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S
ometimes size matters. It 
would be tough indeed to 
forget that iconic scene in 

Crocodile Dundee where the 
title character played by Paul 
Hogan warded off a gang of 
teenage ne’er-do-wells with a 
demonstration of both the size 
and sharpness of his Bowie 
hunting knife. Come-
dic value aside, a big 
knife can be more than 
a conversational piece.

When I was but a 
rookie and had only a 
couple of deer hunts 
under my belt, my 
father was starting to 
get more serious in his hobby 
of knife making. These knives 
varied in size and design as he 
applied his creative talents. One 
he made for me was fashioned 
from the steel of a mill planer 
blade complete with brass fix-
tures and a bone handle. Oth-
ers he made from various other 
grades of steel, and they usually 
had an antler handle. If he had 
time and materials, Pops would 
fashion a leather sheath from 
leather and rawhide.

One of the very coolest style 
of knives he ever made came 
to us courtesy of a friend from 
Alaska. We will call him Gene. 
When Gene resided in the 
state once known as “Seward’s 
Folly” he made his living as 
a hunting guide. Believe me, 
size didn’t matter in his case. 
Although he stood only a few 
inches over 5 feet tall, he had 
held his own and had some 
great stories to tell.

One day, upon learning 
that my father made knives 
as a hobby, Gene handed him 
the blank of an obtusely large, 
almost comically so, knife. 

“They call it an Alaskan Camp 
knife,” said Gene, grinning 
from ear to ear. It made an 
Arkansas toothpick look like 
child’s play. Pops took it home 
and made a pattern from card-
board, then set to work produc-
ing these huge knives. Upon 
completion of the first, others 

were requested, and he 
ended up making 10 
of them total, each one 
slightly more unique 
than its predecessors.

Being as it was so 
large, one couldn’t 
carry it hanging off 
of their belt, so Dad 

fashioned sheaths with an over 
the shoulder sling for ease of 
carry. Each one he stamped 
with his initials and number in 
the series. What would some-
thing like that be good for, 
other than as a conversation 
piece? A better question might 
be: What couldn’t you do with 
such a knife? You could chop 
kindling, split brisket bones 
on your big game animals or 
chop your way through brush. 
Dispatching a rattlesnake, 
no problem. Why, you could 
even clean your fingernails or 
pick your teeth. The list is lit-
erally endless. When select-
ing a knife for your day-to-day 
needs, be sure to pick the right 
one. No, my one-of-a-kind 
Alaskan camp knife is not for 
sale. If you want one, you’ll 
have to get your own!

What is your daily duty 
knife? Write to us at shoo-
tingthebreezebme@gmail.
com!

Dale Valade is a local 
country gent with a love for 
the outdoors, handloading, 

hunting and shooting.

By Jayson Jacoby
EO Media Group

A bacterial infection con-
tinues to wreak havoc on 
lambs in Baker County’s two 
bighorn sheep herds.

A state wildlife biologist 
said officials will continue to 
strive, through annual test-
ing, to identify adult sheep 
that constantly shed the bac-
teria, and then euthanize 
those animals to try to protect 
the herds.

“They’re not faring well 
at all,” said Brian Ratliff, dis-
trict wildlife biologist at the 
Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife’s Baker City 
office. “But I think there’s 
a very good possibility that 
with enough effort, and some 
luck, we will get through 
this.”

The effort could take four 
to five years, Ratliff said on 
Monday morning, Aug. 30.

Biologists first became 
aware of the problem in Feb-
ruary 2020, when dead big-
horns were found near the 
Snake River Road at the 
county’s eastern edge. Those 
sheep are part of the Look-
out Mountain herd, Oregon’s 
biggest herd of the Rocky 
Mountain subspecies with 
about 400 sheep prior to the 
bacterial outbreak.

Later in 2020 biologists 
also confirmed that the same 
strain of Mycoplasma ovi-
pneumoniae bacteria had 
infected bighorns in the 
county’s other herd, in the 
Burnt River Canyon between 
Bridgeport and Durkee.

The Burnt River Canyon 
bighorns, which previously 
numbered about 85 animals, 
are of the California subspe-
cies, which are somewhat 
smaller than Rocky Moun-
tain bighorns.

Biologists believe that all 
of the 65 to 70 lambs born 
in the Lookout Mountain 
herd in the spring of 2020 
died from pneumonia, which 
results from the bacterial 
infection.

Ratliff estimated that at 
least 75 adult bighorns from 
the Lookout Mountain herd 
also died in 2020.

An aerial survey of the 
herd in late 2020 turned up 
about 250 sheep, compared 
with 403 in a 2018 aerial 
census.

To maintain the herd pop-
ulation requires a minimum 
of 20 lambs per 100 ewes, 
Ratliff said. The average 
ratio for the Lookout Moun-
tain herd is 38 lambs per 100 
ewes, and the number ranged 
from a high of 67 per 100 to 
a low of 24.

Ratliff said biologists 
were initially optimistic at 
the start of this summer that 
the worst of the outbreak had 
passed. As of mid June, biol-
ogists hadn’t found any dead 
lambs from the 2021 crop, 
nor any that were coughing 
or otherwise appeared to be 
sick.

“We started out really, 
really good,” Ratliff said.

But the situation quickly 
turned bad.

Once ewes and lambs 
started to congregate in large 
groups, as they typically do 
during summer, due in part to 
the scarcity of water sources, 
people started reporting dead 
lambs in the Lookout Moun-
tain unit, Ratliff said.

(Based on previous test-
ing of lambs, biologists know 
they are not infected, by their 
mother, prior to birth, he 
said.)

As of Monday, Ratliff 
said, ODFW knows of just 
five lambs from the Look-
out Mountain unit that have 
survived.

He said biologists hav-
en’t found any lambs in the 
Burnt River Canyon herd, 
although he said those sheep 

are harder to track due to the 
terrain.

Sheep in the Burnt River 
Canyon began dying around 
October 2020, and Ratliff 
believes sheep from that herd 
crossed I-84 earlier in the year, 
mingled with Lookout Moun-
tain bighorns and became 
ill, then returned and began 
spreading the bacteria among 
Burnt River Canyon sheep.

Trying to identify 
‘chronic shedders’
ODFW’s focus is on find-

ing which bighorns, from 
both herds, are chronically 
shedding the bacteria, regard-
less of whether those animals 
are actually ill.

Ratliff said even a few of 
these chronic shedders can 
keep the bacteria circulating 
throughout a herd and con-
tinue to decimate each year’s 
lamb crop.

He’s especially concerned 
about ewes that are chronic 
shedders, since the female 
sheep spend much more time 
in close contact with other 
ewes and with lambs.

Rams, by contrast, gener-
ally don’t mingle with ewes 
and lambs until Novem-
ber, so a ram that’s a chronic 
shedder isn’t as likely to 
spread the bacteria as widely.

Last fall, ODFW, with 
financial aid from the Con-
federated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion, as well as the Oregon 
and national chapters of the 
Foundation for North Amer-
ican Wild Sheep, captured 25 
bighorns from the Lookout 
Mountain herd. Although all 
25 of those sheep had anti-
bodies in their blood show-
ing they had been infected 
with the bacteria, just four of 
the 25 were shedding bacte-
ria at that time, Ratliff said.

Biologists fitted all those 
sheep with tracking collars 

so they can be captured again 
this year and retested, Ratliff 
said.

This tracking and testing 
campaign will be expanded 
dramatically this year, with 
a goal of capturing 140 more 
bighorns, including some 
from the Burnt River Can-
yon herd.

The strategy is a “two 
strikes and you’re out” con-
cept, Ratliff said.

Bighorns that are identi-
fied as chronic shedders for 
two consecutive years will be 
euthanized, he said.

Source of bacteria 
remains mystery

Ratliff said biologists 
don’t know how the Lookout 
Mountain herd was initially 
infected with the bacteria.

Mycoplasma ovipneu-
moniae bacteria are not 
known to be carried by cat-
tle, but domestic sheep can 
be infected.

Domestic sheep graze on 
a public land allotment, over-
seen by the Bureau of Land 
Management, in the Look-
out Mountain unit, Ratliff 
said. None of the domestic 
sheep that graze on that allot-
ment has been tested for the 
bacteria.

Sheep from two other 
domestic flocks near Rich-
land, at the north end of the 
Lookout Mountain unit, were 
tested in 2020 and none was 
carrying the Mycoplasma 
ovipneumoniae bacteria, Rat-
liff said. A llama owned by 
a resident along the Snake 
River Road was also tested, 
and was also negative for the 
bacteria.

Ratliff said the strain of 
bacteria in both Lookout 
Mountain and Burnt River 
Canyon herds has not been 
detected in bighorns in Idaho, 
which can potentially mingle 
with Oregon bighorns.

SHOOTING THE BREEZE

The cutting edge
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The Alaskan camp knife, top, shown with an Arkansas toothpick 

for comparison.

Dale Valade

Bacteria ravages bighorn lambs
Both Baker County 
herds have seen 
significant declines

EO Media Group/Lisa Britton

A group of bighorn sheep, including a lamb, in the Lookout Mountain unit in eastern Baker County 

on June 20, 2020. A state wildlife biologist said it’s likely that no lambs born in 2020 survived an out-

break of pneumonia caused by a bacterial strain. The illness continues to kill most lambs in the herd,

and is also affecting the county’s other group of bighorns, in the Burnt River Canyon.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   
S260406-1

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.
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Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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Offer ends 11/15/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499

S260411-1

Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if 
Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 
activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be 
purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum 
network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to AT&T Internet service customers 
with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 
5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on 
the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks 
contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC

S260412-1

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

He will bathe in an ADVERTISED TUB, shave with an ADVERTISED RAZOR,

have a breakfast of ADVERTISED JUICE, cereal and toast, toasted in an 
ADVERTISED TOASTER, put on ADVERTISED CLOTHES and glance at his 
ADVERTISED WATCH. He’ll ride to work in his ADVERTISED CAR, sit at an 
ADVERTISED DESK and write with an ADVERTISED PEN. Yet this person 
hesitates to advertise, saying that advertising doesn’t pay. Finally, when his 
non-advertised business is going under, HE’LL ADVERTISE IT FOR SALE. 

Then it’s too late.
AND THEY SAY ADVERTISING DOESN’T WORK?

DON’T MAKE THIS SAME MISTAKE

Advertising is an investment, not an expense. Think about it!

Blue Mountain Eagle
MyEagleNews.com

Don’t get left behind, call today! Kim Kell 541-575-0710
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YOUTH
FLAG
FOOTBALL
WHEN
SEPTEMBER 13TH - OCTOBER 21ST

WHERE
SEVENTH STREET PARK
845 1/2 NW BRIDGE STREET, JOHN DAY

PRACTICES ARE HELD MONDAY - THURSDAY WITH 
GAMES OCCURING THROUGHOUT THE SEASON. 
GAMES WILL BE PLAYED WITH 6 VS. 6 AND PLAYERS 
ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR A MOUTH GUARD FOR 
PRACTICE AND GAMES. OTHER EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDED BY PARKS AND REC.

JDCCPARKSANDREC.ORG/FALL/

2ND - 6TH GRADE
CO-ED

REGISTRATION 
OPEN
AUGUST 9TH - SEPTEMBER 6TH
$50 FOR IN-DISTRICT
$65 FOR OUT-OF-DISTRICT

FOR QUESTIONS
CONTACT KAILEY

P: 541.575.0110

C: 541.620.2569

E: jdcparksand-

rec.kh@gmail.com

Pendleton Round Up
Sept. 15th - 18th, 2021

234 NW Front Street
Prairie City, OR 97869

541-820-3675

WITH A $75 WRANGLER PURCHASE

S259933-1


