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By Gary A. Warner
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The COVID-19 delta variant 
is spreading so fast that it will 
hit most of the state’s unvacci-
nated population before the six 
weeks needed to be fully immu-
nized if they got the shots now.

“We are looking at a giant 
wave that is all taking place 
over the next four weeks,” said 
Peter Graven, a top data scien-
tist at Oregon Health & Science 
University.

Graven presented a forecast 
Aug. 10 that up to 1,100 people 
with COVID-19 will need hos-
pitalization by the time the cur-
rent wave of infections peaks 
around Sept. 7.

Oregon hospitals are about 
500 staff ed beds short of 
being able to absorb that many 
patients at one time, Graven 
said. With about 1.2 million 
unvaccinated people in Oregon, 
the delta variant has a large tar-
get to hit.

Oregon on Aug. 10 reported 
635 COVID-19 cases in state 
hospitals, setting a new record 
for the pandemic. The previous 
high was 584 people on Nov. 
30, 2020. The current wave 
has already set new records for 
infected patients in Intensive 
Care Unit beds. On Aug. 10, 
there were 164.

About 90% of those cur-
rently hospitalized are unvacci-
nated, Graven said.

Gov. Kate Brown said she 
will have an announcement 

about “statewide indoor mask 
requirements” on Wednesday.

The governor gave every 
indication there will be a mask 
mandate for Oregon to blunt the 
COVID-19 spike.

“This new mask require-
ment will not last forever, but it 
is a measure that can save lives 
right now,” Brown said.

The speed of the delta vari-
ant has astounded health offi  -
cials, who said each infected 
person infects eight other 
unvaccinated people. Previous 
versions of COVID-19 didn’t 
exceed a 1-to-3 infection ratio.

“Being vaccinated now is 
too late for this surge,” said Dr. 
Renee Edwards, chief medical 
offi  cer of the Oregon Health & 
Science University.

Edwards said the delta vari-
ant makes unvaccinated peo-
ple sicker than earlier waves of 
COVID-19. Doctors are see-
ing younger, sicker patients as 
many of the elderly were vac-
cinated when the delta variant 
arrived.

Many of the newly admit-
ted to hospitals require more 
care for a longer time, stretch-
ing staff  and causing less turn-
over of beds for patients still to 
come.

Brown announced Aug. 
10 that all executive branch 
employees of the state must 
be vaccinated by Oct. 18. The 
mandate includes state agencies 
under the governor’s control.

Brown said she hoped the 
legislative, judicial and other 
state agencies will follow suit.

The United States has 
reported over 36 million cases, 
with epidemiologists estimat-
ing the true number at twice 

as many due to under-report-
ing and cases with milder 
symptoms.

Nationwide, there have been 
618,108 deaths from COVID-
19 since January 2020, accord-
ing to the Johns Hopkins Coro-
navirus Resource Center. 
Worldwide, it has killed over 
4.3 million.

While California and Wash-
ington have been among the 
nine states to require masks to 
be worn indoors, Brown has 
steadfastly stuck with a volun-
tary eff ort. Oregon had state-
wide mask mandates earlier in 
the pandemic, but OHA offi  -
cials said community appeals 
for voluntary compliance would 
better reach people who had 
refused masks in the past.

The rapidly moving delta 
variant convinced Brown and 
OHA that a blunt directive 
was needed now, especially 
with what OHSU estimates 
are 1.2 million residents of 
the state who are still unvac-
cinated, including children 
under 11 for whom no inocu-

lation has been approved
“Oregon is facing a spike 

in COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions — consisting over-
whelmingly of unvaccinated 
individuals — that is quickly 
exceeding the darkest days of 
our winter surge,” Brown said. 
“When our hospitals are full, 
there will be no room for addi-
tional patients needing care — 
whether for COVID-19, a heart 
attack or stroke, a car collision, 
or a variety of other emergency 
situations.”

Because the main vaccines 
used in Oregon, made by Pfi zer 
and Moderna, require two shots 
a month apart and a two-week 
waiting period afterward to 
ensure full immunity, medi-
cal experts said it is already too 
late for the unvaccinated to rely 
only on shots. They need to stay 
at home and keep social dis-
tance eff orts in place. Every-
one should wear masks indoors 
to tamp down the spread, they 
said.

Brown’s planned announce-
ment could mean the end of her 
policy since June 30 to let each 
of the state’s 36 counties moni-
tor public health and for county 
commissioners to impose 
restrictions if needed.

The policy stayed in place 
in recent weeks despite increas-
ing infection rates in counties 
with low vaccination numbers. 
OHSU offi  cials said infections 
were swamping hospitals in 
Josephine and Jackson coun-
ties, while a country music con-
cert in Pendleton fueled a spike 
in new infections.

Despite the spike in cases, 
the only county to impose mask 
requirements has been Mult-

nomah County, where the infec-
tion rate last week was half of 
the state average.

Brown has sharpened her 
criticism of inaction by local 
offi  cials in areas with spiral-
ing COVID-19 caseloads, espe-
cially as patients in eastern and 
southwestern Oregon had to be 
transferred to hospitals in Port-
land, Salem, Bend and out of 
state. Brown on Aug. 9 con-
fi rmed reports from around the 
state that she had contacted local 
offi  cials in areas with rising 
cases to ask what they planned 
to do to slow the spread.

“We have a fi nite number 
of staff ed hospital beds in Ore-
gon,” Brown said in a state-
ment. “If local leaders continue 
not to act and their regional hos-
pitals exceed their capacity, it 
will impact hospitals all across 
the state.”

OHSU has had to reject some 
requests for transfers in order 
to keep a minimum number of 
beds available for emergency 
needs, including the “normal” 
mix of heart attacks, traffi  c acci-
dents and other medical issues 
requiring hospitalization.

Oregon has the lowest num-
ber of hospital beds per capita in 
the nation, according to a 2018 
report from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. Edwards, the med-
ical director for OHSU, would 
only say the state has fewer than 
most states per person. Staff -
ing hospitals and other health 
care has become a major issue 
during the pandemic.

OHA reported Monday that 
9.5% of all COVID-19 tests 
were turning up positive. That’s 
nearly twice the 5% level OHA 
has said is the highest rate that 

keeps infections from growing 
out of control.

Only Grant, Lake and Sher-
man counties were under the 
5% mark. Multnomah County, 
the state’s most populous 
county with 829,560 residents, 
was at 5.3%.

Nine counties showed posi-
tive test rates above 18%, with 
Morrow at 29.2%. Umatilla 
County was at 26.4%. Infec-
tion rates topped 18% in Crook, 
Douglas, Curry, Jackson, Jose-
phine, Malheur and Union 
counties.

Despite an uptick this 
month, vaccination levels in 
Oregon have slowed to an aver-
age of under 6,000 shots per 
day. That’s down from a peak 
of 45,000 per day at some 
points in April.

Anti-vaccination measures 
have also hamstrung eff orts 
in the state. The Kaiser Health 
Network, a health news 
agency, reported Aug. 10 that 
Oregon is one of seven states 
with some kind of law that 
slows or prohibits the ability 
of health offi  cials or medical 
supervisors to require vacci-
nation of workers.

Oregon legislature passed 
a law in 1989 that specifi cally 
barred employers from requir-
ing medical and health work-
ers to be vaccinated. Offi  -
cials and state lawmakers 
have been debating over the 
wording of the original legis-
lation and whether it extends 
to statewide orders by gov-
ernment offi  cials in an emer-
gency. Democratic lawmakers 
said they would introduce leg-
islation in the 2022 session to 
remove the ban.

By Gary A. Warner
Oregon Capital Bureau

Gov. Kate Brown ordered a 
statewide requirement to wear 
masks indoors beginning Friday 
in public places as state health offi  -
cials worry the delta variant of 
COVID-19 is getting out of control.

“Moving forward, for the 
immediate future, masks will be 
required for all indoor public set-
tings,” Brown said. “Delta is a 
diff erent virus — it has changed 
everything.”

The mandate applies to adults 
and children older than 5. On 
public transit, it also includes 
children older than 2.

The move came the day 
after the Oregon Health & Sci-
ence University’s infectious dis-
ease experts forecast that Ore-
gon could see 1,000 COVID-19 
patients in hospitals by early 
next month. A surge of that level 
would swamp the state medical 
system and leave it 500 beds short 
of what it needs to care for virus 
patients and the usual intensive 
care issues such as heart attack, 
accidents and crime victims.

By Peter Wong
Oregon Capital Bureau

Gov. Kate Brown has 
extended a temporary halt 
to residential foreclosures 
through Dec. 31.

Monday, Aug. 16, was the 
deadline under a law passed by 
the 2021 Legislature for Brown 
to announce the second of two 
extensions. She had already 
announced the fi rst extension, 
which is in eff ect through Sept. 
30 — the same day that the cur-
rent federal moratorium ends.

Brown said in a state-
ment announcing the second 
extension:

“As we continue to see 
record high numbers of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
driven by the Delta surge, I 
am committed to ensuring that 

Oregonians have a warm, dry, 
safe place to live during this 
pandemic.

“Extending the temporary 
residential foreclosure mora-
torium another three months 
will prevent removal of Orego-
nians from their homes by fore-
closure, which would result in 
serious health, safety, welfare, 
and fi nancial consequences, 
and which would undermine 
key eff orts to prevent spread of 
COVID-19.”

People behind in their mort-
gage payments and facing fore-
closure are advised to meet 
with housing counselors in 
their communities. They also 
will have access to $90 million 
in a homeownership assistance 
fund, which is in its fi rst stages. 
The Oregon Department of 
Housing and Community Ser-

vices awaits guidance from the 
U.S. Treasury about the fund, 
which should be ready in the 
fall.

About 70% of Ore-
gon mortgages are federally 
backed, according to the Fed-
eral Housing Finance Agency, 
which regulates mortgages. 
Its moratorium was sched-
uled to end June 30, but it was 
extended to July 31, and now, 
it’s to Sept. 30.

Unlike the original state 
moratorium, which applied 
to all properties, House Bill 
2009 passed by the 2021 Leg-
islature applies only to a total 
of fi ve residential proper-
ties per owner. Each property 
can contain no more than four 
units. Commercial property is 
excluded.

Foreclosures are sepa-

rate from evictions of tenants, 
who still can seek rental assis-
tance from the state housing 
agency and community action 
agencies. Under that program 
as of Aug. 11, 26,925 applica-
tions have been fi led requesting 
$195 million; 2,797 have been 
approved for a total of $17 mil-
lion. The state agency dash-
board reported almost 10,000 
more applications have not 
been completed.

The Legislature passed a 
separate bill (Senate Bill 278) 
that bars evictions from being 
initiated for 60 days if ten-
ants show proof they have 
applied for rental assistance. 
That aid started with $200 mil-
lion in state funds, but the fed-
eral government boosted it by 
more than $200 million after 
Congress passed President Joe 

Biden’s pandemic recovery 
plan.

Multnomah County has a 
separate ordinance setting a 
90-day period.

State housing offi  cials said 
Aug. 4 they have contracted 
with an outside vendor, Pub-
lic Partnerships LLC based in 
Boston, to work on reducing 
the huge backlog of applica-
tions from Multnomah, Wash-
ington and Clackamas coun-
ties. They account for almost 
60% of total applications 
statewide.

Under a diff erent law (Sen-
ate Bill 282), tenants have until 
Feb. 28, 2022, to pay past-
due rent from April 1, 2020, 
through June 30 of this year 
without fear of eviction.

Neither state bill forgives 
any rent.

COVID-19 could crush hospitals with 1,000 patients per day in September
OHSU scientist: 
‘giant wave’ over 
next four weeks

Eagle fi le photo

A COVID-19 test conducted in 

Grant County.

Brown extends foreclosure moratorium one more time Brown orders 
return to 
statewide 
masking
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 Debbie Ausmus
 245 South Canyon Blvd.
 John Day, OR 97845
 OPEN WED. & THUR.
 9 am - 5 pm

 541-575-1113
 24 hrs/7 days wk

 debbie.ausmus@

 countryfinancial.com
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FAIR TIME & BACK TO SCHOOL APPAREL

BOOTS * JEANS * SHIRTS * HATS

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-5pm
234 NW Front St., Prairie City • 541-820-3675

Sponsor:
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Accepting new Patients! Go to:

www.canyoncreekclinic.com

Shawna Clark, DNP, FNP

541-575-1263
235 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day, Oregon 97845
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Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if 
Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 
activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be 
purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum 
network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to AT&T Internet service customers 
with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 
5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on 
the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks 
contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC

S257100-1

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/15/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499

S257101-1

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

S257103-1

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   S257105-1


