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By BRYCE DOLE
The Bulletin

BEND — When Jack Bailey stepped onto the 
court for the Unifi ed sports state basketball title 
game at Oregon State University’s Gill Coliseum in 
Corvallis last month, the moment felt larger than life.

“It felt like game seven of the NBA fi nals,” he 
said.

But Bailey, a forward on the Bend High School 
team that combines students with and without intel-
lectual disabilities, wasn’t nervous.

“I thought to myself: What would Rocky Balboa 
do?” said the 20-year-old Bailey, who has an intel-
lectual disability. “He wouldn’t give up. I didn’t give 
up and I did my best.”

The title game March 12 came at the pinnacle of 
the team’s three-month season, but there was more 
than a championship at stake, more than a chance to 
represent Oregon at the 2022 Special Olympics USA 
Games at Disney World. Players on Unifi ed teams 
need these games to develop social skills. Sports can 
sweep away misconceptions and promote under-
standing. For nearly two years, though, the pandemic 
put much of that on hold.

The Corvallis game was the fi rst time the team 
had been back at the state tournament since winning 
the title in 2019.

The team was poised to defend its title in March 
2020, but the coronavirus pandemic locked down the 
world on the Friday before the tournament weekend. 
The team remained separated throughout the pan-
demic lockdown, a period that “felt like 20 years,” 
Bailey said.

And the time away from the team placed a strain 
on athletes and their families.

“It was extremely diffi  cult,” Coach Robert Tad-
jiki, who has helped the program grow exponentially 
over the years, said of the pandemic’s impact on his 
athletes. “Students with disabilities need to be engag-
ing with other people and connecting with other peo-
ple … The fact that we can fi nally be together is just 
wonderful.”

Tadjiki knew his team was ready to take its sec-
ond state title since it started about 14 years ago. The 
energy in the Corvallis locker room was electric. His 
40-person team was tight-knit and supportive of one 
another.

They bonded over long practices, drills, three-
legged and wheelbarrow races, and other “goofy” 
competitions, including who could tie their shoes 
the fastest and run across the gym. One competition 
involved athletes tossing their shoes from balconies, 
aiming for mid-court, with the closest to a target win-
ning a Dutch Bros gift card, Tadjiki said.

In Corvallis, from her seat around midcourt, Kerri 
Jackson cheered on her 19-year-old son Keifer, a for-
ward on the team who is on the autism spectrum. 

Keifer joined the team roughly three years ago, and 
Jackson immediately noticed her son’s confi dence 
growing.

Then the pandemic arrived. With another son on 
the Unifi ed team at Mountain View High School, 
Jackson knew Keifer wasn’t the only one to strug-
gle at home.

“It was really hard on them,” she said.
The announcer gave the title game a big time feel, 

calling out athletes as they scored, dragging out their 
names. Jackson felt proud of her son, watching him 
come into his own during the game.

“It was amazing watching him go from timid to 
being more confi dent with people cheering him on,” 
she said.

Cameron Walker, an 18-year-old on the team, 
bobbed and weaved, draining shots that made him 
feel like his basketball idol: Michael Jordan, from 
the Chicago Bulls. Walker said being on the team 
“helps grow my spirits, reaching for the sky.” Like 
Jack Bailey and Keifer Jackson, Walker said he con-
siders Tadjiki to be a mentor.

“He’s nice, he’s gentle, his favorite cake is choc-
olate,” Walker said. “I love him.”

The scoreboard clock hit zero, showing a 40-20 
win for the Bend Lava Bears over Forest Grove. 
The team rushed the court, jumped up and down, 
cheered. Walker turned to Tadjiki and asked, “Did 
we win?” Tadjiki laughed.

“It was just raw and real,” Tadjiki said of the vic-
tory, adding: “Everybody’s looking for some kind of 
purpose in life, and this was a big one for me, that I 
get to enjoy these moments.”

The team’s trophy sits in a case in a Bend High 
hallway. But there’s been little down time for the 
Lava Bears as they prepare for the national competi-
tion coming up in Orlando.

They’re practicing twice a week for about an 
hour-and-a-half at a time for something just as mean-
ingful as an NBA fi nal.

By JOE SIESS 
The Bulletin

PRINEVILLE — A Prineville cow-
boy will put his skills to the test before a 
national audience, competing with other 
cowboys and cowgirls from around the 
country on a cable television series set 
to debut a new season next month.

Buck Faust, 25, was originally from 
Waco, Texas, but moved to Central 
Oregon with his wife in 2020. The cou-
ple got married last May and plans to 
raise a family in the area.

Faust is a competitor in the “Ultimate 
Cowboy Showdown,” a television show 
produced by General Entertainment net-
work INSP. The show, hosted by country 
music icon Trace Adkins, is in its third 
season, which will start April 21.

Faust approached the show with 
100% of his authentic self, he said.

“Pretty much anybody who knows 
me, knows that me going on that show 
was a good thing for me. But it is dang 

sure going to be entertaining for the 
general public,” Faust said. “Because I 
don’t know if I maybe stayed in the hills 
too long, but I have a pretty big per-
sonality. I like to be very personable. 
I like to laugh, joke around, have a lot 
of fun.”

Faust, along with 13 other contes-
tants from around the country, gath-
ered at Powderhorn Ranch in the rug-
ged hills of Wyoming to compete in a 
number of cowboy related challenges to 
test their skills. The winner, chosen by 
judges, will be awarded a herd of cat-
tle worth $50,000 and a chance to start 
a ranch, along with a belt buckle and 
bragging rights.

Faust has worked with horses and 
cattle all of his life. After graduating 
high school, he decided to travel the 
country as a cowboy. He spent time in 
Montana, Idaho, California, Nebraska 
and Oklahoma before meeting his wife, 
moving to Central Oregon, and plant-
ing his roots.

L
ooks like spring has 
fi nally made an appear-
ance. That means tur-

key season is right around the 
corner.

I remember being 
a college student when 
we had the fi rst turkey 
season around here. 
I didn’t know squat 
about hunting them, 
but gave it a try. I 
snuck up on a squeaky 
old pine tree, but never 
laid eyes on a turkey.

Things have really 
changed. The turkey popula-
tion has exploded in our neck 
of the woods, and the tag sales 
show it. You can only buy one 
tag at a time, but you can buy 
up to three tags throughout the 
spring season. That can mean 

a lot of hunting time.
If you buy individual tags 

they cost $26.50 each, $10.50 
for youth. A turkey tag is 
included in the sports pack. 

Around here the sea-
son starts April 15. 
Youth get to go out 
April 9-10 to get a 
head start.

If you have never 
given turkey hunting 
a try, don’t think it is 
going to be a cake-
walk just because you 
see them all over the 

place. It’s harder than it looks. 
First of all, only shotguns or 
archery equipment may be 
used to hunt turkeys, so you 
have to get close.

Turkeys have great eye-
sight. I have been busted 

many, many times trying 
to sneak up on them. Also, 
there are usually quite a few 
together, so there are just that 
many more eyes. You can 
only shoot males (toms), who 

like to hide behind the ladies 
(hens).

The best way I have found 
to be successful is to do a lit-
tle scouting to fi nd where 
they roost at night. Toms will 

“shock” gobble to a crow or 
gobbler call. I guess it’s just 
a refl ex. Anyway, in the eve-
ning travel likely areas and 
call, listening for a response. 
Then sneak in under darkness 
the next morning and set up 
close by in the brush. A decoy 
isn’t required, but can up your 
chances of success.

If that doesn’t work, travel 
likely areas early in the morn-
ing, occasionally gobbling to 
locate birds. Hen calls work 
best to bring them in. Calling 
isn’t that hard to pick up, and 
there are hundreds of diff erent 
kinds to try from. Watch a cou-
ple of how-to videos and you 
will get the hang of it.

Turkeys are surprisingly 
hard to kill. A body shot with 
a shotgun probably wont do 

the trick. The feathers are very 
eff ective at blocking the pel-
lets. I like to aim for where the 
neck joins the head with 3 inch 
No. 4s.

There are specifi c turkey 
chokes for shotguns to help 
tighten the pattern for a longer 
reach, but shots much past 30 
yards are pushing it for most 
setups. I have never tried tur-
keys with stick and string, so 
you archers will have to talk to 
somebody else.

Getting beat by a stupid bird 
can be demoralizing, but when 
it all comes together, it is a real 
kick in the pants.

How do you like to hunt 
turkeys? Let us know at shoo-
tingthebreezebme@gmail.com.

Rod Carpenter is a hus-
band, father and huntin’ fool.

‘Reaching for the sky’
Bend High Unifi ed basketball team 
wins state title, aims for nationals

Ryan Brennecke/The Bulletin

Jack Bailey works on his shooting while practicing 

with fellow Unifi ed basketball team members at 

Bend High School.

SHOOTING THE BREEZE

If it’s spring, it must be time for turkey hunting
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Max and Tuck double down on turkeys.

Rod 

Carpenter

Prineville cowboy 
in TV competition

INSP/Submitted Photo

Buck Faust, 25, of Prineville, is one of 14 competitors on the reality TV series “Ulti-

mate Cowboy Showdown.”
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www.ImpactOregon.careers

Careers that make a difference

Work with people with disabilities! 

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 4/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.


