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In the distance, a plane drops retardant on the Dixie Creek Fire Saturday, July 3. The fire was originally reported July 1, but firefighters were unable to locate it until it erupted July 3.

[
Fire
Continued from Page Al

Shaw said she used track-
ing software to pinpoint the
day and time of the fire’s igni-
tion. She told the Eagle that it
was at 4:15 p.m. on July 1.

According to Shaw, ODF
uses the software to focus
patrols following lightning
storms in areas with a lot of
activity. However, Shaw said
the software is imperfect, and
often the actual strike is up
to a mile away from where it
shows up on the map. None-
theless, she said it gets crews
in the general area.

ODF’s search for the fire

Shaw  said  dispatch
responded with three engines,
including the one that went to
Voigt’s home.

She said an additional
report of smoke in the same
general area from Prairie
City Rural Fire Department
diverted an engine to look for
that fire.

Still, she said, dispatch
added another engine to assist
with the effort.

Meanwhile, a wildland
supervisor joined the effort
and attempted to get a heli-
copter into the area but could
not. But a recon flight with an
aerial observer in the passen-
ger seat with the sole task of
scoping out new fires did not
report any smoke or fire in the
area.

Shaw said the supervi-
sor hiked to a higher eleva-
tion within the area to visually
locate the fires, at which point
it started to rain.

She said the Dixie Lookout
reported seeing “water dogs,”
which are low clouds or mist
close to the ground and are
often mistaken for smoke.

She said Prairie City Rural
Fire Chief Marvin Rynear-
son, his Assistant Chief Chris
Camarena and a fire manage-
ment officer from Malheur
National Forest’s Prairie City
Ranger District used the fire
finder south of Prairie City in
an attempt to locate the fire.
According to Shaw, the loca-
tion plotted the fire approxi-
mately 1-2 miles north of the
Dixie Creek Fire.

According to Shaw, they
could not locate any smoke
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after it rained. However, Shaw
said ODF resources contin-
ued to look for both fires until
about 7 p.m.

She said Rynearson drove
to the area on July 2 and
moved through the site of the
Dixie Creek Fire and did not
see or smell any smoke.

Shaw said a crew respond-
ing to the fire after it blew up
Saturday met a group of camp-
ers leaving the area. She said
the campers saw the strike on
July 1 and drove to the fire but
did not report it.

Rynearson and Camarena
did not respond to a request
for comment by press time.

‘False alarm’

One source of frustration
was that the report was dis-
missed as a “false alarm.”

Shaw said the reports were

Contributed photo
The Dixie Creek Fire burns 3.4 miles northwest of Prairie City on Saturday, July 3. The blaze erupted
on July 3 after firefighters were unable to locate the smoke July 1.

officially labeled “unable to
locate” in the dispatch log.
She said the public-facing
online dispatch log, WildWeb,
has a narrow range of classi-
fications and labeling an inci-
dent as a “false alarm” allows
them to close out the incident.

According to Shaw, during
periods of heavy lightning
storms, dispatch  receives
countless reports they label as
“false alarms.” These include
fires they cannot locate, dupli-
cate reports of the same fire,
fires that burn themselves out
and fires that precipitation
puts out.

However, the online pub-
lic-facing system ODF uses
has limited classifications
under the “type” section.

Shaw said she had been
unaware there had been ear-
lier reports of fires in the Dixie
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Creek area.

Shaw said she tracks fires
by incident number across
three interagency dispatch
hubs. When the July 3 report
came into her, it was reported
as a new incident because she
did not go back and identify it
again.

Nonetheless, she said she
takes full responsibility for
labeling it as “unobserved”
when that was not the case.

Contacting landowners
and working together

Voigt said she was not try-
ing to be critical, nor was she
trying to blame the individual
firefighters. She said she had
a fire on her family’s property
a couple of years ago, and the
response from fire crews had
been “great.”

She also  emphasized
the speedy and aggressive
response on July 3.

Regardless, she said, she
does not want a large fire to
occur. With drought condi-
tions not seen in the county
in over a century, Voigt said
it would be a “really long
summer.”

She said she wished fire
crews had followed up with
her or the people who owned
the proerty where she noticed
the smoke to let them know
they could not locate the fire.

Local landowners, she
said, can be used as a resource.

Shaw said, in hindsight,
they would have liked to have
seen crews go back, especially
given the hundreds of acres of

natural vegetation that burned.

“We don’t like to see that,”
she said. “Our goal is always
the smallest fire footprint as
we can, and so it’s frustrating
that we did miss an opportu-
nity. “

Then again, she said, they
might not have found the fire
even with better direction
from locals.

“Holdover fires are chal-
lenging, and they had people
likely within a few hundred
yards in the area where the
fire started up days before it
kicked up,” she said.

Shaw said ODF is trying
to learn from the situation and
look at what they could have
done differently, and the situ-
ation would be a reminder for
them all summer long.

“If we can’t find some-
thing,” she said, “we need to
take those extra measures to
figure it out.”

Meanwhile, she said some
people in the community are
upset and feel like fire crews
did not look for the fire, which
was not the case.

Shaw said, while she does
not live in Grant County, oth-
ers who fight fire for ODF do,
and she wants those who are
frustrated to know those fire-
fighters are doing the best they
can.

“They go to the grocery
store, and people see them,”
she said. “I don’t want this to
damage the people who live
in the community, work in the
community and protect the
community.”
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