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Bill would give
media fire access

By ALEX WITTWER
EO Media Group

EASTERN OREGON —
Oregon wildfire coverage in
the news might look a lot dif-
ferent next fire season.

House Bill 4087, which
would allow news media pro-
fessionals to enter the scene of
wildfires and natural disasters,
passed 48-4 on Thursday, Feb.
17, marking a turning point
in wildfire coverage that will
allow Oregon journalists to
document wildfires similar to
the way California journalists
have for years.

“My aye vote was repre-
sentative of transparency,”
said Rep. Greg Smith, R-Hep-
pner. “I think we need to make
sure the media has access to
those types of generational sit-
uations, both for informing the
public as to what’s going on in
their state, and also to capture
history. For me, it’s a pretty
simple aye vote.”

Previously, news and media
organizations often have had
to rely on press releases and
submitted photos from gov-
ernment agencies. Often, cov-
erage would come in the form
of photos of road closures and
barricades, or from distant
landscapes of the hellish glow
from a wildfire. A prior bill
that would have changed the
laws regarding wildfire access
died in committee during the
2021 session.

The language of the bill
gives incident commanders
the final discretion to bar news
media from access to wildfires
or natural disasters, as well
as the ability to deny access
to fires without an escort. If
granted access, it is at their
own risk and without promise
of rescue.

That media escort, at times,
can prove a hindrance to get-
ting the stories from the front
lines of the fire.

East Oregonian photojour-
nalist and visuals editor Ben
Lonergan knows from first-
hand experience how public
information officers can err on
the side of caution and prevent
those frontline stories from
being told.

In the summer of 2021,
Lonergan was on assignment
to get photos of the Elbow
Creek Fire in Wallowa County.

“On that fire, I had an
escort, and we went in their
vehicle, and they took us to
all the areas of the fire that
they deem safe to have us in,”
Lonergan said. “And we ran
into some issues with that.
We never made it to any spot
where there was active fire-
fighting. The only access we
were given was to the periph-
erals. They drove us around
and we never saw a crew on
a fire line over there. In one
case, they drove us to where
some hot shots were staging,
but they had already left, so
the access we were given was
very restricted.”

The bill would go a long
way toward fostering good
will between media organiza-
tions and emergency services,
and ensuring it is done safely.

Media personnel would be
required to provide their own
personal protective equip-
ment, such as fireproof cloth-
ing and breathing equipment,
and would be expected to
complete the same basic wild-
fire fighting training that fire-
fighters go through. The law
would apply only to public
land.

“I'm shocked that we had
limitations,” Smith said. “I
just assumed those opportu-
nities did exist, and so it feels
like we’re correcting a wrong
here.”

The measure passed the
Senate on Monday, Feb. 28.
The new law will go into effect
on Jan. 1 of next year.

Winter weather leads to flurry of crashes

By BENNETT HALL
Blue Mountain Eagle

DAYVILLE Win-
ter weather spurred a flurry of
crashes on Highway 26 in Grant
County on Tuesday, Feb. 22.

Emergency services
responded to four crashes on
Highway 26 and at least two
other issues on roads around the
county following an overnight
snowstorm, according to Sher-
iff Todd McKinley.

“They’re all weather-re-
lated,” he told the newspaper.

Many of the incidents
involved motorists who were
rerouted to Highway 26 after
multiple  crashes involving
nearly 100 vehicles closed
Interstate 84 between Pendleton
and La Grande and sent 19 peo-
ple to area hospitals.

No serious injuries were
reported in any of the Grant
County crashes, McKinley
added.

The moming got off to a
rough start about 7:15am.
when a pickup truck carrying
children to Dayville School
rolled near milepost 145, the
sheriff said. Neither the teen-
age driver nor the two passen-
gers in the truck, all siblings,
were hurt.

A short while later, the Sher-
iff’s Office was called to a res-
idence on Northwest second
Avenue in John Day to check
on an unattended death. The
deceased, a man in his late 80s,
was determined to have died of
natural causes.

Atthe same time, a call came
in from the other side of the
county reporting another possi-
ble dead man slumped over the
wheel of a strange-looking car
on the side of Highway 19 near
Kimberly.

The man apparently was not
dead, because before deputies
could arrive, he started driving
again, heading east on Highway
26 before running out of gas
near Mt. Vernon.

While an Oregon State
Police trooper was getting

gas for the stalled vehicle —
a kit-built law enforcement
officers have nicknamed “the
Cruella de Vil car,” accord-
ing to McKinley — the sher-
iff spotted a man named Glenn
Wadley who was wanted on
a Grant County warrant and
placed him under arrest.

While Wadley was being
taken into custody, yet another
crash was reported, a rollover
on Highway 26 near milepost
134 with two people trapped
inside their vehicle. Multiple
agencies responded, and the
two occupants were extricated
from the wreck and kept warm
until an ambulance arrived.

The day’s events were far
from over, however.

About 10:20 a.m., a trac-
tor-trailer rig lost control on
a slick stretch of Highway 26
near milepost 97, about a mile
west of the Highway 19 inter-
section at Picture Gorge, and
came to rest sideways across
the highway, blocking both
lanes of travel and causing a
collision.

“It was T-boned by a van,”
McKinley said.

At least five other vehicles,
the sheriff added, slid off the
icy highway to avoid hitting
the truck.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11

Jam session

e 6p.m., Country Preferred
Realtors, 121 E. Main St, John
Day

The Grant County Jam-
mers will host a jam session
every Wednesday starting at
6 p.m. The office will open at 5
for tuneup and setup. For more
information, call Ron Phillips at
541-575-1927.

MONDAY, MARCH 7
Senior Citizens Advisory
Council
* Noon, John Day Senior
Center, 142 NE Dayton St., John
Day
The Grant County Senior Cit-
izens Advisory Council will hold
its regular quarterly meeting,
The public is invited to attend.
For more information, call Rick
LaMountain at 541-620-3800.

FRIDAY, MARCH 11
Bingo night
e 6p.m., John Day Elks

WHAT'S HAPPENING

WAL
PIRING

Lodge, 140 NE Dayton St.,
John Day

A night of fun and games
to raise money for the Grant
Union High School Class of
2026. Dinner provided by
the Elks Club at 6 p.m., with
bingo starting at 6:30. The
cost to play is $5 a card.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1

April Fools bingo

e Sp.m., Mt Vernon
Community Hall, 640 Ingle
St., Mt. Vernon

A fundraiser for the
Grant Union High School
Class of 2026. Doors open
at 5 p.m., with dinner and
drinks  available. Bingo
starts at 6. The cost to play is
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Sponsor:

Connect to what's important . .. FASTER!

$275526-1

$10 per multi-game card.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2

Lake Creek Youth
Camp Gala

* S5pm., Trowbridge
Pavilion, Grant County Fair-
grounds, 411 NW Bridge
St., John Day

This third annual bene-
fit for the nonprofit youth
and family camp in Logan
Valley features a tri-tip
dinner, games, live music,
drinks by Spitfire Cock-
tails and live, silent and
dessert auctions. Tick-

ets are $25 at the door
or $20 in advance, avail-
able at several locations
in John Day and Canyon
City. For more informa-

tion, call Aimee Rude at
541-206-2421.

MONDAY, APRIL 11
Bingo night
* 6 p.m., John Day Elks
Lodge, 140 NE Dayton St.,
John Day
A fundraiser for the Grant
Union High School Class of
2026. Dinner provided by
the Elks Club at 6 p.m., with
bingo starting at 6:30. The
cost to play is $5 per card.
Do you have a commu-
nity event in Grant County
you’d like to publicize?
Email information to edi-
tor@bmeagle.com. The
deadline is noon Friday for
publication the following
Wednesday.
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Grant County Sheriff's Office/Contributed Photo
Highway 26 just west of Picture Gorge was blocked for several hours on Feb. 22, after an 18-wheel-
er crashed and blocked both lanes of travel.

A high-capacity tow truck
was dispatched from Burns
to pull the 18-wheeler from
the scene of the crash, but in
the meantime two smaller rigs
from Frontier Towing were
able to move the truck enough
to reopen one lane of travel
shortly after 1 p.m.

While  Highway 19
remained open during the
blockage of Highway 26, traf-
fic was also being rerouted
north and south along High-
way 395, either to Highway
20 via Burns or Interstate 84
by way of Pendleton, McKin-
ley said.

One enterprising Ama-
zon truck driver, the sheriff
said, decided to try a short-
cut. Following his rig’s GPS
navigation system, the driver
attempted to use Forest Road
18 (Keeney Fork Road) to
get to Highway 395 at Long
Creek but became stuck near
the Four Corners rock pit.

Eventually the truck was
pulled out of the snow and

made its way back to Highway
26 by the afternoon.

Meanwhile, there was
one more crash on the day: A
Sysco truck rolled on High-
way 26 at milepost 186 near
Dixie Summit. The driver was
able to get out of his rig with-
out assistance.

“It was a busy day,” the
sheriff said. “Dispatch just
fielded a pile of calls.”

In addition to the Grant
County Sheriff’s Office, other
responding agencies included
the Oregon State Police,
Wheeler County  Sheriff’s
Office, Oregon Department of
Transportation, Dayville Fire
Department, Mt. Vernon Fire
Department, John Day Ambu-
lance and Frontier Towing.

McKinley offered some
words of advice for motorists
planning to hit the road when
conditions are snowy or icy.

“Take a few more min-
utes,” he said. “Don’t rush.
And if you absolutely don’t
need to go, don’t.”

HEPPNER|CONDON|BOARDMAN

Serving Fastern Oregon since 1959!
Pharmacy * Hallmark Cards * Gifts * Liquor Store

Boardman
(541) 481-9474

Condon
(541) 256-1200

Heppner
(541) 676-9158

www.MurraysDrug.com

$282478-1

25th—

Annual Sale

Thursday, ipm MST
March 17, 2022

Producers Livestock — Vale, Oregon

ANGUS:
KCEF Bennett Constitution
Connealy Black Granite
Mill Bar Hickok HEREFORD:
Baldridge Command = Behm 100W Cuda 504C
O’Neill’s Jock KT Small Town Kid

Buy BULLS DRIVEN BY RESULTS!
Load of Heifers Harvested at
JBS in Hyrum, UT

* GRADED 93% PRIME
* 86% CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF
* NO YIELD GRADE 4’s

’ OFT ANGUS RANCH

VALLAD CATTLE
Terry Oft —ﬂ—_ Jason & Deanne Vallad
(541) 889-6801 p VA Fing Reor Times Auctions (541) 881-7989
(208) 741-0824 valladcattle@gmail.com

¢LTRYM

Showing Movies Since 1940!
1809 1st Street « Baker City

* March 4-10 *

THE BATMAN .
Friday 3:45, 6:45
Sat & Sun 1:00, 3:45, 6:45
Mon-Thurs 6:45
UNCHARTED ey
Friday 4:10, 7:10
Sat & Sun 1:10, 4:10, 7:10
Mon-Thurs 710
DOG (PG-13)
Friday 7:20
Sat & Sun 1:20, 7:20
Mon-Thurs 7:20

*SHOWTIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. VISIT
OUR WEBSITE OR CALL AHEAD TO VERIFY**

www.eltrym.com  (541) 523-2522

P&NTED OKY

FNTFR FOR THE @RT%

Truck and Bunny Door Hanger
Thursday, March 10, 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Oil painting class for the very beginner
Saturdays, March 12 - 26,
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (4 sessions)

Mommy and Me Bunny Hop
Saturday, March 19,
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Email us: paintedskycenter@gmail.com
Call us: 541-575-1335. Follow us on Facebook
Visit us: www.paintedskycenter.com
118 S Washington Street, Canyon City, OR 97820

DOUG'S

A
MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR

5283702-1

$281033-1

Teresa Hughes, Hailey Shultz, Mortgage Loan Officer Kaitlin Orcutt,
Desirae Ruth, and Mortgage Loan Officer Raymond Seastone.

INQUIRE AT YOUR LOCAL
BRANCH OR CALL

541-676-9884
or Call Arletta at
509-546-7262

Bank of
Eastern Oregon OR REMODELING. =

KAITLIN ORCUTT NMLS #1043345 RAYMOND SEASTONE NMLS # 937744 | #414459 | RATES & TERMS MAY VARY. ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL

Our Team of Local,
Experienced
Mortgage Specialists

takes the stress out of

BUILDING THE

HOME OF YOUR
DREAMS.

Local in-house draw process
for your builder,

» Local in-house inspections.

» Borrow money as needed
throughout term of the loan.
Permanent financing
available.

TALK TO US ABOUT
PURCHASING A HOME




