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By SUZANNE ROIG
The Bulletin

BEND — As Bend resident 
Ryan Reid tossed his construction 
trash in the Knott Landfi ll Recy-
cling Center on Thursday, Feb. 3, he 
couldn’t believe what he saw: boxes 
of unopened medical masks, gloves 
and gowns, some still in their origi-
nal packaging being dumped.

Reid thought to himself about all 
the people who have died and gotten 
sick from the COVID-19 pandemic 
and how some of this personal pro-
tective equipment could have been 
used.

St. Charles Health System con-
fi rmed late Thursday that it had its 
vendor dump the unopened boxes of 
personal protective equipment. Reid 
also confi rmed with a landfi ll opera-
tions supervisor that St. Charles sent 
the supplies.

Chad Centola, the Deschutes 
County solid waste director, said a 
vehicle came in Thursday afternoon 
and dumped an undisclosed amount 
of boxes, some still attached to 
wooden pallets, of personal protec-
tive equipment in the landfi ll.

Early in the pandemic, when 
personal protective equipment like 
masks, gowns and gloves were in 
short supply, the hospital scoured its 
sources for any and all personal pro-
tective equipment it could acquire, 
Lisa Goodman, St. Charles Health 
System spokeswoman, said in an 
email.

“In early 2020, St. Charles and 
other hospital systems around the 

country were faced with a criti-
cal shortage of personal protective 
equipment,” Goodman said. “We 
ordered whatever (personal pro-
tective equipment) was available, 
including certain substandard types 
of (it) we would not have previously 
considered using.”

But as the supply chain improved, 
this equipment got moved to the back 
of the supply warehouse and put 
in storage by a third-party vendor, 
Goodman said.

The idea was it would be put to 
use only in an emergency.

Even as the highly contagious 

omicron variant circulates in Cen-
tral Oregon communities, increasing 
illness and hospitalization, that day 
never came.

A year later, the hospital realized 
it wouldn’t need this equipment, so 
it off ered it to organizations, schools, 
counties, construction fi rms and reli-
gious groups, Goodman said.

“The third party responsible for 
liquidating this (personal protec-
tive equipment) by donation or sales 
made the decision to discard (it) after 
many eff orts to place it, including 
shipping it to developing countries,” 
Goodman said. “While we regret 

this (personal protective equipment) 
couldn’t be re-homed, we feel a 
strong responsibility to provide our 
caregivers with the safest and highest 
quality both for their protection and 
our patients.”

Reid, outraged by the waste and 
not knowing the background, con-
tacted several media outlets.

“It was pretty shocking and 
a gross amount of waste,” Reid 
said. “I have friends in the med-
ical fi eld who still have to reuse 
masks. There is still a pandemic 
and high value material was thrown 
away.”

By DAVIS CARBAUGH
The (La Grande) Observer

LA GRANDE — Like every 
other entity in Oregon, Eastern Ore-
gon University has not been immune 
to the sharp increase in COVID-19 
cases caused by the omicron variant.

The university saw a signifi cant 
rise in off -campus cases in January, 
while its numbers among on-campus 
individuals stayed rather steady.

Eastern Oregon University has 
totaled 251 total positive COVID-
19 cases this academic year, since 
the school began tracking data at the 
start of July. Of that total, 152 posi-
tive tests came from off -campus stu-
dents, 45 positive tests accounted for 
employees and 40 positive tests were 
from on-campus students.

From Dec. 6 to Jan. 1, there were 
16 cases among on-campus students. 
By the end of January, that total rose 
to 40. The rate among employees 
at Eastern Oregon University saw a 
similarly mild increase, rising from 
22 to 45.

Cases among off -campus students 
saw a signifi cant rise in the same time 
frame, jumping from 44 cases to 152.

The university had several high 
points in January, mirroring national 
and statewide trends as the emer-
gence of the omicron variant led to 
an increase in cases. Eastern recorded 
a record-high case count for a single 
day on Jan. 4, tallying 23 positive 
cases. The school recorded 21 cases 
on Jan. 10 and 14 on Jan. 25. Those 
are the three highest single-day case 
counts since Eastern started tracking 

its COVID-19 data this school year.
The previous single-day high was 

seven cases on Sept. 13.
Eastern’s testing has continually 

increased throughout the 2021-22 
school year, reaching 2,425 total tests 
through Feb. 1. The 251 total positive 
tests result in a 10.4% positivity rate. 
The measurement had stayed steady 
around 5% through most of the fall, 
peaking toward the end of January 

and into February.
The university tracks its off -cam-

pus isolations and quarantines, a 
number that has stayed relatively low. 
The school tracked three off -campus 
quarantines from Jan. 4-9 and two 
from Jan. 12-18.

Eastern has 50 isolation rooms 
available on campus in case of infec-
tion, but the university has never 
come close to running out of space 

in that regard. From Jan. 5-10, 45 out 
of the 50 spaces were available, the 
lowest mark that Eastern has reached 
since the dashboard started tracking 
data at the start of July.

The vaccination rate among 
on-campus students stands at 75.7%, 
with a 24.2% exemption rate. For 
on-campus employees, 80.1% are 
vaccinated and 17.7% received an 
exemption.

By JOE SIESS The Bulletin

POWELL BUTTE — Police 
arrested a seventh-grade boy at 
Powell Butte Community Char-
ter School after linking him to a 
number of threats made against 
staff  and students at the school 
earlier this week.

Crook County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce deputies were dispatched 
to the charter school Wednes-
day, Feb. 2, after multiple 
threats of violence were left on 
the school’s phone system.

The messages prompted a 
lockdown at both the school 
and the Powell Butte Christian 
Church next door, but an inves-
tigation by local deputies and 
the FBI did not initially turn 
up anything suspicious. After 
more messages were left on the 
school’s phone system Thurs-
day, authorities were able to 
link the messages to the seventh 
grader as classes resumed.

The student was searched, but 
no weapons were found. After 
deputies searched the student’s 
home, they turned up enough 
evidence to arrest him for calling 
in the threats, the sheriff ’s offi  ce 
said in a statement released 
Thursday. The boy was taken to 
the Juvenile Detention Center in 
Deschutes County.

School offi  cials said Fri-
day that the seventh-grader had 
masked his threatening calls 
to the school to avoid getting 
caught. However, the second call 
the student made led to his arrest.

“The sheriff ’s department 
told us, the second (call) made it 
easier for them to fi nd out who 
it was, connect all the dots…
and make the arrest,” said Jason 
Carr, communications director 
for the Crook County School 
District.

The fi rst call was not made 
from a number that authorities 
could trace, Carr said.

Carr said the seventh-grader 
could have used a number of 
methods to make a call that 
would be diffi  cult to trace, 
including the use of a burner 
phone, or by using a number 
of applications available on the 
web.

Carr said the school district 
is cooperating with the sheriff ’s 
offi  ce on the matter, but has not 
been in contact with any other 
law enforcement agencies.

“We are confi dent, and so 
is the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, that the 
situation has been resolved,” 
Carr added. “There is no linger-
ing threat to the Powell Butte 
Community Charter or any of 
the other schools in the school 
district.”

Crook County Undersher-
iff  James Savage said the FBI is 
still assisting with the investiga-
tion, but in a support capacity.

Savage declined to release 
information about the suspect 
or the nature of the evidence 
recovered in the investigation at 
this time.

Unopened boxes of unused surgical 
gloves and masks seen in Bend landfi ll

Submitted Photo

Ryan Reid, a Bend resident, was at the Knott Landfi ll Recycling Center on Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022, and saw unopened 

boxes of hospital gowns, N95 masks and gloves that had been thrown away.

University reports surge in COVID cases

Eastern Oregon University/Contributed Photo

Students walk to class at Eastern Oregon University in this undated photo.
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Accepting new Patients! Go to:

www.canyoncreekclinic.com

Shawna Clark, DNP, FNP

541-575-1263
235 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day, Oregon 97845
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Andy Wolfer       541-910-6609      CCB#186113

AW CONSTRUCTION, LLC
• Roofing
• Remodeling
• Fences
• Decks
• Storage Sheds

Featuring:
• General Construction

and 
Much 
More!

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

S281056-1

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&
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1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

S281058-1

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

S281059-1

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   S281060-1

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 4/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

S281061-1

www.ImpactOregon.careers

Careers that make a difference

Work with people with disabilities! 

S281062-1


