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ODFW offi  cials have cited mul-
tiple reasons for proposing the shift 
from general to controlled archery 
seasons.

One is the increasing number of 
archery hunters over the past few 
decades. ODFW said the number of 
archers hunting elk in Eastern Ore-
gon rose from about 12,300 in 1995 
to about 18,500 in 2019.

Another is improvements in tech-
nology, which allow hunters to make 
longer kill shots and archery hunters 
to have higher success rates.

But because the archery seasons 
have remained general seasons, with 
no limits on how many tags are sold, 
ODFW’s lone tool to limit hunting to 
protect deer and elk herds has been to 
cut the number of tags for rifl e hunts, 
which are controlled hunts with lim-
ited tags awarded through the lottery 
system.

“Currently the controlled rifl e 
season is the one place we have 
the ability to adjust hunter har-
vest, and they have taken almost 
all the tag reductions in the last 
25 years,” said Jeremy Thomp-
son, district wildlife biologist 
for ODFW’s Mid-Columbia area 
who is managing the review of 
elk archery hunts. “The ultimate 
goal of this proposal is to be able 
to make management actions 
equitable for all users.”

In choosing which units to 
propose the change from a gen-
eral to a controlled archery sea-
son, ODFW officials consid-
ered the elk populations in those 
units, as well as hunter density 
and hunter displacement, which 
are based on a 2020 public sur-
vey of hunters.

Units where the bull ratio — 
the number of bulls per cow — 
have not met the state’s goals in 
three out of five years are pro-
posed to change from general to 
controlled archery hunts in 2022.

“We have tried to craft a solu-
tion that addresses the problems 
we are seeing in some units, 

while continuing to retain as 
much general season opportunity 
as possible,” Thompson said.

ODFW is proposing to change 
from a general to a controlled elk 
archery hunt in some other units 
because, although those units are 
meeting bull ratio goals, the bull 
elk harvest is near what biolo-
gists consider the unit’s capac-
ity. In some units, archery hunt-
ers have been taking as many or 
more branch-antlered bulls than 
rifle hunters have, according to 
ODFW.

Two Baker County archery 
hunters, Bob Reedy and Keith 
Jensen, said they have concerns 
about the potential effects of 
ODFW’s proposed changes.

Reedy, who lives in Baker City 
and also owns an archery shop, 
disputes ODFW’s contention that 
switching from a general to a 
controlled season for elk is nec-
essary to deal with declining elk 
populations and bull ratios.

“I think a lot of this is about 
the state mismanaging the ani-
mals,” Reedy said.

He contends the state could 
either temporarily ban hunters 
from killing bulls, whether they 
use bows or rifles, or change the 
bag limit to prohibit hunters from 
shooting spike bulls. By restricting 

hunters to harvesting only mature, 
branch-antlered bulls, Reedy said the 
state could boost bull ratios in units 
where they’re below state objectives.

“If they want better bull ratios, 
stop shooting so many bulls,” he said.

Jensen, who also owns an archery 
shop in Bowen Valley just south 
of Baker City, said he concedes 
ODFW’s point that for the past few 
decades rifl e hunters, not archers, 
have borne the brunt of cuts in elk 
tag numbers.

But Jensen said he’s worried 
ODFW’s proposed “piecemeal” 
approach — moving to controlled 
archery seasons in some units but 
continuing with a general season in 
others — would push many hunters 
to units with a general season, lead-
ing to overcrowding.

Both Jensen and Reedy also 
said they believe ODFW is failing 
to acknowledge that predation, by 
bears, cougars and wolves, is con-
tributing to declining elk numbers in 
some units.

ODFW is asking hunters to 
submit comments on the pro-
posed changes, which the Fish and 
Wildlife Commission is sched-
uled to discuss during its June 18 
meeting.

The commission will make a 
decision on archery seasons for 2022 
during its September 2021 meeting.

More information is available 
online at myodfw.com/articles/
big-game-hunting-season-review.

Comments should be emailed to 
odfw.wildlifeinfo@state.or.us no 
later than April 15. There will be 
additional opportunities to comment 
before and during the commission’s 
June 18 meeting.
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The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is proposing signifi cant changes to elk hunting rules for archers.
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A bull elk in Northeast Oregon. The

hunting season for archers could 

change from a general season to a

controlled season starting in 2022 in

many parts of the region.
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The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife propos-

es to change the following hunting units from general 

season to controlled season for archery elk hunters in 

2022: Silvies, North Malheur River, West Beulah, Mur-

derers Creek, Northside, North Sumpter, Desolation, 

Heppner, Ukiah, Starkey, Catherine Creek, Keating, 

Minam, Imnaha, Snake River and Pine Creek.

Draft 2022 archery regulation proposal

“WE HAVE TRIED TO 

CRAFT A SOLUTION 

THAT ADDRESSES 

THE PROBLEMS 

WE ARE SEEING IN 

SOME UNITS, WHILE 

CONTINUING TO 

RETAIN AS MUCH 

GENERAL SEASON 

OPPORTUNITY AS 

POSSIBLE.” 
— Jeremy Thompson, district wildlife 

biologist for ODFW’s Mid-Columbia area
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 Debbie Ausmus
 245 South Canyon Blvd.
 John Day, OR 97845
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 9 am - 5 pm

 541-575-1113
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137 E. Main St., John Day • 541-575-1637

Accepting new Patients! Go to:

www.canyoncreekclinic.com

Shawna Clark, DNP, FNP

541-575-1263
235 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day, Oregon 97845
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We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare. 
In 2019, we relieved over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees. 

We can help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

855-385-4473
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Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
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CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 
603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau 
HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# 
PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 
License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   S234973-1

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR
Imagine The Difference You Can MakeImagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually
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CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/14/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499
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ADRCofOregon.org 

1.855 .ORE.ADRC 
(1.855 .673 .2372)

Over 60 or have a disability?

We can help.
S234978-1


