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With the state opening up 
access to the COVID-19 vac-
cine for anyone 16 and older, 
Oregon Health Authority 
kicked off its drop-in Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
Tuesday at the Grant County 
Fairgrounds.

Grant County Public 
Health Administrator Kim-
berly Lindsay said OHA would 
continue to administer the 
Pfizer vaccine at these clinics 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 28, 
from noon to 7 p.m. April 29 
and April 30 and from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. May 1 in the parking 
lot of the Grant County Fair-
grounds. No appointments are 
necessary for the free shots.

Lindsay said she hopes 
people will take advantage of 
the opportunity.

Last week, she said the 
health department adminis-
tered 59 new doses and 133 
booster shots.

Grant County’s COVID-
19 case and vaccination rates 
are showing signs of improve-

ment. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, the 
county has inoculated 24.8% 
of the population. Meanwhile, 
the infection rate over the last 
week is 416.72 per 100,000 
people, down from 1,644 per 
100,000 people from April 
4-17.

Lindsay told the Eagle that 
people who get the vaccine do 
not have to quarantine if the 
health department identifies 
them as a close contact. Lind-
say said people who are close 
contacts are asked to quaran-
tine now for 14 days. She said 
this changed with the spike in 
cases.

Lindsay said the health 
department would handle con-
tact tracing in the county from 
now on. She said the state 
helped the health department 
with contact tracing last week 
and could only reach roughly 
40% of the contacts. Lindsay 
told the Eagle that people may 
not have picked up the calls 
because they were not from 
a local number. She said the 
health department is back to 
its typical 90% response rate.

Variants of concern?
While the infection rate 

is down from where it was, 
Lindsay said the county is 

still seeing more people with 
COVID-19 access the emer-
gency room.

She said the virus is still 
impacting younger people, 
and people continue to show 
more severe symptoms.

All of this, she said, leads 
her to believe there are more 
variants at play than the state 
can verify.

According to OHA, there 
have been two variants of con-
cern and five variants of inter-
est in Grant County’s region 
seven, which it shares with 
Deschutes, Harney, Klamath, 
Jefferson, Klamath, Lake and 
Wheeler counties.

Lindsay said she did not 
believe there had been a sig-
nificant drop in adherence to 
social distancing requirements 
in the last six weeks.

“The potential reality for 
a variant to be contributing 
to the cases is likely the lead-
ing factor,” she said. “I just 
don’t believe that it’s mostly 
attributable to COVID fatigue 
and wanting to let our guard 
down.”

With 121 cases in the last 
two weeks, Grant County 
is moving to the extreme 
risk level Friday, closing 
indoor dining through at 
least May 6.
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As Grant County resi-
dents began to line up to 
get the COVID-19 vaccine, 
CASA and Community 
Counseling Solutions part-
nered up to talk to people 
about their reasons for get-
ting the vaccine.

Lindsay Rausch, CASA’s 
wraparound services coordi-
nator, said she and Elise Del-
gado, an outreach worker 
with CCS, found that peo-
ple want to talk and connect. 
She said they had questions, 
opinions and experiences 
around COVID-19 they 
wanted to share.

“It was enlightening to 
get beyond the headlines 
and talking points and hear 
real people’s experiences 
firsthand,” she said.

Rausch said it was 
“uplifting” as people talked 
to her about their plans after 
getting immunized, which 
included bringing their 
lives back to a “sense of 
normalcy,” which included 
being able to travel and see 
family again.

With permission from 
those she spoke to, Rausch 
shared a few of these con-
versations without any other 
identifying information 
except for gender identifi-
cation, age and initials.

The Eagle only made 
general references to age 
and gender for clarity and 
readability.

From the polio 
epidemic to the 

COVID-19 pandemic
A Grant County couple 

who both lived through the 
polio epidemic did not hes-
itate to roll up their sleeves 
when it was their turn to get 
the shot.

“I believe our medical 
professionals know what 
they’re doing,” the husband 
said. “I’m old enough — I 
went through the polio and 
smallpox thing. The num-
bers tell you, this is not a 
joke.”

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, the polio epidemic 

infected 60,000 children at 
its height, paralyzed thou-
sands and killed 3,000 peo-
ple. The U.S. began wide-
spread vaccinations in 1955 
and completely eradicated 
the the virus in the U.S. by 
1979, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control.

“Kids died and nobody 
talked about it. Kids just 
never came home. If a 
household had measles, a 
quarantine notice was put 
on your door,” the wife told 
Rausch.

Vaccine hesitancy
Rausch said, when she 

and Delgado set out to talk 
to people, she wanted to hear 
from those who were hes-
itant at first but ultimately 
decided to get the shot.

A woman in her late 50s 
initially did not want to get 
the vaccine.

However, Rausch said 
she thought about her health 
issues, a delay in getting sur-
gery, her job around kids and 
decided to “brave up.”

In another situation, a 
female in her 40s worried at 
first about severe food aller-

gies, but after speaking with 
nurses, chose to get it.

‘Less likely to get 
seriously ill’

Rausch said, aside from 
getting immunized for their 
health, other reasons were 
to see friends and family 
again and to protect others.

“A close second was get-
ting back a sense of freedom 
and normalcy,” she said.

A middle-aged resident 
said, “I believe that getting 
vaccinated will make it less 
likely that I will get seri-
ously ill from COVID-19, 
so I will continue to be able 
to take care of my family.”

‘Maybe my mom 
needed me to have it’

Rausch said she talked 
to a woman in her late 50s 
who dropped by the clinic 
because of her elderly 
mother.

“She asked me to,” the 
woman said of her mother. 
“She told me I should do it. 
She’s very vulnerable, and 
I’m over a lot. I may not 
need it, but maybe my mom 
needed me to have it.”

Free, drop-in vaccinations 
continue this week
Variants may be 
leading to case 
increases
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The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.

Sunday School  ..................... 9:45 am
Sunday Worship ...................... 11 am
Fox Community Church ............. 3 pm
Sunday Evening Bible Talk ......... 6 pm
Saturday Men’s Study ............... 6 pm

FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

Full Gospel- Come Grow With Us

541-575-1202 Church
311 NE Dayton St, John Day

Pastor Al Altnow

CornerstoneCornerstone
Christian
Fellowship
139 N.E. DAYTON STREET, JOHN DAY

541-575-2180
Sunday Worship Service 10 am

Sunday Youth Group 3 pm

Thursday Celebrate Recovery 6 pm

Pastor Levi Manitsas

cornerstonejohnday@gmail.com

ccfjd.orgLike us on Facebook!

JOHN DAY

UNITED 

METHODIST

CHURCH

Sunday Worship • 9AM

(541) 575-1326
johndayUMC@gmail.com
126 NW Canton, John Day
Food Pantry Friday 3-4PM

CHURCH OF THE

NAZARENE
Sunday School  .......................... 9:30 am

Sunday Worship Service......... 10:45 am

Sunday Evening Service ...........6:00 pm

Children & Teen Activities

SMALL GROUPS CALL FOR MORE INFO
Weekdays: Sonshine Christian School

Pastor Randy Johnson

521 E. Main • John Day • 541-575-1895

www.johndaynazarene.com

24/7 Inspirational Christian 
Broadcasting

Tune into KSPL 98.1 FM

For more information,  
call 541 620-0340

Redeemer 

Lutheran Church
Come Worship with us at

627 SE Hillcrest, John Day

1st Sunday Worship/Communion  ..................10am

3rd Sunday Worship/Communion/Potluck ...4:30pm

2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday Worship .........................10am

Sunday Bible Study .....................................8:45am

For information: 541-575-2348

MT. VERNON

PRESBYTERIAN

Community Church
SUNDAY SERVICE..............9 am

SUNDAY SERVICE ...........9 am

541-932-4800

EVERYONE WELCOME

59357 Hwy 26 Mt. Vernon

Celebration of Worship
Sundays 5:30pm

Youth: 0-6th Grade

Midweek Service
Thursdays 6:30pm
Youth: 0-6th Grade

Jr./Sr. High
Youth Connection
Wednesdays at 6:30pm

Overcomer’s Outreach
Mondays at 6pm at

LWCC
A Christ-Centered, 12-Step 

Recovery Support Group

Pastor Sharon Miller
541-932-4910

www.livingwordcc.com

2 Corinthians 5:17

Every Sunday in the L.C.
Community Center

(Corner of Second & Allen)

Contact Pastor Ed Studtmann at
541-421-3888 • Begins at 4:00pm

S237012-1

St. Thomas 
Episcopal 
Church 

Join us on Facebook 

live Sunday 10am

Like us on Facebook!

John Day Valley

Mennonite 
Church

Meeting every Sunday
at Mt. Vernon Grange Hall

Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship ............10:50 a.m.

Pastor Leland Smucker
Everyone Welcome • 541-932-2861
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4
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Grace Chapel (EMC)
154 E. Williams St.
Prairie City, Oregon

541 820-4437

Pastor Robert Perkins       

Sunday School (all ages)
 9:30-10:30

Sunday Worship  
 10:45-12:00


