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that year. The county peaked 
at moderate drought levels 
throughout the following year.

The conditions are signifi-
cantly impacting ag opera-
tions already.

“I have lost two cuts of 
hay over the last two years on 
Cottonwood Creek in Mon-
ument,” said Farm Bureau 
member Gary Adams in com-
ments supplied by Robertson. 
“I only get 30 days of water, 
so I get one cut (of hay) a year. 
So I have lost about 15 tons 
a year, a significant loss for a 
small farm.”

In another experience that 
Robertson shared with the 
Eagle, Micah Wilson, a Grant 
County ranch manager, said 
the drought’s impacts started 
last May. Wilson said the pas-
tures his cows had grazed 
early in the season never 
recovered.

Like other ranchers across 
the West, he said the ranch 
he manages would be buying 
about 500 additional tons of 
hay this year.

He noted that, if conditions 
do not change, they would 
have to “destock” in the late 
summer, early fall.

Kyle Sullivan, Grant Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict’s director, runs a ranch 
for his in-laws and his wife in 
Dayville. He said no spring 
rain added to less-than-normal 
precipitation. The lack of rain, 
coupled with low temperatures 
and steady winds, stunted grass 
growth.

Robertson reported a sim-
ilar experience in a mildly 
warm winter, with low precipi-
tation, that evolved into a cold, 
dry, mildly windy spring.

How does the heat  

affect drought?
Robertson said the heat 

essentially sucks out whatever 
moisture is in the ground and 
the plant.

“We don’t get any (mois-
ture) recovery at night, and 
plants cure much earlier,” he 
said.

The lack of moisture 
reduces available feed for 
everything: cattle, wildlife and 
watershed function, he said.

Julsrud added that the 
heat, coupled with the wind, 
increases evaporation, dries 
the ground out faster and slows 
water spread in irrigation 
ditches.

He likened the phenome-
non to watering a house plant 
that has not been watered for a 

month. The water, Julsrud said, 
does not soak into the soil. 
Instead it spills onto the floor.

“The same principle applies 
to the soil in the world,” he 
said. “If they get so dry, and 
you try to spread water on it, 
it doesn’t soak in. It just sheets 
off.”

Early regulations?
To maintain critical thresh-

olds for rivers and streams 
lakes to maintain fish survival, 
the state’s regulations of water 
allotments will likely kick in 
much earlier this year, Julsrud 
said — any day now.

Oregon’s water laws are 
based on “prior appropriation.” 
Under Oregon law, the person 
who established water rights 
next to a stream or body of 

water is the last to get shut off 
during times of drought or low 
streamflows. Meanwhile, those 
downstream from a “senior” 
rights holder have to curtail 
their usage.

Hailey Boethin, the coun-
ty’s assistant watermaster, said 
the water district is roughly four 
to six weeks early in receiving 
calls for state regulations.

She said when water users 
see the “writing on the wall,” 
they work “collaboratively” 
together to best utilize the lim-
ited resource.

Regional differences?
Boethin said the North Fork 

of the John Day River is typi-
cally a healthy system. Julsrud 
said this is because the river 
starts farther north than the 

other stems. The Middle Fork, 
Boethin noted, is the second 
best. Julsrud pointed out that 
the upper Prairie City coun-
try, including Reynolds Creek, 
does well in drier seasons as it 
starts up high in the hills.

Canyon and Dixie Creeks, 
he said, do not perform as well 
when low streamflows occur. 
Julsrud noted that southerly 
flowing tributaries around Prai-
rie City are “generally pretty 
poor.”

Boethin pointed out that 
some of the south Prairie City 
tributaries can be healthy in 
the upper timber country but 
unhealthy closer to the valley 
floor. Julsrud said this could 
be due to fault lines, cracks in 
the bedrock and a host of other 
“crazy things.”

Robertson said he suspects 
some will have a harder time 
this year than others. Over-
all, he said, irrigators use very 
little of the total amount of 
water in the John Day system. 
Instead, he said they rely upon 
the system during the most 
critical time of the year when 
flows are the lowest.

Robertson said there are 
many proven techniques to 
extend the hydrograph when 
peak runoff occurs and when 
water is most critical for agri-
culture and aquatics. He said 
those improvements would 
dramatically improve flow 
conditions for both irriga-
tors and fish but that Ore-
gon appears unwilling to take 
those measures.

Increased wildfire risks?
Ron Simpson, Malheur 

National Forest fire and avia-
tion staff officer, told the Eagle 
that a drought letter recently 
went out to range permit hold-
ers. Simpson, who empha-
sized that he is not a range 
expert, said that the grazing 
system is spread thin with-
out the spring rain that usu-
ally generates more abundant 
grass growth.

“Depending on how many 
cows per acre are out there, 
I think (the drought) is just 
going to put stress on the sys-
tem as a whole,” he said.

Simpson said the drought 
conditions had put the fire 
season ahead of schedule by 
about a month.

Simpson said, without the 
spring rain, larger fuels that 
typically retain more moisture 
and are more fire resilient are 
drying out more quickly, lead-
ing to the potential for larger, 
more robust fires in the forest.

“That increases intensities 
and the burn intensity of the 
fire itself,” he said.
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nings, much like Marvin. Hope 4 
Paws puts them together with own-
ers who love them, and I think 
that’s such a valuable service in this 
community.”

The organization also works 
with canines.

Last summer, a lost border col-
lie named Bailey wandered out into 
the mountains and appeared in the 
John Day Valley, according to Hope 
4 Paws Director Scotta Callister.

Hope 4 Paws volunteer Shawn 
Duncan said Bailey was lost for 
about two and a half months 
in the valley before being cap-
tured by good Samaritans. Dun-
can said Bailey would not let any-
body catch her because she was  
scared.

When Bailey was hurt and 
lying on a guardrail just outside 
of John Day heading toward Prai-
rie City, a kind person noticed her 
and checked to see if she was alive, 
according to Duncan. Bailey, with a 
serious gunshot wound to one leg, 
noticed the person trying to check 
on her and tried to run away.

The good Samaritan followed 
Bailey until she stopped walking 
away.

“(Bailey) was extremely skit-
tish, too frightened to be caught,” 
Callister said. “As sightings began 
to be reported, volunteers searched 
for her, and a good Samaritan was 
able to pick her up outside of town 
and take her to the vet, where she 
was placed under Hope 4 Paws’ 
care.”

Callister said the wounded leg 
was amputated due to the seri-
ous injury. The dog’s family was 
reached, thanks to the help of social 
media posts.

Duncan said the family from 

Scio told her, when the family went 
out horseback riding, they lost 
Bailey.

“They had since lost hope of 
finding their dog alive and had been 
unaware of the frantic rescue efforts 
that unfolded,” Callister said. “The 
single mom and her 13-year-old 
son were elated to learn their Bai-
ley was still alive.”

Scotta said, thanks to the dona-
tions of generous people, the cost 

of the amputation was covered, and 
Bailey and her family were tear-
fully reunited.

“Everybody pulled through, and 
I even had somebody get ahold 
of me and said they would cover 
the cost of the whole amputation, 
but by that time we already raised 
enough money,” Duncan said. “The 
owner has a son, and that was his 
dog. They sent us a video of them 
reuniting, and it was a tear-jerker.”

Duncan said these stories hap-
pen often. She said she wished peo-
ple would pick up the phone and 
call Hope 4 Paws when they need 
assistance. Even if a person is try-
ing to let a dog or cat go, Duncan 
said the organization can help so 
the animal is not abandoned.

“We all need help at some point, 
and we are gladly willing to do 
that,” Duncan said. “Whether it’s 

re-homing, food, spay and neuter, 
whatever — we will help.”

Email hope4pawsgc@gmail.
com to get in contact with Hope 4 
Paws.

“In 2021, we’re looking forward 
to getting out in the community 
more, as conditions allow, and con-
tinuing to help address the needs 
of pets and pet owners in Grant 
County,” Callister said.
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When Kati Dunn gets home from work, she is greeted by an abundance of af-

fection from Marvin, who was adopted through Hope 4 Paws.

Contributed photo

Even with the amputated paw, Bailey is elated to be reunited with his owner 

Caige Shockey again.
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Drought conditions are significantly impacting agricultural operations.

Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if 
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activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be 
purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum 
network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to AT&T Internet service customers 
with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 
5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on 
the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks 
contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC

S252231-1

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/14/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499
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1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
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1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately.
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   S252237-1


