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SHOOTING THE BREEZE
Berdan’s sharpshooters

uring the War
Between the States,
our first units

of special forces were
formed. Founded by Col.
Hiram Berdan, the First
and Second U.S.

Sharpshooters were =

assembled primar- P
ily for scout and
sniper applica-
tions against the
Confederacy.
These were the
first United States sol-
diers to wear green uni-
forms in place of the con-
tinental blue. Unlike the
regular infantry whose
uniforms were designed
to attract attention, Ber-
dan’s men needed to
blend in with the land-
scape. Even the buttons
on their coats were made
out of black Goodyear
rubber instead of brass so
as to not betray them by
sunlight reflection. Reg-
ular infantry were armed
with the 1861 Spring-
field musket, while these
“sharpshooters” were sup-
plied with the 1859 Sharps
breechloading rifle made
in Hartford, Connecticut.
These rifles used
.52-caliber bullets in
paper cartridges, which
were inserted into the
breech and as the shooter
closed the action, the
breech block neatly sliced
off the rear of the paper
cartridge, exposing the
powder to the chamber.
After priming with a per-
cussion cap, one was
ready to fire. While not
nearly as quick of a reload
as the later self-contained
metallic cartridges, these
were a major improve-
ment over any muzzle-
loading design. This fire-
power proved to be a
force multiplier should
they need to engage mul-

tiple targets as they were
nearly always outnum-
bered and behind enemy
lines.

In 1861, training and
qualifications were held.
All men in the out-
fit had to be able
to place 10 con-
secutive shots, all
fired from the off-
hand position into
a bullseye 200
’ yards away. Their
group could measure no
larger than 10 inches
wide, or to say it another
way, their hits could land
no farther than five inches
away from dead center of
a 10-inch bullseye or they
did not make the cut.

Now I’'m not sure I
know many modern day
riflemen who could do that
even with our contemporary
equipment, much less black-
powder rifles with open
sights. In my experience we
have come to rely upon our
bench rests and bipods just
a little too much these days.
If you’re up for a challenge,
this is definitely worthy. See
if you can keep 10 shots in
10 inches at 200 yards firing
ofthand.

Any way we can improve
our marksmanship skills is a
worthy endeavor. You may
never need to employ your
skills as Berdan’s sharp-
shooters did, but you never
know what kind of opportu-
nity you’ll get in the woods.
Are you going to be qualified
enough to make those tough
shots? Practice up. Could
you make the cut in the Ber-
dan challenge?

Are you a history buff?
Write to us at shootingthe-
breezebme@gmail.com!

Dale Valade is a local
country gent with a love
for the outdoors, han-
dloading, hunting and
shooting.
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Bailey McCracken dominated in the girl’s cutting competition in Hermiston. She’s pictured here at a previous barrel racing com-

petition.

Grant Union dominates at
rodeo competition in Hermiston

By Steven Mitchell
Blue Mountain Eagle

Grant County youth cleaned
up at the Hermiston High School
Rodeo competition April 16-17.

Grant Union’s Sam McCracken
and Bailey McCracken took the top
spots in the boys and girls cutting
competitions.

Cow cutting is an equestrian
competition where a horse and a
rider demonstrate before a panel
of judges both the horse and rider’s
ability to handle cattle.

Sam McCracken finished with a
time of 73, while Bailey McCracken
finished with a time of 71.

Another Grant Union student,
Jack Strong, placed third in bull
riding. Strong finished with a score
of 39.

Sarah Clark participated in poles

and barrels and had a nice pole run
in the first round.

Sam McCracken brought home
the state title in cow cutting at the
Oregon State High School Rodeo
State Finals in Prineville. In June,
he finished in the top third in
reined cow at the National High
School Finals Rodeo in Guthrie,
Oklahoma.

Last year, Bailey McCracken
took first place in average time in
barrel racing. She finished with an
18.07 in her first go-round and an
18.10 in her second.

Clark finished finished in the top
10 in pole bending, a timed event
where a rider runs a weaving pat-
tern around six poles arranged in a
line. Clark finished with a 22.17.

The next Oregon High School
rodeo will take place in Prineville
April 30 to May 2.

Contributed photo/LindseyWyllie.com
Sam McCracken chases down a cow at the state
competition over the summer. McCracken took
the top spot at the boys cutting competition in
Hermiston.

Grant County to have high school
sports but with different guldehnes

Blue Mountain Eagle

Regardless of whether the
state moves Grant County to
either the high or extreme risk
levels, the county will continue
to have high school sports this
week.

Grant Union Principal Ryan
Gerry said the high school would
have some new guidelines to fol-
low for sporting events if they
were to move into high or extreme
risk levels.

In the extreme risk level, the
state’s guidelines cap attendance
at 50 people. The Oregon Health
Authority allows outdoor full-con-
tact high school sports.

In the high risk level, outdoor
full-contact sports are allowed
with a submitted plan.

According to OHA’s sec-
tor-specific guidelines, congregate
homeless sheltering, youth pro-
grams, child care, K-12 schools,
higher education, drive-in oper-
ations and current collegiate,
minor League, semi-professional
and professional athletics operate
under sector-specific guidance for
all risk levels.

Grant Union/Prairie City Prospector Jordyn Young hits the ball in the second-round state
playoff game against Lost River in 2019.
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Grant Union/Prairie City
softball vs. Pilot Rock,
2p.m., 4 p.m.

Thursday, April 29

\

Grant Union golf @
Heppner Invite, Willow
Creek CC, 11 a.m.

Prairie City, Long Creek,
Grant Union track and
field @ Burns Invitation-
al, 4 p.m.

Friday, April 30
Grant Union golf,
pre-districts @ Birch

Creek Golf Course,
11 a.m.

Grant Union dance
team, 6 p.m.

Saturday, May 1
Monument track and
field @ Condon, 11 a.m.

Grant Union/Prairie
City baseball @ Joseph
in Enterprise, 1 p.m.,

3 p.m.
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CONSTRUCTION

(541) 410-0557 - (541) 575-0192

CCB# 106077

REMODELS + NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢ POLE BUILDINGS
CONCRETE EXCAVATION ¢ SHEET ROCK ¢ SIDING

ROOFING ¢ FENCES ¢ DECKS  TELESCOPING FORKLIFT SERVICES
$237014-1

DGDriscoll’'s BOOKS!

Chopra to
Chicken Soup

Encouragement and Advice
New Summer hours: open til 6

248-719-2122

$237000-1

In Canyon City just across from the post office

Mtn. View Mini-Mart 211 Front St., Prairie City 541-820-4477
Weekly Specials
Sunday - Family Style Joy's Choice | Thursday - Asian | Saturday - Sushi

52384761

Haven House

Sotivement Conter

Apartments
available!

714 Main St.
PO Box 386

Fossil, OR 97830
541 763-4651
havenhouse3@wix.com

5238502-1

HEPPNERlCONDON|BOARDMAN

Condon
(541) 256-1200

Heppner
(541) 676-9158

Serving Fastern Oregon since 1959!
Pharmacy * Hallmark Cards * Gifts * Liquor Store

Boardman
(541) 481-9474

www.MurraysDrug.com

= PAINTED HKY =

(ENTER FOR THE ¢JRTS

118 S. WASHINGTON STREET, CANYON CITY, OR 97820
(541) 575-1335 | PAINTEDSKYCENTER.COM

Painted Sky Book Club
1st Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m.

Flower Box Paint Night
Ages 13 and Up | 1 Session Class
Starts Thursday, May 13, 2021

Leather Tooled Wallet
Ages 16 and Up | 5 Session Class
Starts Monday, May 17, 2021

Acrylic Pouring with Dale Finley
Beginner - Experienced | 1 Session Class
Starts Friday, May 19, 2021

Leather Drink Koozie
Ages 16 and Up | 1 Session Class
Starts Friday, May 21, 2021

DOUG’S

AT
MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR
5238840-1




