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LA GRANDE — Tesmond 
Hurd likens the view he sees 
each night plowing the roads to 
a scene from “Star Wars.”

Hurd is part of the mainte-
nance crew with the Oregon 
Department of Transportation in 
La Grande. In summer months, 
he works on road improvement 
and repair projects such as chip 
seals.

In winter, he commands a 
nearly 30-ton piece of machin-
ery rumbling down Interstate 84.

It’s not hard to understand 
the comparisons between 
spaceships and the industrial-
ized behemoths ODOT uses to 
clear roadways.

At highway speeds, snow 
resembles trailing stars after 
the Millennium Falcon engages 
hyperdrive. The plow even has 
wings — blades attached to the 
side of the vehicle that extend 
just shy of 24 feet for clearing 
snow. As it’s pushed away, the 
snow forms wakes like those of 
a naval ship pulling into port. A 
pair of bright green laser point-
ers — which keep track of 
where the wings are — pierce 
the blanket of night.

Hurd said his job is to drive 
in the worst weather conditions 
every night.

On busy nights, when the 
snow pours unrelentingly down, 
Hurd will spend the entire eve-
ning behind the wheel. His only 
communication once his shift 
starts might be through the CB 
radio, which has a local channel 
for ODOT operators in the fi eld, 
and a channel for relaying infor-
mation to dispatch about road 
conditions.

The snow was falling fast 

— though milder than previous 
nights.

“When it’s snowing like this, 
there will be lots of calls for 
crashes or disabled vehicles,” 
Hurd said.

Hurd drove past a semi that 
appeared to be disabled along 
I-84, and alerts dispatch.

Snowplows are sentries for 
ODOT capable of calling in dis-
abled vehicles — or unchained 
semis.

Unchained
According to the Ore-

gon State Police Capt. Stepha-
nie Bigman, 32 violations and 
warnings were issued in Ore-
gon between Jan. 1 and Jan. 6 
for commercial vehicles that 
did not carry or use chains 
when required. A number of 
those violations occurred along 
I-84 in Northeastern Oregon, 

which had been closed on Jan. 
5, at one point, due to unchained 
semis blocking the route at Cab-
bage Hill near milepost 224.

The fi ne for unchained com-
mercial vehicles is $880 per 
occurrence, up from $440. The 
change occurred in September 
2021.

“Commercial trucks not 
chaining up when required is 
a major contributing factor for 
freeway closure that occur in the 
mountain passes of Eastern Ore-
gon,” Tom Strandberg, public 
information offi  cer for ODOT, 
said. “Once a truck starts slid-
ing or jackknifes it can quickly 
block lanes and close down the 
freeway. It can then take several 
hours to get the proper tow ser-
vice providers to respond to the 
scene and move the disabled 
vehicle. Depending on the loca-
tion and duration of the closure, 

it can impact hundreds or thou-
sands of motorists.”

According to an ODOT 
press release, the estimated cost 
of delays caused by trucks fail-
ing to follow Oregon chain laws 
is more than $8 million a year 
— to the motor carrier industry 
and other highway users.

“When it comes to chaining, 
I don’t chain — I don’t want to 
hurt anybody — I park it,” said 
Samuri Schaff er, a truck driver 
of more than 15 years. “I don’t 
deal with it until they take off  
the chain laws. There’s so much 
liability on us.”

Schaff er stated the liabilities 
for truck drivers can be severe 
if they are involved in any acci-
dent, so he avoids the issue 
entirely by keeping off  the road.

If a truck is involved in 
a crash where failure to use 
chains is a factor, there could 

be other costs for the motor car-
rier, according to a press release 
from ODOT.

A Sisyphean task
Inside, the cockpit of the 

snowplow is kept blisteringly 
warm. It isn’t for comfort — 
Hurd admits that the temperatures 
can be incredibly warm inside the 
snowplow; enough that he sheds 
jackets and layers, and opens the 
window. It was below freezing 
outside, and getting colder.

“It will get way too hot in 
here,” Hurd said. “I usually 
crack them about six inches. 
You can see the snow on the 
windshield — it will just freeze 
there, and it will keep building 
and building until you have to 
get out and clear the windshield 
every few miles.”

Already an hour into his 
shift, the windshield had begun 
to amass ice on its corners. The 
windshield wipers squeaked 
incessantly as they battle the 
accumulating snow. If not 
addressed, the windshield will 
freeze over until just a small cir-
cle of visibility remains. At least 
one secondary headlight was 
completely encased in ice; the 
other was encased in snow.

Hurd resigned to leaving the 
wipers on despite the noise — a 
chirping metronome for a long 
night.

It’s a Sisyphean task to keep 
the roads clear during heavy 
snowfall. It is only the begin-
ning of winter.

Plow operators are assigned 
sections of the interstate and 
state roads to keep clear. Mostly, 
they handle I-84, but they also 
are responsible for keeping 
Island Avenue clear. Some-
times, they pair up when condi-
tions are poor, running tandem 

down the freeway and clearing 
it all in one fell swoop.

“You can only plow so fast, 
so you just keep making laps 
and keep plowing and plow-
ing,” Hurd said of plowing 
during heavy snowfall. “Hope-
fully you don’t have to close the 
freeway down.”

When it’s snowing, the plow 
operators lay down sand; in 
drier conditions, salt. It’s to help 
with traction, and improve the 
roadways. Hurd said that he had 
seen fi rsthand the immediate 
impact sand can have on stuck 
motorists.

ODOT keeps barns full of 
both materials for plows to 
refi ll. They also fulfi ll a sec-
ondary purpose of increasing 
the weight of the snowplow, 
increasing its individual trac-
tion capabilities. It is diffi  cult to 
extricate a snowplow that has 
been disabled by the snow.

As well, the Observer pre-
viously reported on a possi-
ble shortage of ODOT snow-
plow operators. Craig Slipp, the 
manager for ODOT Region 5 
— the area encompassing most 
of Eastern Oregon — told the 
Observer that there were 12 
open positions for road mainte-
nance positions. Hurd said that 
his department in La Grande 
was fully staff ed, however.

Hurd said there were a num-
ber of reasons why ODOT 
makes the decision to close the 
interstate. Recently, unchained 
semis had closed down the free-
way, as did snow drifts formed 
by heavy winds and fresh snow, 
creating whiteout conditions on 
the interstate.

“If we can’t see and we’re 
running off  the road,” Hurd 
said, “we’ll make the call to 
close it.”

Plow driver works nights to keep roads clear
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Tesmond Hurd drives through the thick snow on Interstate 84 at night in a snowplow on Wednes-

day, Jan. 5, 2022.

By BILL BRADSHAW
Wallowa County Chieftain

WALLOWA COUNTY 
— Wallowa County Sheriff  
Joel Fish said his offi  ce con-
tinues to investigate possi-
ble animal neglect by Dean 
Oregon Ranches and others 
in the stranding of cattle in 
the mountains during recent 
snowstorms.

“I do not have any specifi c 
number of cows that have been 
gathered or died,” Fish said. 
“The staff  for Dean Oregon 
Ranches are collecting the cat-
tle. Most of the cattle belong to 
Dean Oregon Ranches.”

The sheriff  said he expects 
the investigation to take time 
as his offi  ce gathers statements 
from those involved.

County Commissioner 
Todd Nash, who is a rancher 
and often addresses agricul-
tural issues on the board of 
commissioners, said Fish’s 
statement of Dec. 31 that the 
county was “moving toward 
seizing the Dean Oregon 
Ranch” was not exactly accu-
rate. Nash said it’s the cat-
tle — not the ranch itself — 

that may be seized and it is 
unknown if the small num-
ber of cattle owned by other 
ranchers would be included.

“We’re looking at seiz-
ing the livestock,” Nash said. 
“We’re in the process of con-
sidering that.”

He said there is no time-
line in sight, as the proper legal 
measures — such as Fish’s 
investigation — must be taken.

“We need to have all our 
ducks in a row,” the commis-
sioner said.

Wife speaks up
But Karen Dean, wife of 

Bob Dean, the owner of the 
ranch in the Upper Imnaha area 
where cattle have been freez-
ing for the past few weeks, was 
defensive of her ailing husband 
during a telephone interview 
from her Georgia home.

Dean said her 68-year-
old husband underwent sur-
gery in June when his oxygen 
was cut off  and left him with 
brain damage. Dean placed the 
responsibility for the cattle’s 
welfare squarely on the shoul-
ders of the ranch managers, 
B.J. and Emily Warnock.

“He was supposed to bring 
the cows down in October,” 
Dean said. “They let the cows 
go down on their own.”

The Deans also own 
ranches in Colorado and New 
Mexico. Dean said one of their 
wranglers from New Mexico 
visited the Oregon ranch to 
see what was happening. She 
said the wrangler said ranchers 

normally round up their cat-
tle, take them to a pen and put 
them aboard a truck to ship to 
market.

“He said they don’t do that 
(in Wallowa County),” Dean 
said. “They let (the cattle) fi nd 
their own way down.”

Dean emphasized that was 
why they hire local wranglers 
to do the job.

“My husband doesn’t phys-
ically do the cattle work,” she 
said. “He pays B.J. to wran-
gle the cows. We’re relying on 
people who live there that they 
would do the job.”

Despite the Deans being the 
owners of the land and live-
stock, Dean holds the War-
nocks responsible.

“They’re responsible,” she 
said. “We called him every 
other day to get him to bring 
those cattle down.”

Dean added that the War-
nocks signed releases as prop-
erty managers for the Deans.

“Those cows were his 
responsibility,” she said.

But B.J. Warnock disagreed 
with Karen Dean on the nature 
of their business relationship.

“Mrs. Dean is not our 
employer and she is misin-
formed,” Warnock said in an 
email. “Typically, in a sit-
uation like this, the owner 
blames the manager, who 
blames the crew, and so on. 
We are not going to do that. 
Unfortunately, I was never 
offi  cially named or authorized 
to act as manager, which left 
me without decision-making 

authority to act in critical sit-
uations. We did have a main 
crew of seven people gath-
ering Dean Oregon Ranches 
cattle. We are very proud of 
all of their hard work and the 
fact that they have stuck with 
the job despite extenuating 
circumstances.”

Attorney involved
Chris Gramiccioni, a South 

Carolina-based attorney for the 
Deans in their ongoing law-
suits over handling of nursing 
home evacuations last year at 
the time of Hurricane Ida, said 
the Deans and their attorneys 
were just learning of the situa-
tion with the cattle.

“My client is not happy with 
what happened to those cattle,” 
he said. “My client had a team 
of people who were supposed 
to bring the cattle down from 
the mountains.”

Gramiccioni, who said the 
Deans have paid the cost to 
fl y in hay and help rescue the 
cattle, declined to comment 
specifi cally on whether the 
Deans shared responsibility for 
the fate of the cows and their 
calves.

Cattle may be seized as investigation continues

Anna Butterfi eld/Contributed Photo

Calves rescued from the deep snows in the Upper Imnaha get 

some refreshment Jan. 2, 2022, at the Joseph-area ranch of Mark 

and Anna Butterfi eld. They are among many rescued since the 

end of December.
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CONSTRUCTION
(541) 410-0557 • (541) 575-0192

REMODELS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • POLE BUILDINGS 

CONCRETE EXCAVATION • SHEET ROCK • SIDING 

ROOFING • FENCES • DECKS • TELESCOPING FORKLIFT SERVICES

CCB# 106077

S275613-1

www.ImpactOregon.careers

Careers that make a difference

Work with people with disabilities! 

S278182-1

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 4/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

S278183-1

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   S278184-1

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

S278185-1

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

S278186-1

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

S278188-1


