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BAKER CITY — Jason 
Bland, a member of Baker 
City’s budget committee who 
sometimes speaks with slurred 
speech due to multiple scle-
rosis, contends Mayor Kerry 
McQuisten defamed him by 
suggesting that he was drunk 
when he left voice mails on her 
cellphone recently.

Bland has given McQuis-
ten a letter demanding that she 
write an email retracting her 
statements. Bland also wrote 
that he would consider tak-
ing “appropriate legal action 
against” McQuisten if she does 
not retract her statements.

Bland also attended the City 
Council meeting on Tuesday 
evening, Oct. 12 and repeated 
his request to McQuisten.

McQuisten didn’t respond to 
Bland during the meeting.

In a phone interview Tues-
day afternoon, Bland said he 
wants McQuisten to acknowl-
edge that she was wrong in 
assuming he was intoxicated 
when he left the voice mails, 
and to apologize.

“She’s defamed me, and 
she’s done it on purpose,” Bland 
said. “I don’t want somebody 
like that being my mayor.”

Bland said McQuisten could 
have avoided the confl ict by 
returning his phone calls.

“I just wanted a call,” he 
said. “If she had just called me 

back, none of this would have 
happened. I really just wanted 
to talk to her about the party.”

Bland means the Baker 
County Republican Party, for 
which McQuisten is an elected 
precinct committee person.

Bland has also sought to 
talk to McQuisten about her 
decision to not support Randy 
Daugherty’s application to fi ll 
a vacancy on the City Council.

In an Oct. 5 email to Bland, 
McQuisten wrote: “I have cer-
tainly not defamed you by 
attempting to follow the proper 
City process ... I think we are 
clear now that gathering my pri-
vate information online, pub-
lishing the source in the paper 
so others could obtain my pri-
vate information, or repeat-
edly calling on my personal cell 
phone at home are not appropri-
ate. Thanks in advance for hon-
oring that.”

In the Oct. 5 email, McQuis-
ten explained why she men-
tioned Bland’s voice mails to 
Cannon.

“It is my job to bring con-
cerns about any of our board 
or committee members to the 

council as a body to handle 
properly; however, as I men-
tioned multiple times (as was 
the reason for my not once men-
tioning your name or the issue 
specifi cs publicly) my desire 
was the quickest, most discrete 
resolution during which you 
would have been involved.”

McQuisten mentioned the 
voice mails during a Council 
work session Sept. 23, but she 
didn’t refer to Bland by name.

McQuisten also brought the 
issue to City Manager Jon Can-
non, who listened to Bland’s 
voice mails. Cannon subse-
quently sent an email on Sept. 
24 to the fi ve other City Council 
members in which he outlined 
what the mayor had told him.

In the email, Cannon wrote 
that McQuisten had told him 
Bland had called her on her 
city-issued phone and on her 
personal cellphone, although 
she had asked him not to use her 
personal number.

“She expressed concerns 
because the phone messages 
sound as though Mr. Bland 
has slurred speech and may be 
drunk or impaired,” Cannon 
wrote in the email to councilors. 
“I have heard three of the mes-
sages and can confi rm in two 
of them the speech is slurred 
and certainly sounds as though 
some sort of impairment is 
apparent.”

Cannon also referred in the 
email to McQuisten’s allegation 
that Bland instigated a “social 

media smear campaign” against 
city councilor Lynette Perry, 
who resigned in August due to 
health issues, and that McQuis-
ten “believed him (Bland) to be 
drunk at the launch of that cam-
paign as well.”

Bland denies that allegation.
Cannon’s email continues: 

“The Mayor expressed con-
cerns about Mr. Bland serving 
on the Budget Board if he does 
have a drinking problem and is 
taking action against councilors 
and calling her personal phone 
while impaired.”

Cannon’s email lists fi ve 
potential options for councilors 
“in no particular order.”

� Take no action.
� Discuss the issue in a 

Council meeting
� Replace Mr. Bland on the 

Budget Board
• Instruct staff  to research 

additional information
� Individually meet with Mr. 

Bland to discuss the situation.
Later that day — Sept. 24 

— Bland phoned Cannon to 
explain his medical condi-
tion and to refute McQuisten’s 
claims.

Cannon then sent a second 
email to councilors, about two 
and a half hours after the fi rst, 
noting what Bland had said in 
the phone call.

“He informed me that he 
suff ers from a medical condi-
tion that slurs his speech,” Can-
non wrote in the second email. 
“He indicated that he does not 

drink but sometimes when he 
speaks his speech slurs. His 
condition became apparent as 
we were having a conversation 
on the phone.

“He wanted it to be very 
clear to City Council that he is 
interested in serving the city and 
considers himself an upright 
and respectable citizen here in 
Baker City,” Cannon wrote in 
the second email, referring to 
Bland. “He intently shared his 
desire to assist and do what’s 
right on the budget board and 
for the city.

“He indicated that he is try-
ing to reach the mayor to dis-
cuss the applicant Randy 
Daughtry (Daugherty) for City 
Council. He indicated he found 
her phone numbers on truepeo-
ple.com”

McQuisten responded to 
Cannon’s second Sept. 24 
email, following his phone con-
versation with Bland, writing: 
“Thank you for letting us know. 
The cyberstalking and bizarre 
calls at my home were creepy 
at best.”

Bland said he hand-de-
livered a letter to McQuisten 
during the Council’s Sept. 28 
meeting, in which he accuses 
the mayor of defaming him.

“I demand that you imme-
diately cease and desist from 
making any and all false and 
defamatory statements against 
me,” Bland wrote in the letter 
to McQuisten. “I also demand 
that you publish a retraction of 

all these false statements in the 
form of an email to me, Mr. 
Cannon and all City Council 
Members by October 6, 2021. 
If you do not cease and desist 
immediately, and if you do not 
provide a retraction by October 
6, 2021, I may be forced to take 
appropriate legal action against 
you and seek all available dam-
ages and remedies.”

Bland said in a phone inter-
view Tuesday afternoon that 
he was upset that McQuisten, 
after receiving Cannon’s second 
email, explaining the source 
of Bland’s slurred speech, 
failed to concede that she was 
wrong in assuming Bland was 
intoxicated.

Instead, Bland noted, 
McQuisten repeated her accusa-
tion that Bland had engaged in 
cyberstalking and described his 
actions as “bizarre” and “creepy 
at best.”

In his letter to McQuisten, 
Bland addressed those claims.

“I do not know what you 
mean by ‘cyberstalking,’ but I 
do not engage in any stalking 
behaviors,” Bland wrote. “That 
you fi nd phone calls from con-
stituents asking for information 
‘bizarre’ and ‘creepy at best’ 
is unacceptable. As an elected 
offi  cial, a County Republican 
Precinct Committee Person, and 
a candidate for governor, please 
respond to a constituent’s inqui-
ries rather than defame them — 
especially after their disability is 
revealed.”

By KYLE SPURR 
The Bulletin

BEND — A new self-guided 
tour through the farmlands of 
Central Oregon will allow par-
ticipants to enjoy the food pro-
duced in the region. The High 
Desert Food Trail, which 
launched Friday, takes people 
on a tour of 45 diff erent stops 
through Deschutes, Jeff erson 
and Crook counties.

The stops include farms and 
ranches, craft beverage pro-
ducers, cooking schools and 
vineyards.

“We are really excited to 
collaborate with other farms in 
Central Oregon to share our rich 
agricultural lands with our com-
munity and visitors,’’ said Sar-
ahlee Lawrence, owner of Rain-
shadow Organics, a 200-acre 
farm outside of Sisters.

Lawrence, 39, was born 
at the farm, which her family 
started in 1970. She and her hus-
band, Ashanti Samuels, opened 

a farm store on the property in 
2015. At the store, Lawrence 
off ers meats, grains and veg-
etables all raised on her farm. 
Participants on the food trail 
are encouraged to visit Friday 
and Saturday each week, when 
the store is open and meals are 
served, she said.

“We call it farm-driven cui-
sine,” Lawrence said. “We 
really are cooking what we 

grow, and it changes every 
week, every season.”

Lawrence is familiar with 
other food trails in Oregon, 
including one in Hood River 
called the Fruit Loop.

She is thrilled her farm is on 
the new trail. It helps people fi nd 
her farm, which like many other 
farms is off  the beaten path, she 
said. 

The High Desert Food Trail 
was created by the High Des-
ert Food and Farm Alliance and 
Travel Oregon, which runs the 
Oregon Food Trails. The new 
trail joins eight other Oregon 
Food Trails throughout the state, 
and is the second east of the Cas-

cades Mountains.
A map of the trail is available 

on the food and farm alliance 
website.

Annie Nichols, who orga-
nized the trail for the food and 
farm alliance, said brochures 
with the map will be available 
at Travel Oregon visitor cen-
ters across the state and the Red-
mond Airport.

The goal is to promote the 
agriculture of Central Oregon to 
visitors and locals who may not 
be aware how many food pro-
ducers are in the region, Nich-
ols said.

“Central Oregon has this 
vibrant food scene that I think a 
lot of people, especially in West-
ern Oregon, are not quite aware 
of,” Nichols said. “We have this 
really cool scene out here that we 
are trying to highlight and pack-
age in a more exciting manner.”

Jeff  Fox owns Sun Life Farm 
outside of Prineville, one of four 
Crook County farms on the food 
trail.

Fox bought the 160-acre 
farm two years ago. He grows 
7,000 lavender plants on the 
property. His farm also features 5 
miles of hiking trails and an area 
with 19 beehives where he pro-
duces honey.

Baker City Herald

BAKER CITY — Due to 
low water levels, the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wild-
life has canceled all size lim-
its and daily limits for anglers 
at Malheur Reservoir south of 
Baker City through Dec. 31.

The reservoir has very 
limited water due to low win-
ter and spring precipitation 
and exceptionally warm tem-
peratures. ODFW staff  have 
observed fi sh kills during pre-
vious winters when such con-
ditions exist. Based on the 
developing La Nina and asso-
ciated projections for a cooler 
winter, ODFW believes there 
is a high likelihood that con-
ditions in the reservoir will 
become lethal for fi sh this 
winter.

“I’m not one to take lightly 
the liberalization of limits and 
gear restrictions but given the 
current water levels and past 
experience we expect fi sh 
will die during the winter due 
to low oxygen levels,” said 

Dave Banks, ODFW’s dis-
trict fi sh biologist. “My goal 
with the removal of limits and 
gear restrictions is to provide 
opportunities for anglers to 
use these fi sh.”

ODFW plans to restock the 
reservoir next spring to begin 
rebuilding the fi shery. Mal-
heur Reservoir is a produc-
tive waterbody that will grow 
fi ngerling rainbow trout, three 
to four inches long, stocked 
in the spring into eight- to11-
inch fi sh by the fall. Those 
same fi sh will be 14 to 16 
inches by their second fall in 
the reservoir.

Low water levels during the 
fall and ice in winter creates a 
low oxygen level situation that 
could be lethal for fi sh. When 
the reservoir surface freezes, 
it will trap any remaining oxy-
gen under the ice.

“This would give the fi sh 
a very low oxygen supply to 
persist throughout the winter 
and normally results in fi sh 
dying under the ice,” Banks 
said.

Baker City man claims defamation
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‘Food trail’ showcases farms

Dean Guernsey/The Bulletin

Melody Luloff  organizes produce in the farm store at Rainshad-

ow Organics.

Limits lifted at Malheur Reservoir
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“City Cat” Paint Party
Thursday, October 21,

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Hair-on-Hide Leather Clutch
Friday, October 22, 5:30 PM

Saturday, October 23, 7:30 PM

“Christmas Ceramics” Paint Party
Thursday, November 04,

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Email us: paintedskycenter@gmail.com

Call us: 541-575-1335. Follow us on Facebook

Visit us: www.paintedskycenter.com

118 S Washington Street, Canyon City, OR 97820

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

He will bathe in an ADVERTISED TUB, shave with an ADVERTISED RAZOR,

have a breakfast of ADVERTISED JUICE, cereal and toast, toasted in an 
ADVERTISED TOASTER, put on ADVERTISED CLOTHES and glance at his 
ADVERTISED WATCH. He’ll ride to work in his ADVERTISED CAR, sit at an 
ADVERTISED DESK and write with an ADVERTISED PEN. Yet this person 
hesitates to advertise, saying that advertising doesn’t pay. Finally, when his 
non-advertised business is going under, HE’LL ADVERTISE IT FOR SALE. 

Then it’s too late.
AND THEY SAY ADVERTISING DOESN’T WORK?

DON’T MAKE THIS SAME MISTAKE

Advertising is an investment, not an expense. Think about it!

Blue Mountain Eagle
MyEagleNews.com

Don’t get left behind, call today! Kim Kell 541-575-0710
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

S265402-1

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.
S265403-1

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&
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OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

S265405-1

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

S265406-1

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/15/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499

S265407-1

Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if 
Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 
activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be 
purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum 
network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to AT&T Internet service customers 
with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 
5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on 
the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks 
contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC

S265408-1


