But time has caught up with 
the 57-year-old Caward, who 
suff ered a serious back injury 
in her 20s and now struggles 
to care for her grandfather’s 
creations. Caward gets around 
with a walking stick and has 
trouble walking or standing for 
long periods of time. Some-
times, her legs go numb. It’s all 
a sign, she said, that it is time for 
her to retire.

So Caward is working with 
her real estate agent to sell the 
property, which is listed for 
$825,000. In addition to all the 
art and rocks, the price also 
includes the peacocks.

She doesn’t want to sell the 
property to just anybody. Her 
hope is to fi nd a suitable buyer 
who will maintain her grandfa-
ther’s creations.

“I just want to kind of retire, 
come here every once in a while 
and see what the new people are 
doing with it,” Caward said.

Caward said she wants to 
be clear that she is not retiring 
because she is no longer inter-
ested in the rock garden. The 
rock garden and the surround-
ing property is her home and 
very important to her, she said, 
but because of her declining 
health, she simply is unable to 
continue doing what it takes to 
maintain the rock garden.

“It’s not that I don’t want 
to do it. It’s just that my body 
can’t do it,” Caward said. “My 
doctor has been cautioning me, 
‘You’ve got to retire’.”

Caward sat at a picnic table 
amid enchanting stone struc-
tures, as peacocks shrieked, 
cats pranced and her dog Hell-
boy sniff ed around, and told 
the story of how she broke her 

back. Caward broke her back in 
three places after a ram living 
on the family farm attacked her. 
If it were not for her dog Sheba 
— an English herder and Blue 
Heeler mix — Caward is con-
vinced she would be dead.

It all started when she was 
feeding the animals on the farm 
and turned her back on one of 
the rams.

“Next thing I know, I went 
fl ying through the air, landed 
on the rock wall, rolled down 
off  the rock wall, and started 
crawling away and had a feel-
ing I should look behind me,” 
Caward recalled. “And I look 
around behind me and the 
sheep is on top of the wall com-
ing down on top of me head 
fi rst, and I just thought, ‘I am 
dead, dead, dead, dead.”

At this point, Caward curled 
up in a ball on the ground with 
the expectation that she would 
be killed by the animal, but then 
Sheba vaulted off  her back and 
took the ram down and hung 
onto its nose until Caward could 
escape. As a young woman 
working on a farm every day, 
she quickly forgot the back 
injury and went on with her life.

It wasn’t until a decade later 
that her doctor discovered she 
had actually broken her back, 
and gave her a choice between 
back surgery and eventually 

winding up in a wheelchair, 
she said. Caward chose surgery, 
which kept her back injury at 
bay for a good 19 years, she 
said.

She said she loves the peo-
ple who come to visit the rock 
garden. She loves talking to 
people, but she envisions living 
on a piece of land with some 
friends where she could per-
haps raise animals, sleep in, and 
enjoy her later years.

“Enjoy yourself, it’s later 
than you think,” Caward said, 
invoking the inscription on the 
Statue of Liberty rock structure 
her grandfather made.

Kaisha Brannon, the real 
estate agent helping Caward 
sell the property, has a personal 
connection with the rock gar-
den and wants to see it go to the 
right buyers.

Brannon said her grandpar-
ents and parents visited the rock 
garden, and growing up, it was 
a special place she would go see 
as a kid. Now, her own children 
are exploring the garden while 
she shows the place to prospec-
tive buyers.

“I was super excited when I 
got the phone call, because I do 
know the Petersen Rock Gar-
den really well, and I do know 
how important it is to the com-
munity and to Central Oregon, 
so ultimately this is very dear 
to my heart,” she said. “It’s not 
necessarily about the real estate 
transaction for me. It’s very 
much about helping Susan and 
fi nding the right person that is 
going to be the new person that 
takes care of the property.”

While there is no way to 
know what the future owners 
will do with the property once 
they buy it, Brannon said she is 
doing her best to vet buyers to 
ensure the rock garden winds 
up in the right hands.

Brannon added that the rock 
garden is open to the public 
during the selling process, and 
Caward hopes people will still 
come visit at this time.

Kelly Cannon-Miller, 

the executive director of the 
Deschutes County Histori-
cal Society, said the histori-
cal society stands ready to pro-
vide research and background 
to whoever ends up buying the 
beloved rock garden.

“I hope the person who buys 
it is ready to take it on and loves 
it the way people have loved it 
over the years,” Cannon-Miller 
said. “It defi nitely has a com-
munity memory attached to it. 
Folks who grew up going there 
want to go back and see it and 
remember family visits.”

Cannon-Miller explained 
that back in its heyday, the 
Petersen Rock Garden accom-
modated thousands of tourists 
in a given year driving up and 
down U.S. Highway 97, which 
back then was mainly referred 
to as The Dalles-California 
Highway.

At the time, during the 
1940s and ‘50s, visitors could 
visit the rock garden’s museum, 
which still stands today, and 
could take a swan boat ride on 
the pond or grab a bite in the 
diner in addition to exploring 
the rock garden. Having lunch 
and contemplating life outside 
on the lawn surrounded by pea-
cocks and Petersen’s art was a 
popular pastime for visitors, 
Cannon-Miller said.

“Between 1935 and 1952, 
Rasmus (Petersen) was always 
still building and changing it, 
so it had that changing attrac-
tion element to it as well,” Can-
non-Miller said of the rock 
garden.

Petersen’s art was infl u-
enced by both his childhood 
growing up in Denmark, com-
bined with his experience 
homesteading and farming in 
Oregon, a combination compli-
mented by his irreverent sense 
of humor and his contempla-
tion of nature, Cannon-Miller 
added. Petersen died of a heart 
attack inside the museum on 
the property in 1952 at the age 
of 69 and is buried in Redmond 
Memorial Cemetery.

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press

BOARDMAN — A coali-
tion of businesses in northeast 
Oregon — including several 
food processors and the state’s 
largest dairy — is working 
with Morrow County offi  cials 
to test drinking water for res-
idents whose wells may be 
contaminated with high levels 
of toxic nitrates.

The aff ected wells lie 
within what is known as the 
Lower Umatilla Basin Ground-
water Management Area, or 
LUBGWMA, which was des-
ignated in 1990 to address 
groundwater nitrates from agri-
cultural lands and other non-
point sources.

Morrow County commis-
sioners declared a state of emer-
gency on June 13 after private 
well tests showed nitrate levels 
above the federal safe drinking 
water limit.

Debbie Radie, vice president 
of operations for Boardman 
Foods, a local onion processor, 
was at that meeting where she 
said the county health depart-
ment indicated it did not have 
emergency funding to pay for 
additional well testing.

The Oregon Health Author-
ity estimates there are 4,500 
domestic wells in the LUB-
GWMA, between Umatilla 
and Morrow counties. About 
1,300 of those are in Morrow 
County. With tests costing $35 
each, that adds up to $45,500.

Radie said she began “fund-
raising” among businesses to 
assist the health department. 
The coalition off ered to foot 
the bill in a press release issued 
June 17 by the Boardman 
Chamber of Commerce, ensur-
ing residents can get their wells 
tested for free.

“I have a well. All my 
friends have a well,” Radie told 
the Capital Press. “This is truly 
an emergency. We can’t wait.”

While the coalition off ered 
to pay for well tests, Morrow 
County commissioners also 
approved a $100,000 budget to 
address the groundwater nitrate 
situation on June 22.

Coalition members include 
Amazon Web Services, 
Boardman Foods, Calbee 
North America, Lamb Weston, 
Threemile Canyon Farms and 
the Tillamook County Cream-
ery Association. They are 

working in close coordina-
tion and under the guidance 
of Morrow County Public 
Health.

In addition to well test-
ing, the coalition is helping to 
distribute safe drinking water 
to residents whose wells are 
showing elevated nitrate lev-
els. Consuming nitrates can 
be harmful, increasing the risk 
of certain cancers, respiratory 
infections, thyroid dysfunc-
tion and miscarriages.

Radie said the coalition 
may also consider helping to 
pay for water fi lters in homes 
that need them. Reverse osmo-
sis fi lters can cost several hun-
dred dollars a piece.

“These are our friends, 
neighbors, employees and 
people we care about in the 
community,” Radie said. 
“There is a need, and as Mor-
row County we should come 
together and try to help people 
who need education, informa-
tion and support to have safe 
drinking water.”

Boardman Foods, Lamb 
Weston, Calbee North Amer-
ica and Tillamook all run food 
processing plants at an indus-
trial park along the Columbia 
River near Boardman, man-
aged by the Port of Morrow. 
Amazon also operates several 
data centers inside the port 
complex.

Threemile Canyon Farms 
encompasses 93,000 acres 
west of Boardman, growing 
both conventional and organic 
crops and milking 33,000 
dairy cows.

Earlier this year, the port 
was fi ned $1.3 million by Ore-
gon environmental regulators 
for spreading excess wastewa-
ter collected from food proces-
sors onto neighboring farms, 
where it is used as a source of 
nitrogen-rich fertilizer.

The original fi ne was 
increased to $2.1 million on 
June 17 after additional vio-
lations were discovered. The 
port is contesting the penalty.

According to the commit-
tee responsible for overseeing 
the LUBGWMA, nearly 70% 
of groundwater nitrates in 
the area comes from irrigated 
agriculture. Roughly 12% is 
from applying wastewater 
produced at dairies and cattle 
ranches; 5% from food pro-
cessors; and another 5% from 
residential septic systems.

Rock Garden goes up for sale

Dean Guernsey/The Bulletin

The Petersen Rock Garden, a quirky tourist attraction near Redmond, is up for sale.

Dean Guernsey/The Bulletin

A rock sculpture at the Pe-

tersen Rock Garden south of 

Redmond.

Businesses help 
test for nitrates

James Thomas/Contributed Photo

The Port of Morrow has been fi ned by the state for spreading 

nitrogen-laden wastewater from food processors housed in an

industrial park managed by the port.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE GATE

In April of 1966 Don & Blanche Lundbom opened John Day 
Auto Parts, Inc. With the continued support of our community 
the small business has done very well. In the early 2000’s the small business has done very well. In the early 2000’s 
Don & Blanche retired and Ron & Sherri Lundbom began to 
manage the store. Now in 2022 it’s our time to retire. John 
Day Auto Parts will continue to stay open with many of the 

Gary and Gayln Snair of Redmond, Oregon will be the new 
owners of John Day NAPA as of July 1, 2022. Gary has been 
a co-owner of the Bend, Redmond and Madras NAPAs. He 

We will still be around helping Gary with the transition of 
the business and hope you all show him a Grant County 
Welcome.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST


