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75 year ago
USS Missouri to be scene of historic 

Japanese surrender
The United States Navy’s mighty 

45,000-ton battleship, the USS Missouri, 
will end her World War II career in a blaze 
of glory, September 2, 1945, in Tokyo Bay, 
when she serves as the scene of the his-
toric unconditional surrender of Japan to 
the Untied Nations. Proudly bearing the 
name of the home state of President Harry 
S. Truman, the fighting USS Missouri has 
been named by General Douglas MacAr-
thur, Supreme Allied Commander, as the 
locale of the formal ending of the war in the 
Pacific. Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, 

Commander-in-Chief of the United States 
Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas, 
will sign for the United States, General of 
the Army MacArthur for the Allied forces 
which fought in the Pacific. The USS Mis-
souri was launched January 29, 1944. Con-
struction was ordered June 12, 1940. Her 
keel was laid on January 6, 1941, at the 
New York Navy Yard.

50 years ago
Bronze Star to Gubser
Spec. 5 William H. Gubser, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Archie H. Gubser of John Day, 
recently received the Bronze Star medal 
near Tay Ninh, Vietnam.

He was presented the Bronze Star medal 
for distinguishing himself through merito-
rious service in connection with military 
operations against hostile forces in Viet-
nam. The medal, adopted in 1944, recog-
nizes outstanding achievement.

Spec. 5 Gubser received the award while 
assigned as a security guard in the Nui Ba 
Den Provincial Company of the 25th Infan-
try Division’s 1st Brigade. He entered the 
Army in February 1969 and completed 
basic training at Fort Ord, California.

The 20-year-old soldier also holds the 
Silver Star, the Air Medal and three awards 
of the Army Commendation Medal, one for 
heroism.
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The USS Missouri.
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The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation and Prairie City 
Ranger District installed an 
informational kiosk at the 
top of Forest Road 778 off 
of Forest Road 16 just south 
of Trout Farm Campground 
on the Malheur National 
Forest in June using RMEF 
funding.

The kiosk describes the 
2013 RMEF land acquisition 

resulting in the John Day 
Headwaters Access Manage-
ment Project Area.

Before, the landscape 
was a checkerboard of pub-
lic and private land with lim-
ited access.

The acquisition consoli-
dated the fragmented land-
scape into more than 20,000 
contiguous acres of public 
land that serves to protect 
the headwaters of the John 
Day River.

Forest kiosk installed, 
describing land acquisition

Contributed photo

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and Prairie City Ranger Dis-

trict installed an informational kiosk at the top of Forest Road 

778 off of Forest Road 16 just south of Trout Farm Campground 

on the Malheur National Forest in June using RMEF funding. 
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Quality Healthcare
...close to home.

170 Ford Road
John Day

541-575-1311

112 E. 5th
Prairie City

541-820-3341

165 NW 1st St., John Day

541-575-0363

Open 

Monday-Thursday 

Family, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

DrJ@BiosmileDental.com

BIOSMILE

Available Monday - Friday
180 Ford Road, John Day � 541-575-0404

Zachary Bailey, MD � David Hall, MD � Raffaella Betza, MD

� Janessa Sickler, DO � Emily Lieuallen, DO 

� Nora Healey, FNP  Shawna Clark, DNP 

We offer a wide range of primary 
care and medical treatment.

241 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day � 541-575-0529

Troy Hanson - Funeral Director

Have you seen 
the excavation in 
the gorge? Yikes. 
ODOT took half 
of the westbound 
lane of Highway 
26 clear down to 

the riverbed in two different places. Quite a surprise to 
come upon it. We get to go back to Bend next month so 
we will get to see what progress they have made putting 
it all back together! Then we got caught in the chip-
sealing between John Day and Prairie City. Had to wait 
out by Dog Creek and be piloted all the way to Indian 
Creek. When we came over Hall’s Hill, the highway 
looked like a photo of Los Angeles: cars all the way to 
Prairie. Haven’t seen that kind of traffic since the last 4th 
of July fireworks… At least the gravel is light-colored. 
Don’t like it when they do the road and the new stuff is 
so dark it is hard to see at night.
We enjoyed a beef casserole, stir-fried veggies, a slice of 

bread, and a zucchini cupcake with chocolate chips in it; 
prepared by Laura, Tom, and Travis. We were also given 
the opportunity to take home a bag of plums courtesy of 
the food bank. So we covered all the layers of the food 
pyramid I think.
On the way to Bend, we saw an unusual sight, a toilet 

sitting in a turnout on the road up to Rock/Mountain 
Creek. Oh, the stories you could make from that! On 
to the garden report: have been harvesting carrots and 
beets for a few weeks now. Even found two white beets. 
Not sure if they are a mutation of the wrong seed ended 
up in the packet. Trying to wait on digging the potatoes 
fora while. Still no little cucumbers, but we have had a 
few of the cherry tomatoes. The big and tall sunflowers 

have all bloomed and bent over their heavy heads and 

they are losing their petals. Ah. Strains of ‘Tis the last 

rose of summer’ fills my ears.

Was given a bunch of Good Old Days magazines. In 

one was the true story of the phrase ‘Kilroy was here.’ 

Always wondered where that came from. Mr. Kilroy was 

a ‘rate setter’ for the Bethlehem Steel Co. in Quincy, 

Massachusetts during WWII. He described his job: “I 

spent most of my time carefully surveying every inner 

bottom tank before issuing a contract.” Some of the 

workers wanted to go back into the tanks with him to 

be sure that he had inspected them. “I was getting sick 

of being accused of not looking the jobs over and one 

day as I came through the manhole of a tank I had just 

surveyed I angrily marked in crayon on the tank top 

where it could be seen, ‘Kilroy was here!’” After that, 

Kilroy started chalking the message everywhere he went 

aboard the ships under several coats of paint before the 

ships went to sea, but they were dispatched as troop 

carriers before the benefit of paint. So all the servicemen 

saw the logos on the ceilings, floors, and walls of the 

ships and quickly adopted the slogan as their own. In 

short order, ‘Kilroy was here!’ was written on walls in 

every corner of the world. The slogan even was the name 

of a Hollywood movie! So now you know.

Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, 

and then the end will come.”
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Rose Coombs

We thank our 
wonderful cooks 
Terry Cade and 
Carrie Jewell for 
preparing us a 
meal of tator tot 
casserole, with 

carrots, garlic bread, and fruit cocktail for dessert.  There 
were 54 takeouts  purchased.  We all appreciate the food 
that we are still allowed to get and we are blessed.
Kristi Guimont handled the paperwork.  Jan Ensign 

and Bob Cockrell collected and counted the money.  
Sylvia delivered the meals to the patiently waiting 
customers.  We thank everyone for their teamwork and 
how they have it all organized and ready to serve the 
food.  We have a good system.  
I ask for prayer for Jimmy Cole that his blood test 

results will come back with a good report and that 
his chemo treatments are having his cancer put in 
remission.  Our God is the God of the impossible. What 
He ordains, what He decrees on our life, the enemy 
cannot thwart or obstruct.  At the end, it will be all for 
the glory of Jesus.
I got to harvest my one Armenian cucumber!  Oh, let 

me tell you, it was sweet.  It was crispy and crunchy.  It 
was absolutely fresh and delicious.  The cucumber was 
fatter than my wrist and it was about 12 inches long.  
Even though it was big and long, it was firm and crisp.  
I love those cucumbers.  I hope I get more, but right 
now, I just see a lot of blossoms and no cucumbers.  
Hmmm.
My pak choi is growing and I think I shall harvest 

some for dinner soon.  I am thinking that I might even 
beable to plant one more time before the snow comes.  I 
shall cover the bed with an old window and that should 
keep it from freezing.  

The grasshoppers and earwigs this year have been truly 

horrible.  They have devoured so much of my veggies.  

But, I refuse to use any pesticides.  I will just have to 

pick the grasshoppers off with my chopsticks and feed 

them to the chickens.  Earwigs, they are too fast and I 

don’t want to get bit.  Grasshoppers only spit their nasty 

green stuff at you but don’t bite.  

Speaking of bite, I was walking along trying to water 

my garden when all of a sudden, I felt this awful pain 

in my back.  I reached over with one of my gloved 

hands and grabbed something and threw it down on 

the ground in front of me.  It was a wasp!  I had gotten 

bit.  It started to burn really fast.  I quickly got some 

plaintain, crushed it up and started to rub the plantain 

on my back.  Immediately, the pain subsided.  Thank 

You Lord for Your creation of plantain!

Isn’t it interesting that plantain only grows in the 

summer?  You don’t need it in the winter because the 

bees and wasps are hibernating in the winter.  God 

is so wise in His creation don’t you think?  I realized 

that because I was going to make some tincture for the 

winter, don’t need it then!

2 Corinthians 4: 5-6  “For we preach not ourselves, but 

Christ Jesus the LORD; and ourselves your servants for 

Jesus’ sake.  For God, Who commanded the light to shine 

out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ.”
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Quality Eye Care... Quality Eyewear

401 W Main St., Ste. A • John Day • 541-575-1819
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