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James “Jim” Moulton, 82, a former longtime resident of Sen-
eca and Canyon City, passed away peacefully surrounded by 
his family on Sunday, Nov. 22, 2020, at his current residence 
in Emmett, Idaho. A graveside memorial service will be held at 
1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 27, 2020, at St. Andrews Catholic Cemetery 
in Canyon City. Pastor Levi Manitsas of Cornerstone Christian 
Fellowship will officiate.

Memorial contributions may be made to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital through Driskill Memorial Chapel, 241 S. Canyon 
Blvd., John Day, OR 97845. To offer online condolences, visit 
driskillmemorialchapel.com.
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The race between Heather 
Rookstool and 
Chris Labhart for 
the last John Day 
City Council seat 
continues.

Grant County 
Clerk Brenda 
Percy conducted 
a hand count on 
Nov. 16, and the 
result remained 
a tie.

Percy said 
John Day City 
Manager Nick 
Green is the 
election offi-
cer. Green said 
he contacted 
the city’s legal 
counsel to deter-
mine their proce-
dures for breaking the tie by 

deciding “by lot” as Oregon 
statutes dictate.

Early next week, both 
candidates will 
be notified how 
the city plans to 
proceed, Green 
said.

“I expect we 
will make the call 
at the Dec. 8 city 
council meeting 
since it’s the only 
one we have next 
month,” Green 
said. “I just want 
to make sure 
we’re document-
ing our proce-
dures appropri-
ately so that it 
isn’t challenged, 
so I’m waiting to 
hear back from 
(legal counsel) 

on how to proceed.”

John Day City Council 
race ends in a tie

By Steven Mitchell
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More help is available for Grant 
County’s small businesses that are still 
reeling from the economic fallout of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Stephanie LeQuieu, Grant County 
rural venture catalyst with Oregon 
RAIN, said the Grant County Small 
Business Stabilization Project is open, 
and businesses can receive $2,500. 
Applications are available at communi-
tylendingworks.org.

LeQuieu said a fifth round of fund-
ing from Business Oregon opened up 
on Monday to Eastern Oregon-based 
businesses. This round of funding, she 
said, is for businesses that received fed-
eral funding, including Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security Act small 
business loans and Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans.

Businesses with up to 100 employ-
ees are able to apply if they were either 
forced to shut down by state order or can 
demonstrate a 25% drop in gross reve-
nue in a given month between March 
and August of 2020, compared to the 
same month 2019.

More information is available at oreg-
on4biz.com/Coronavirus-Information/
ESBA.

Grant County Economic Develop-
ment Director Tory Stinnett said farmers 
impacted by the pandemic can apply for 
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Pro-
gram with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture until Dec. 11 at farmers.gov/
cfap.

Stinnett said small businesses and 
child care providers can request free 
personal protective equipment and other 
supplies at supplyconnector.org/states/
oregon/free-ppe.

County Commissioner and Prairie 
City Mayor Jim Hamsher said Com-
munity LendingWorks, Grant County 
and Prairie City are offering $25,000 in 
emergency grant funding to Prairie City 
businesses.

Eligible businesses must have been 
either forced to close due to the pan-
demic or experienced at least a 25% 
reduction in revenue in any month 
between March 2020 to August 2020, 
compared to the same month in 2019; 
have 25 or fewer employees at the end 
of 2019; and be located within the city 
limits of Prairie City.

Prairie City is also offering residents 
relief help with utility expenses related 
to COVID-19.

More grant funding opportunities open 
up for businesses in Grant County
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Stephanie LeQuieu, Grant County ru-

ral venture catalyst with Oregon RAIN, 

during a session of Grant County Court 

last month.

Chris Labhart

Heather Rookstool
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It will be at least another week 
of distance learning for many Grant 
County students.

Grant School District Superinten-
dent Bret Uptmor said Humbolt Ele-

mentary School and Grant Union 
Junior-Senior High School will 
remain on comprehensive distance 
learning until at least Dec. 7.

Uptmor said the district will 
reevaluate COVID-19 test positivity 
rates on Dec. 3 to determine whether 

on-site instruction will be allowed the 
week of Dec. 7.

He said the county continues to 
have a high positivity rate.

Seneca Elementary School will 
continue with on-site teaching, he 
said.

Humbolt, Grant Union distance learning extended another week
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Rural counties that house arts 

organizations provide residents with 

higher incomes (up to $6,000 higher) 

than are reported in rural counties that 

lack performing arts organizations.  

Support your local Art Center by becoming a 

sustaining member today. Call 541-575-1335 or 

visit our website: 

paintedskycenter@gmail.com

118 S. WASHINGTON STREET, CANYON CITY, OR 97820
(541) 620-3788 | PAINTEDSKYCENTER.COM

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

He will bathe in an ADVERTISED TUB, shave with an ADVERTISED RAZOR,

have a breakfast of ADVERTISED JUICE, cereal and toast, toasted in an 
ADVERTISED TOASTER, put on ADVERTISED CLOTHES and glance at his 
ADVERTISED WATCH. He’ll ride to work in his ADVERTISED CAR, sit at an 
ADVERTISED DESK and write with an ADVERTISED PEN. Yet this person 
hesitates to advertise, saying that advertising doesn’t pay. Finally, when his 
non-advertised business is going under, HE’LL ADVERTISE IT FOR SALE. 

Then it’s too late.
AND THEY SAY ADVERTISING DOESN’T WORK?

DON’T MAKE THIS SAME MISTAKE

Advertising is an investment, not an expense. Think about it!
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Don’t get left behind, call today! Kim Kell 541-575-0710
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 331 W. Main, John Day

 541-575-2710
 Fax 541-575-2610

www.RMLS.com
eastoregonrealestate.com

www.country-preferred-realtors.com

Fax 541-575-2610

We’d like to deliver our sincere best wishes to 
your door this holiday. May the season bring 
much happiness, health, and good fortune to 
you and your loved ones. 

If you’re looking for a home for the holidays 
and beyond, please keep us in mind. We’ve 
been helping area residents find the perfect 
place to call home for over 10 years.

Amy Denman
Principal Broker
503-577-7029

Wendy Cates
Principal Broker/

Owner
541-620-4239

Fred Winegar
Broker

541-620-1506

Debbie Brown 
Broker

541-419-8156

 Fax 541-575-2610
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 There’s No Place Like Home 

 For The Holidays

Mike Moore
Broker

541-542-2059

 Sole Searching
 for Winter?

 Save up to 10% off
 sturdy, reliable, and comfortable work 

 boots for the winter weather.

 751 W Main St. John Day

 541-575-1021 • Open 8am-5pm Mon-Fri

 8am-4pm Sat • Closed Sun

 Mills Building 

 Supply
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Zachary Bailey, MD
Caitlin MacCoun, MD
Brian Jennings, MD
Robyn Jennings, MD
Emily Lieuallen, DO
Janessa Sickler, DO
Nora Healey, FNP
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December 12th, 2020  
1:00–4:30 pm

at Thadd’s Place, 635 W. Main St.

Contact Blue Mountain Hospice at 541-575-1648, 
or sross@bluemountainhospital.org

Light      up a

Life

Blue Mountain Hospice

OPEN HOUSE


