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Local kids in 4-H and FFA 
showed off their hard work Sunday 
as a masked, modified and spaced-
out iteration of the Grant County 
Fair’s livestock show kicked off in 
the Heritage Barn. Fair activities 
continue through Saturday.

Wayne Suchorski, FFA advisor 
and Grant Union High School’s ag 
shop teacher, said half of all Ore-
gon’s livestock shows canceled or 
moved to an online-only format.

The community, he said, is 
small enough to hold an in-person 
event safely and within the state’s 
guidelines.

“These kids still need that con-
tact and need to understand that the 
people in our community want to see 
them,” he said. “A lot of these kids 
just need to know someone cares 
about them.”

Suchorski said many kids come 
from supportive families with par-
ents who help and encourage them as 
they raise their animals.

“But other kids are doing it on 
their own,” he said. “They are put-
ting the money in on their own, and 
they’re putting the effort in on their 
own, and they need someone to tell 
them they’re doing a good job and 
the end of the rainbow is coming 
soon.”

Brady Dole, a junior at Grant 
Union High School, is one of those 
students Suchorski was referring to.

The second-year FFA mem-
ber said he was grateful to have the 
chance to show his lamb at the fair. 
He said selling his lamb at the fair 
could net him double the market 
value.

John Day resident and 4-H volun-
teer Doug Cox said Dole personally 
thanked him last week and expressed 
how much it meant to have the oppor-
tunity to show his animal in person.

“It wouldn’t have been the same 
online,” he said. “And if it was not for 
everything they did to make this hap-
pen, I wouldn’t have had the chance, 
and I wanted to let them know how 
grateful I was.”

Cox moved to John Day two years 
ago after he retired from automotive 
management. His corporate position 
allowed him to donate to kids in 4-H, 
but because of the travel demands of 
his job, he could not volunteer and 
work with kids.

Cox said the Oregon State Uni-
versity Extension Office 4-H team 
has been awesome to work with, 
especially in putting together a plan 
that met the state’s guidelines to hold 
the livestock shows.

“I just show up, and they tell me 
what to do,” he said.

Carol Waggoner, OSU Exten-
sion Office coordinator, said it was 
important the community held some 
type of event.

“It would have been easy to can-
cel the events and put them online,” 
she said.

Waggoner said the Grant County 
Health Department at one point 
assisted with the plan, and Christal 
Culley, 4-H education program assis-
tant, said the Emergency Operations 
Center, when it was fully staffed, 
contributed to the plan as well.

Waggoner said Grant County 
Commissioner Jim Hamsher, the 
fair’s county liaison, shared updates 

from the state. She said both County 
Judge Scott Myers and County Com-
missioner Sam Palmer have also 
been supportive.

Culley said the uncertainty of the 
process and “fear of the unknown” 
were difficult to overcome at times.

Culley said intern Maggie Justice, 
who grew up in Grant County and 
participated in 4-H and FFA, helped 
keep everyone’s spirits up with her 
positive attitude.

“That might not sound like much, 
but its huge, and she has been awe-
some,” Culley said.

Culley said, as a local, Justice was 
also a familiar face for parents and 
kids.

Kelly Morris, superintendent of 
the static 4-H displays, said the group 
builds lifelong skills that kids take 
into adulthood. Morris said the kids 
learn to see a project through until it’s 
finished.

Morris said the kids in her group 
were able to adapt to staying in con-
tact through text messages, a Face-
book group and Zoom meetings.

Morris, who teaches food pres-
ervation and leathercraft, posted an 
assignment for the kids to cook an 
item and then have a family member 
review it.

She said as a leader she gets close 
to her kids and it is “heartbreaking” 
when they have setbacks or fall short 

with a project.
Morris said she had a student who 

was disappointed with how a food 
preservation project turned out. She 
said while it was hard for the student, 
they looked at what went well, what 
went wrong and what they can do 
next year.

Another challenge due to the pan-
demic, she said, was the cancellation 
of clinics she started holding for the 
kids to help them fine-tune their proj-
ects ahead of the exhibition.

“COVID stopped us from having 
clinics,” she said. “That was our big-
gest thing is the challenges with not 
being able to do these clinics with the 
kids.”

Laura Brown, leader of of the 
Canyon Creek 4-H group, said not 
being able to connect with her kids 
face to face was a huge challenge.

She said she had the option to 
video conference with her group, but 
the internet connection where she 
lives is unreliable, as it is for some in 
her group as well.

While the youth might benefit 
financially at the end of their projects 
if they earn a high enough ribbon, the 
main purpose and value of the FFA 
and 4-H is youth development.

“It’s about youth development 
and getting these kids educated in 
whatever projects they’re doing right 
that’s number one,” she said. “I know 
a lot of families that were put on the 
back burner while they figured out 
distance education to finish out the 
rest of the year. And this detracted 
from the 4-H and the youth develop-
ment program we have here.”

For volunteer Randy Cearns of 
Mt. Vernon, whose two grandchil-
dren showed lambs this year, said the 
lack of in-person meetings was tough 
on his younger grandaughter Mad-
ilyne Cearns, 10, since this was her 
first year.

Cearns, who has volunteered in 
the past, was asked to help this year.

“I am happy to help,” he said. 
“The kids have put a lot of time into 
raising their animals.”

He said he is grateful, with this 
being his granddaughter’s first year, 
that the community was able pull off 
the event.

“We didn’t know from one day to 
the next if they’d be able to do it,” he 
said. “We are so grateful they were 
able to make it happen. I don’t care if 
I have to wear a mask. I just want to 
be here for the kids.”

4-H and FFA leaders, volunteers and officials pull 
together to hold in-person youth livestock shows

Carol Waggoner, Oregon State University Extension Of-

fice coordinator, puts together pens for the animals Sat-

urday at the Grant County Fairgrounds Heritage Barn.

Fair board member Jake Taylor moves wood chips to the Heritage Barn at the Grant County Fairgrounds Saturday ahead 

of the youth livestock show. Les Schwab lent the organizers the tractor, according to volunteer Doug Cox.

Maggie Justice, right, an intern with 

the Grant County Oregon State Uni-

versity Extension Office’s 4-H pro-

gram, gives Emilie Updegrave a cou-

ple of pointers Sunday before the 

lamb show at the Grant County Fair-

grounds Heritage Barn.

Youth show their animals Sunday during the lamb show at 

the Grant County Fairgrounds Heritage Barn. The yearly 

event, modified, masked and socially distanced to meet 

the state’s guidelines, gave the kids an opportunity to 

show off all of their hard work.
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Paige Gerry, left, and Emilie Updegrave show their lambs at the Grant County Fairgrounds Sunday during a youth live-

stock show. Local 4-H and FFA leaders and volunteers made the modified event a reality.
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CONSTRUCTION
(541) 410-0557 • (541) 575-0192

REMODELS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • POLE BUILDINGS 

CONCRETE EXCAVATION • SHEET ROCK • SIDING 

ROOFING • FENCES • DECKS • TELESCOPING FORKLIFT SERVICES

CCB# 106077
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 Debbie Ausmus
 245 South Canyon Blvd.
 John Day, OR 97845
 OPEN WED. & THUR.
 9 am - 5 pm

 541-575-1113
 24 hrs/7 days wk

 debbie.ausmus@

 countryfinancial.com
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Annual Well-Care:
• Vision Screen 

• Physical Health Assessment 
• Age-Appropriate Nutrition 

• Physical Activity 
• OSAA Sports Physical Form 

Don’t wait until practice starts, 
make an appointment today. 

Grant County 
Health Department

528 E. Main St., John Day
541-575-0429 •888-443-9104

Open Mon-Fri 8-5
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Call for FREE Information

(877) 546-1267
CALL LICENSED INSURANCE AGENT. NO MEDICARE 
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SOLICITATION. EHEALTH INSURANCE SVCS, INC. 

OFFERS PLANS FROM MANY INSURANCE CARRIERS.
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-557-1912

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  
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BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for 
California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or 
electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be 
required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or 
activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional 
charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer 
discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not refl ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses:
AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-
SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, 
MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. 
# -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of 
Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, 
ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South 
Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q320

1-855-384-7995
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
  Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response
  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S. 
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MONITORING
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Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5

AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY

DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST

50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795  
DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 
233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# 
WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# 
C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  
Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY
BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR
Imagine The Difference You Can MakeImagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually
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CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 1/31/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!
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