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mandate for students who 
are not willing to follow the 
mask order.

Uptmor asserted in the 
letter that the district would 
continue to fight for local 
control so that the decision 
to mandate masks could be 
a local one. Until that hap-
pens, he said, the district 
would follow the gover-
nor’s mandate.

He writes to the par-
ents that the state’s hos-
pitals are “currently over-
run” with COVID-19 
hospitalizations.

“It will be disappoint-
ing if our students are sent 
to school with the directive 
from parents to not wear a 
mask as politics has played 
enough of a role in our 
schools during this time of 
COVID,” he writes.

Uptmor said, while he 
wrote the letter, it was not 
his intent to offend people in 
the community.

“I don’t know yet how I 
can take that back and gain 
your trust again,” he said, 
“but that will be what I’m 
working towards.”

Uptmor apologized after 
the meeting in a separate let-
ter posted on social media.

One parent told Uptmor, 
in the past, she felt “heard 
and understood” by him 
regardless of if she agreed 
with him. She said his letter 
stopped that dialogue.

She said he did not reply 
to an email she sent him, nor 
did the entire board reply to 
an email about the closed-
door meeting.

“We are in this dark 
here,” she said.

John Day Educator’s 
Association

Cindy Dougharity-Spen-
cer, a teacher at Grant Union 
High School and president 
of the John Day Educator’s 
Association, said the associ-
ation supports teaching and 
student learning.

“We support free-
dom,” she said, “but we’re 
not going to jeopardize 
our livelihoods to violate 
mandates.”

According to the gov-
ernor’s mandate, educators 
and administrators face stiff 
penalties, including losing 
their teaching license, for 
defying the order.

The association, 
Dougharity-Spencer said, 
supports taking preventive 
measures, including clean-
ing, testing and wearing face 
coverings, but with appro-
priate accommodations.

She told the audience that 
the teachers union is work-
ing on how to get accommo-
dations for people who do 
not want to vaccinate.

“We don’t want to be the 
mask police,” she said. “We 
encourage activities that 
keep our kids in school, and 
our classes open, and every-
one learning. We are try-
ing to work together, but we 
are not willing to risk our 
licenses to be in violation.”
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This is the fifth case of a 
cattle mutilation in Wheeler 
County in the past 20 months. 
Nearby Harney County has 
had five cases in the past four 
years, two of which happened 
this year, in May and July.

According to FBI records, 
it’s not just an Oregon prob-
lem. Since the 1970s, thou-
sands of killings and mutila-
tions of cattle have happened 
across the U.S.

The cases, officials say, 
usually look “eerily similar”: 
A cow or bull is found dead 
in a remote area with no indi-
cation of how a suspect might 
have gained access to the 
property. Typically, no foot-
prints, tire tracks or finger-
prints are found. There’s little 
to no spilled blood and no vis-
ible puncture wounds, bullets 
or strangulation marks.

In other words: a mystery.
Holmes, the deputy on 

Brown’s case, is also the pri-
mary investigator on the four 
other recent mutilation cases 
in Wheeler County and said 
all five cases looked “about 
the same.”

The deputy, however, 
declined to comment on fur-
ther details about the August 

case, saying he’s tracing some 
specific clues and doesn’t 
want a suspect to know.

As a hypothetical exam-
ple, if suspects knew he rec-
ognized their tire tracks, they 
might ditch their getaway car.

“I’ve got a few leads I need 
to look into that I can’t talk 
about yet,” said Holmes.

All five recent mutilation 
cases in Wheeler County are 
still open and under investi-
gation, as are the most recent 
five cases in Harney County.

Holmes advises farmers 
and the public to be on the 
lookout for people or vehi-
cles that appear suspicious 
and to write down license 
plate numbers and vehicle  
descriptions.

In a recent statement, 
the Harney County Sheriff’s 
Office similarly invited com-
munity members and live-
stock owners “to be vigilant 
and watch for suspicious per-
sons or vehicles where live-
stock (are).”
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conclusion about why the cow 
died.

Almost the whole of the 
cow’s tongue — at least a cou-
ple pounds of flesh — was 
missing.

The wound severed two 
arteries at the base of the 
tongue, and Ratliff said a vet-
erinarian told him that a cow 
with that injury would bleed to 
death relatively rapidly.

That was the only injury 
that happened prior to the 
cow’s death, Ratliff said.

The carcass was undis-
turbed with one exception 
— birds had pecked out one 
eyeball.

He estimated the cow died 
either late on Aug. 24 or early 
on Aug. 25.

Ratliff said tracking con-
ditions were “phenomenal,” 
with a large area of dry, soft 
dirt around the carcass.

He didn’t find any predator 
tracks, but there were tracks 

from deer, elk, mice, squir-
rels and birds. There were also 
human boot tracks — presum-
ably from the ranch manager 
who found the carcass.

The carcass was near the 
upper Fox Creek road, east of 
Lookout Mountain in eastern 
Baker County.

But Ratliff said the evi-
dence suggests that the cow 

sustained the fatal injury on or 
near the road, about 100 yards 
from where the carcass was 
found. That evidence, in the 
main, is blood.

Copious quantities of 
blood.

“Buckets,” Ratliff said.
There were multiple large 

patches of bloody ground, 
splashes of blood as high as 
5 feet up in nearby trees and 
a blood trail between the road 
and the carcass.

Ratliff surmises that the 
blood was splashed onto the 
trees when the cow whipped 

her head from side to side after 
the injury.

Tracking conditions were 
also good at the road, which 
was dry and dusty. Ratliff 
found ATV tracks on the road, 
but, as at the carcass site, no 
predator tracks.

Ratliff said, as he cut open 
and examined the carcass, he 
considered, and in turn dis-
carded, multiple theories 
about the cow’s demise.

He initially thought the 
cow might have been shot. But 
there was no bullet wound — 
no wound at all in the hide.

He wondered if the animal 
had an internal tumor that had 
burst. But the cows’ lungs and 
heart appeared to have been 
healthy.

The mystery deepened 
when Ratliff examined the 
jaw and, for the first time, 
saw that most of the tongue 
was gone.

The wound was jagged, 
not the clean cut that a knife or 
other sharp implement would 
make, he said.

There were no tooth marks 
or other evidence of a predator.

Ratliff said he can’t envi-
sion how a person could have 
removed such a large section 
of the tongue from a living 
cow.

Other possible explana-
tions aren’t much more plau-
sible, he said.

Cows do curl their tongues 
around plants they’re eating 
to rip the food loose, and Rat-
liff speculated that perhaps 
the cow’s tongue had been 
entwined in vegetation and 
ripped that way.

But while that could cause 
a small wound, he said it 
hardly explains the removal of 
most of the tongue.

He also considered the pos-
sibility that the cow’s tongue 
was caught in a trap.

Or that the cow bit off its 
own tongue.

Except cows don’t have 
front teeth on the top of their 
jaw — there’s just a hard 
plate. (They do have lower 
front incisors.)

As for the tongue itself, 
Ratliff didn’t find it.

He said he didn’t open the 
cow’s stomach, so he can’t say 
for certain that the cow didn’t 
swallow the tongue.

“I cannot tell you what 
caused that cow to lose its 
tongue,” Ratliff said.
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Contributed photo/Clancy Roth

A cow was found dead and mutilated in early 2020 at Bar DR Land and Cattle, a Deschutes County ranch in Hampton.

Contributed photo/Wheeler County Sheriff’s Office

Rancher David Hunt found a cow dead and mutilated in July 2020, 

with her tongue, genitals and reproductive organs cut out — and 

she was placed in an upright position.

EO Media Group file photo

Cattle graze in Eastern Oregon.
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Accepting new Patients! Go to:

www.canyoncreekclinic.com

Shawna Clark, DNP, FNP

541-575-1263
235 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day, Oregon 97845
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Andy Wolfer       541-910-6609      CCB#186113

AW CONSTRUCTION, LLC
• Roofing
• Remodeling
• Fences
• Decks
• Storage Sheds

Featuring:
• General Construction

and 
Much 
More!
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 Debbie Ausmus
 245 South Canyon Blvd.
 John Day, OR 97845
 OPEN WED. & THUR.
 9 am - 5 pm

 541-575-1113
 24 hrs/7 days wk

 debbie.ausmus@

 countryfinancial.com

Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if 
Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 
activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be 
purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum 
network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to AT&T Internet service customers 
with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 
5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on 
the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks 
contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC
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CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/15/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499
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1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&
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%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   S259418-1


