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D
uring a recent visit to 
my gunsmith’s shop in 
Bend, I brought up the 

issue of length of pull. As mea-
sured on a rifl e or shotgun, 
length of pull is the distance 
between the trigger and the very 
back edge of the buttplate.

How pivotal is this 
measurement to proper 
fi t of a stock and accu-
rate shooting? Mr. 
Wills quickly grabbed 
his gauge and mea-
sured my length of pull, 
which turned out to be 
13.5 inches.

According to Randy, in 
the case of a rifl e, as long as 
you’re within one-half inch of 
your length of pull — hereafter 
referred to by the acronym LOP 
— you’ll have no issues. If LOP 
on a .22 or the like is a bit short, 
it’s not an issue due to the non-
existent recoil. The same can-
not be said in the case of a hunt-
ing rifl e.

Accentuated recoil, though 
not purely the fault of a too-
short or too-long stock, can be 
a symptom of improper LOP. 
Most factory rifl es tend to come 
with a “one size fi ts all” length 
of pull of between 13.5 and 
13.75 inches.

Off  a bench rest you’ll 
likely not notice much diff er-
ence in LOP as long as the eye 
relief on your scope is prop-
erly set. Field positions, espe-
cially off hand, are less forgiv-
ing. If you’re a stocky man of 5 
feet 2 inches tall or an Amazon 
woman of 6 feet 4, run-of-the-
mill stock dimensions may be 
a source of excessive recoil or 
diffi  culty in snapping the rifl e 
to your shoulder.

Randy continued that with 
shotguns, it was absolutely 
important to have the correct 
LOP; there was no half-inch 
margin for error with shotguns 
as with rifl es. I have in my col-
lection a variety of long guns 
measuring everywhere from 12 
and 7⁄16 to 14¼ inch LOP. Most 

of these are rifl es which land 
within the half-inch margin of 
my proper length of pull.

One particularly nasty kicker 
is an old Savage 94C 20 gauge 
single-shot. Not surprisingly, 
its lightweight and long 14 and 
3/16 length of pull makes for 

an unpleasant experi-
ence each time I pull 
the trigger. My Rem-
ington 870 20 gauge, 
by contrast, has a 
13 and 13/16 LOP 
and is much heavier 
and more pleasant to 
shoot.

Before you rush down to 
Ace Hardware to buy stock 
spacers or bust out your hack-
saw, be sure you have your 
length of pull properly mea-
sured. Traditionally, this was 
achieved by gripping your long 
gun with your shooting hand, 
fi nger on the trigger — you will 
have triple-checked that the fi re-
arm is NOT loaded before doing 
this — and by cradling the butt-
stock upon the inside of your 
forearm while holding it at a 90 
degree angle to your bicep, you 
would see whether or not that 
gun was too long, too short, or 
just right.

The trouble with that is it’s 
not an exact science. Save your-
self unnecessary confusion and 
go see your preferred local gun-
smith. He will properly measure 
your LOP and get you squared 
away. Likely your guns fi t you 
well enough to shoot them 
already. But if you’ve got an 
unrepentant kicker or if you’re 
planning to build a custom stock 
or fi rearm in the near future, do 
yourself a favor and do it right. 
Close is only good enough for 
horseshoes and hand grenades!

Want to sound off ? Write to 
us at shootingthebreezebme@
gmail.com or check us out on 
Facebook!

Dale Valade is a local coun-
try gent with a love for the out-

doors, handloading, hunting 
and shooting.

Dale Valade

By STEVEN MITCHELL 
Blue Mountain Eagle

T
he Grant Union/Prairie City 
baseball team dropped a double-
header at home to the No. 5-rated 
South Wasco County/Dufur 
Rangers on Saturday, April 23.

The Prospectors lost the fi rst game 4-2 
and fell 18-8 in the second game.

Parker Neault pitched four innings in the 
fi rst game, recording fi ve strikeouts while 
surrendering two earned runs on seven hits. 
Mason Morris pitched for two innings and 
gave up a pair of runs (one earned) on two 
hits and fanned three. Riddick Hutchison 
came in for relief in the fi nal part of the game, 

striking out one and allowing a hit.
Neault went 2-3 at the plate, while Syrus 

Workman fi nished 1-3 with an RBI double 
and scored a run. Trever Gabbard, Lucas 
Blood and Talon Van Cleave each went 1-3 
and scored a run. Even though the Pros lost 
by 10 runs in the second game, the squad 
fl exed their off ensive muscle. Freshman 
Ryland Beil roped a double and put up two 
RBIs, while Van Cleave and Gabbard went 
1-3 with one RBI apiece.

Meanwhile, Hutchison and Morris each 
stole a base.

The Pros were refl ective after Saturday’s 
doubleheader. Morris said that the team 
needs to work on hitting the ball better and 
not letting things get in their heads.

According to Morris, 90% of baseball is 
mental and the other 10% is physical.

Hutchison said playing a No. 5-ranked 
team gave the squad some important points 
to focus on.

“They gave us something to learn on,” he 
said, “and mistakes we need to work on.”

Grant Union/Prairie City is now 2-3 in the 
Blue Mountain Conference and 7-7 overall.

The team was scheduled to face Pilot 
Rock/Nixyaawi/Ukiah in a home game at 
4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, after the Eagle’s 
press time.

The Pros are home again on Saturday, 
April 30, for a doubleheader against Union/
Cove. The fi rst game starts at 11 a.m. and the 
second starts at 1 p.m.

By JUSTIN DAVIS
Blue Mountain Eagle

Lady Pros sweep doubleheaders 
with Lakeview, Elgin

LAKEVIEW — Grant Union’s soft-
ball team scored a pair of wins over 
the Lakeview Honkers on Wednesday, 
April 20, in Lakeview.

The first game saw Drew Williams 
pitch a one-hit shutout en route to a 
3-0 Lady Pro win. Raney Anderson 
finished the game 1-3 with a pair of 
RBIs and a run scored. Sivanna Hodge 
finished the contest 2-4 with an RBI.

The second game saw the Lady Pro 
offense get into rhythm, leading to a 
12-5 victory. Halle Parsons pitched 
all seven innings, giving up five runs 
and striking out four batters. Savan-
nah Watterson was 3-5 at the plate 
with two runs scored and three RBIs. 
Ace pitcher Williams finished the day 
2-4 with a run scored and two RBIs. 
Parsons went 1-4 on the day with a 
run scored and three RBIs. The Lady 
Pros had 13 hits in total in game two 
of the doubleheader.

Grant Union added two more road 
wins on Friday, April 22, against 
Elgin/Imbler, winning by scores of 
20-3 and 18-2. Stats from that game 
were not available before press time.

The Lady Pros remain undefeated 
on the season.

Prairie City track squad 
competes at EOU

LA GRANDE — The Prairie City 
track team competed in the 1A/2A/3A 
Regional Track Meet hosted by Crane 
High School at Eastern Oregon Uni-
versity in La Grande on Saturday, 
April 23.

The boys finished with 10 points, 
which was good enough for 15th place. 
The girls finished in 11th place with 33 
points. A total of 19 teams participated 
in both the boys and girls competitions.

Eli and Tucker Wright had busy 
afternoons for the Panthers, each plac-
ing in two events. Eli placed third in 
both the javelin and high jump. Tucker 
placed third in the long jump and 
fourth in the triple jump.

Janie Koopman was also busy at the 
meet as she competed in four events 

for the Lady Panthers. Koopman’s 
best result of the afternoon was a fifth-
place finish in the high jump.

Grant Union track gains 
experience in Vale

VALE — The Prospector track team 
participated in the Wayne Invitational at 
Vale High School on Friday, April 22. 
The boys came away with 26 points, fi n-
ishing just behind Ontario in 10th place. 
The girls fi nished fi ve points behind 
eighth-place Tri-Valley with 29 points in 
the meet.

Riddick Hutchison and Lucas Wolf led 
the boys with third-place fi nishes in the 
javelin and discus, respectively. Tucker 
Carpenter and Quinn Larson both picked 
up fi fth-place fi nishes in the shot put and 
pole vault.

The girls were led by Katelyn Hughes, 
who fi nished fi fth in the javelin, 300 
meter hurdles and 4x100 relay with team-
mates Lauryn Pettyjohn, Morgan Rand-
leas and Carson Weaver. Weaver would 
later notch a third-place fi nish in the jave-
lin. Mallory Lusco rounded out the Lady 
Pro top fi ve fi nishers, placing fi fth in the 
discus.

Prospectors drop twin bill

Steven Mitchell/Blue Mountain Eagle 

Grant Union’s Parker Neault (5) scores a run on Saturday, April 23, 2022, against Dufur.

SPORTS SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, APRIL 29

11 a.m.: Grant Union golf, 

GUHS Invite @ John Day Golf 

club

1 p.m. MDT: Grant Union and 

Prairie City track, Don Walker 

Invite @ Nyssa High School

2 p.m.: Grant Union soft-

ball, doubleheader vs. Union/

Cove

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
11 a.m.: Grant Union base-

ball, doubleheader vs. Union

MONDAY, MAY 2
5 p.m. MDT: Grant Union 

Softball @ Nyssa

TUESDAY, MAY 3
3 p.m.: Grant Union base-

ball vs. Baker

Home games in bold

SHOOTING THE BREEZE

Stock Fit: Length of Pull

SPORTS ROUNDUP
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Monday - Thursday 
7am- 6pm

Friday 8am - 5pm

Mendy Sharpe FNP

www.MurraysDrug.com

Serving Eastern Oregon since 1959!
Pharmacy • Hallmark Cards • Gifts • Liquor Store

Heppner
(541) 676-9158

Condon
(541) 256-1200

Boardman
(541) 481-9474

Accepting new Patients! Go to:

www.canyoncreekclinic.com

Shawna Clark, DNP, FNP

541-575-1263
235 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day, Oregon 97845

TOM CHRISTENSENTOM CHRISTENSEN

CONSTRUCTION
(541) 410-0557 • (541) 575-0192

REMODELS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • POLE BUILDINGS 

CONCRETE EXCAVATION • SHEET ROCK • SIDING 

ROOFING • FENCES • DECKS • TELESCOPING FORKLIFT SERVICES

CCB# 106077

www.ImpactOregon.careers

Careers that make a difference

Work with people with disabilities! 

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999


