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Arrests and citations in 
the Blue Mountain Eagle 
are taken from the logs 
of law enforcement agen-
cies. Every effort is made 
to report the court dispo-
sition of arrest cases.

Grant County 
Circuit Court

Jacob Farr, 28, pleaded 
guilty July 30 to a count 
of first-degree aggravated 
theft, a count of driv-
ing under the influence 
of intoxicants, a count 
of reckless driving and a 
count of second-degree 
criminal mischief com-
mitted on Jan. 24. He 
was also found guilty on 
a count of conspiracy to 
commit a class C felony—
tampering with a wit-
ness, committed on Jan. 
4 He was sentenced to 60 
months of supervised pro-
bation, 280 hours of com-
munity service and his 
license was suspended for 
three years. He was also 
ordered to pay $5,800 in 
restitution to John Kropf 
and a $1,500 DUII fine. 
Counts of unauthorized 

use of vehicle, first-de-
gree theft, criminal driv-
ing while suspended or 
revoked and second-de-
gree criminal mischief 
were dismissed.

William J. Collier, 
27, pleaded guilty Dec. 
10 to a count of deliv-
ery of methamphet-
amine within 1,000 feet 
of school committed on 
July 30. He was sen-
tenced to 90 days in jail, 
36 months of supervised 
probation and 80 hours 
of community service. A 
count of unlawful pos-
session of methamphet-
amine was dismissed.

Buford W. Breland, 
62, pleaded guilty Dec. 
11 to a count of manu-
facture of methamphet-
amine, a count of deliv-
ery of methamphetamine 
and a count of unlawful 
possession of metham-
phetamine. He was sen-
tenced to 430 days in jail, 
24 months of post-prison 
supervision, 12 months 
of supervised probation, 
80 hours of community 
service and to pay a $100 

fine. A count of unlawful 
possession of metham-
phetamine, felon in pos-
session of a restricted 
weapon and criminal for-
feiture were dismissed.

Grant County 
Sheriff

The Grant County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
the following for the week 
of Dec. 16:

Concealed handgun 
licenses: 9

Average inmates: 11
Bookings: 12
Releases: 13
Arrests: 0
Citations: 1
Fingerprints: 4
Civil papers: 11
Warrants processed: 1
A s s i s t a n c e / We l f a r e 

check: 0
Search and Rescue: 0
Dorothy Miller, 33, of 

Long Creek was cited for 
dog as a public nuisance.

Grant County 
Justice Court

Driving while sus-
pended: David W. Burke, 
26, John Day, Oct. 4, 

fined $440.
Driving uninsured: Jef-

frey C. Cook, 24, Prairie 
City, Jan. 20, fined $265.

Careless driving—
accident: Andria L. Kel-
ley, 26, Mt. Vernon, Aug. 
23, fined $440; David W. 
Burke, 26, John Day, Oct. 
4, fined $440.

Failure to install igni-
tion interlock device: 
David W. Burke, 26, John 
Day, Oct. 4, fined $440.

Michael J. Milner was 
convicted of second-de-
gree criminal trespass and 
was sentenced to pay a 
$440 fine.

On Dec. 11, the court 
granted a judgment for 
CSO Financial Inc. against 
Blaine S. Ross of Canyon 
City for $2,029.99.

On Dec. 11, the court 
granted a judgment for 
Monika Fenton against 
Tim and Lisa Dentler of 
John Day for $977.83.

Dispatch
John Day dispatch 

worked 140 calls during 
the week of Dec. 14-20, 
including:

• John Day Police 
Department

Dec. 15: Responded to 
a civil issue on East Main 
Street.

Dec. 16: Advised of a 
report of a passenger of 
a vehicle holding a baby 
in their lap as the vehi-
cle traveled through John 
Day.

Dec. 17: Responded to 
a report of a domestic dis-
pute. Samantha Edwards, 
34, of John Day was 
arrested for fourth-degree 
assault.

Dec. 19: Cited Ash-
lie R. Clark, 28, of John 
Day for driving while sus-
pended and uninsured.

• Oregon State Police
Dec. 19: Advised of a 

deer-versus-vehicle, non-
injury crash on Highway 
26 near milepost 143.

• Grant County Sher-
iff’s Office

Dec. 15: Received a 
report of an noninjury 
crash on Highway 395 S 
near milepost 15.

Dec. 15: Received 
a report of a noninjury 
crash on Highway 26 near 

milepost 165.
Dec. 15: Received 

a report of a noninjury 
crash on Highway 26 near 
milepost 166.

Dec. 16: Received a 
report of fraud on Wash-
ington Street.

Dec. 18: Received a 
report of assault on South 
Canyon City Boulevard.

Dec. 20: Received a 
report of assault on Hum-
bolt Street.

• John Day ambulance
Dec. 16: Along with 

Prairie City ambulance, 
paged for a 74-year-old 
woman on North McHa-
ley Avenue.

Dec. 16: Dispatched 
for an elderly man with 
chest pain on Adam Road.

Dec. 18: Responded 
for a 53-year-old woman 
with shortness of breath 
on Patterson Drive.

• Prairie City 
ambulance

Dec. 20: Along with 
John Day ambulance, 
paged for a 74-year-
old woman with diffi-
culty breathing on North 
McHaley Avenue.

COPS AND COURTS

By Rudy Diaz
Blue Mountain Eagle

A Grant County teenager has 
been sentenced to several years in 
prison after a string of thefts.

Austin Catron, 19, has been 
sentenced to 41 months in prison 
for crimes committed in Grant 
County between September 2019 
and February 2020, according to 
court documents.

On Dec. 10, Catron pleaded 
guilty to five counts of first-de-
gree theft, three counts of sec-
ond-degree theft, one count of 
third-degree theft, two counts 
of second-degree burglary, one 
count of harassment consti-
tuting domestic violence, one 
count of third-degree crimi-
nal mischief and two counts of 
conspiracy to commit first-de-
gree theft, according to court  
documents.

Catron was also sentenced to 
12 months of post-prison super-
vision and to pay restitution for 

all charges including the charges 
that were dismissed. Catron was 
ordered to have no contact with 
the victims associated with the 
charges.

Catron will also serve 15 days in 
the Grant County Jail on a charge 
of domestic violence, according to 
court documents.

Twenty-two counts of theft 
or burglary related charges, 11 
counts of criminal trespass, 18 
counts of criminal conspiracy, 
six counts of unlawful entry into 
a motor vehicle, four counts of 
criminal mischief and one count 
of assault were dismissed in a 
plea agreement, according to 
Grant County District Attorney  
Jim Carpenter.

By Rudy Diaz
Blue Mountain Eagle

The investigation of a 
fatal shooting in John Day 
supported the initial find-
ings that the act was in  
self-defense

Grant County District Attor-
ney Jim Carpenter announced 
in a Dec. 16 press release he 
will not pursue charges against 
Lloyd N. Leach, 86, for shoot-
ing and killing Patrick L. Duig-
nan, 34, Sept. 22 at an apartment 
on Southwest First Avenue in  
John Day. 

Carpenter said he made the 
decision after reports, evi-
dence, interviews and wit-
nesses indicated that Leach 
acted in self-defense. 

The Oregon State Police 
major crimes team was acti-

vated and oversaw the 
investigation.

“Leach was justified in 

using physical force upon 
another person for self-de-
fense from what Leach rea-
sonably believed to be the use 
or imminent use of unlaw-
ful physical force,” Carpen-
ter said in the press release. 
“Further, given all the circum-
stances, Leach used a degree of 
force which Leach reasonably 
believed to be necessary for  
the purpose.”

The investigation indi-
cated Duignan was harass-
ing Leach while Leach was 
attempting to get from his 
vehicle to his apartment. Leach 
got into his apartment and 
locked the door before Duig-
nan burst through the door,  
Carpenter said.

“Duignan rushed down the 
hallway of the apartment and 
physically attacked Leach,” 
Carpenter said. “During the 
altercation, Leach fired to 
shots from a handgun into  
Duignan.”

Duignan died on scene.

Catron sentenced 
to 41 months in jail
19-year-old pleaded 

guilty to theft spree in 

2019 and 2020

Austin Catron

Investigation concludes 
fatal John Day shooting 
was in self-defense
DA will not pursue 
charges against Leach, 86, 
for killing Duignan, 34
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137 E. Main St., John Day • 541-575-1637 S221441-1

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 1/31/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR
Imagine The Difference You Can MakeImagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

S221442-1

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-557-1912

Off er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

S221443-1 S221445-1

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5

AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY

DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST

50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795  
DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 
233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# 
WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# 
C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  
Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY
BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Get your free information kit 

and see if you qualify:

855-385-4473

Timeshare Cancellation

S221446-1

Monday - Thursday 
7am- 6pm

Friday 8am - 5pm

Mendy Sharpe FNP

Apppointments 
available
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Monday - Thursday 
7am- 6pm

Friday 8am - 5pm

Mendy Sharpe FNP

S221872-1

Plectrum
Music Company

29 W. Washington St., Burns, OR 97720
Phone: (541) 589-4952

www.plectrummusiccompany.com

• Authorized Teton Guitar dealer.

• New and vintage guitars, basses, ukuleles. Acoustic and electric sales and repair.

• Martin, D’Addario, and GHS strings. Fender and Silvertone guitars.

Special Holiday Hours through January 2. 

December 20-21: Closed
December 22-23: 10AM-7PM

December 24: 10AM- 4PM
Closed Christmas Weekend

December 28-January 2: 10AM- 7PM

Find us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/plectrummusiccompany
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541-523-6377 541-963-6577 541-573-6377
541-576-2160


