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By Steven Mitchell
Blue Mountain Eagle

A smaller, modified version 
of the 99th annual ’62 Days 
Celebration that organizers 
say will fit within Gov. Kate 
Brown’s guidelines is sched-
uled June 13 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Colby Farrell of the Whis-
key Gulch Gang, which orga-
nizes the ’62 Days Celebra-
tion, said there would be 
kids’ events in the park, dis-
plays and “stationary floats” 
throughout Canyon City.

Farrell said areas where 
people congregate will need 
to be limited to under 25 peo-
ple. He said they would issue 
color-coded wrist bands and 

rotate people in and out of 
those areas every half hour.

Farrell said Emergency 
Operations Center staffer 
Nathan Gordanier told him he 
spent 40 to 50 hours research-
ing the regulations and had the 
plan approved by the EOC’s 
core medical group, Canyon 
City officials and the state.

“(Gordanier) did all of the 
legwork on submitting the 
plan, but then he ran it by 
everybody, and they said it 
sounded good,” Farrell said.

Farrell said the state wanted 
a little more detail regarding 
social distancing between the 
stationary floats.

“Other than that, the plan 
was good to go,” Farrell said.

Farrell said people in 

the community seem to be 
excited, and the group’s Face-
book page received positive 
comments.

“I think people around 
here are just ready to kind of 
get back to some sort of nor-
malcy,” Farrell said.

He said it is important to 
the Whiskey Gulch Gang, 
active and past members, to 
keep the tradition alive this 
year.

“I mean, 100 years is a long 
time to walk away from some-
thing and not be able to keep it 
going for just one year,” Far-
rell said.

The fate of the demoli-
tion derby, Farrell said, “is not 
good.”

Under the governor’s cur-

rent guidelines, the grand-
stands at the fairgrounds can 
only hold 68 people, and the 
fairgrounds and organizers 
would lose money.

He said next week the 
group would reassess the 
scheduled date of July 18 
and possibly look at dates in 
August and see what phase the 
county is in at that point.

“It’s not like we’re going 
to walk away from it any-
time soon,” he said. “We’re 
just going to keep holding out 
hope that at some point we can 
do it.”

Farrell said those inter-
ested in putting together a 
“stationary float” for the ’62 
Days Celebration could call 
541-620-0874.
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A team of up to 15 seniors deliv-
ered and assembled a swing set to a 
7-year-old Mt. Vernon boy who has 
won his battle with cancer so far.

The Wyatt Strong Senior Project 
team is the brainchild of professional 
photographer Tanni Wenger.

When taking Humbolt Ele-
mentary School pictures last fall, 
Wenger noticed Wyatt Simmons had 
to have his photos taken separately 
while going through chemotherapy 
because he was at such a high risk.

Wenger said she made the senior 
team open to anyone who came to 
her studio to take their senior por-
traits. She said one of the prerequi-
sites to joining the group was to take 
part in a community project.

“I just wanted these kids to give 
back to the community,” Wenger 
said. “This little community does so 
much for them.”

Wenger said she wanted to do 
something new for the seniors this 
year, and she saw a need when she 
heard about Simmons.

After throwing some other ideas 
out for the seniors, she said she let 
them decide on the project, and ulti-
mately they decided on Simmons.

“All the kids just kind of fell in 
love with him,” she said.

Rylee Browning said she loved 
that, despite everything he has been 
through, he is always happy and 
upbeat.

“I just loved his little smile,” 
Browning said.

Tiler Voigt, a senior on the team, 
said she previously knew Wyatt 
from working with his father, Mike 
Westland.

“He’s always super sweet and 

happy,” Voigt said.
For her senior project, Averie 

Wenger oversaw the project and was 
instrumental in organizing the auc-
tion last year.

“He is a super sweet and happy 
little boy,” Averie said. “And he has 
the cutest little voice.”

Wenger said they decided a swing 
set would be something that both 
Wyatt and his two brothers Noah, 
9, and Blanton, 2, could each bene-
fit from.

The team raised the money 
through a can collection and coin 
buckets at Grant County businesses 
such as Sinclair gas stations. It 
opened an account through Bank of 
Eastern Oregon — the name of the 
account was Wyatt Strong Senior 
Project. They also sold T-shirts and 
hoodies with sizes for children and 
adults.

Wenger said the students were 
responsible for the change buckets 

and were expected to make regular 
deposits at BEO.

Wyatt’s mother, Areah Ander-
son, said the outpouring of sup-
port from the community had kept 
her and her family going since the 
7-year-old was airlifted from Burns 
to Portland after she took him in to 
see the family doctor for what she 
thought was appendicitis, but later 
turned out to be a Wilms tumor. 
This rare kidney cancer is said to be 
highly treatable.

“We just barely moved here, 
and it has meant a lot to all of us,” 
Anderson said. “The boys love 
their swing set, and everything that 
they’ve done is amazing.”

Anderson said the family moved 
to Grant County from Burns nearly 
two years ago.

Anderson said the community 
support transcends finances. She 
said the hospital and the hospice 
center have been very supportive.

“The nurses at the hospice cen-
ter are like his own personal nurse,” 
Anderson said.

She said it had been a very long 
journey, and they are still on it.

Wyatt said his favorite hobby is 
fishing.

“His whole passion in life is to 
fish,” Anderson said.

She said Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife plans to put on an 
event for him at Prairie Pond but 
had to postpone due to the social 
distancing regulations.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
planned to send the family on a fish-
ing trip to Alaska in July but had put 
the trip on hold due to COVID-19 
as well.

Anderson said, while Wyatt is 
not terminal, the Make-A-Wish 
foundation always does something 
for kids with cancer to bring them 
hope.

Wenger said the project recog-
nized seniors affiliated through a 
scholarship program. Both Maddy 
Way and Voigt each won a $250 
scholarship that all of the seniors 
were eligible for participating in the 
project.

Wenger said the committee that 
awards the scholarships is made up 
of people who are not from the area 
and do not know any of the kids.

She said they fill out an appli-
cation and send it to the committee 
members in Arkansas.

Meanwhile, Anderson said she 
is grateful to everyone involved 
in the project, and the commu-
nity has helped her and her family  
endure.

“I wouldn’t have been able to get 
through this without a lot of people,” 
she said. “And Tanni has helped 
immensely.”
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Blue Mountain Eagle

As social-distancing rules put 
the kibosh on many Grant County 
pastimes, recreational morel mush-
room hunting is not one of them.

With social get-togethers on 
hold to control the spread of the 
new coronavirus, hunting for the 
elusive fungi has been a welcome 
activity.

A Mt. Vernon couple has spent 
their early days of spring doing 
what they do every year: hunt-
ing for the best, biggest, tastiest 
mushrooms.

Keith Nichols said that mush-
room hunting is an old tradition for 
him and his wife.

Nichols said, in addition to eat-
ing the morels, he and his wife, 
both retired, enjoy being out in the 
woods.

Nichols said he enjoys eating 
the fungi the best, though.

“They’re better than a ribeye 
steak,” Nichols said. “Once you 
start eating them, you can’t stop.”

Nichols, who has been picking 
morels in the area for upwards of 
30 years, said he had found several 
giant mushrooms.

He said, a couple of years ago, 
he came across one that was nearly 
13 inches in length.

Typically, Nichols said, morels 
are 4 to 8 inches tall.

Nichols said morels are typ-
ically found from March to late 
May, at best.

Nichols said his wife breads the 
morels with egg, flour and garlic 
and tosses them on the skillet.

“Oh, man, when they come 
off of that skillet, they look like 
chicken fried steak,” he said.

Nichols said, if there is some-
thing out in the forest that is edi-
ble, he’ll eat it.

A modified version of Canyon City’s ’62 Days planned Saturday

EO Media file photo 

The Whiskey Gulch Gang fires off shots during the ‘62 Days Cele-

bration in 2018. The century-old event is slated to go on in modi-

fied form June 13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

A team of seniors delivered a swing 
set for a 7-year-old boy with cancer

Contributed photo/Tanni Wenger Photography

Wyatt Simmons celebrates after receiving his swing set May 16 in his back-

yard in Mt. Vernon. Simmons said the slide is his favorite part of the set.
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 
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877-557-1912
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Tax Problems: RESOLVED

✔Tax Levies & Liens Release

✔Wage Garnishment Release

✔Stop Penalties and Interest

✔Tax Debt Negotiation &   
 Settlement

✔Resolve Back Taxes

✔Payroll Tax Negotiation

✔Tax Preparation &   
 Bookkeeping Services

Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. 
We will gather as much information from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best 
chance of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that does not work out, and the government notifies us they 
refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly payments by any amount, we will gladly refund you the fees 
you paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping 
and Tax Preparation Services.
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844-945-2056
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Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR
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Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!
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Help Prevent Blindness
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Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/15/20.1-866-373-9175

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or 
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YOUR PERFECT BUNDLE

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call or go to www.att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

1-YR BUNDLE PRICE: Ends 6/27/20. Pricing: $79.98/mo for first 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rates apply (currently $85/mo. for SELECT TV Pkg.; $39.99/mo. for Internet), unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo 
period. Must maintain all qualifying services and service addresses must match to receive advertised pricing. Pricing subject to change. $5/mo. autopay/paperless billing discount for TV: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to 
receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. $10/mo. bundle 
discount for TV: Internet must be installed w/in 30 days of TV activation to receive credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain both qualifying svcs to continue credits. No credits in 2nd 
year for bundled services. Includes: SELECT All-Included TV Pkg., Internet plans 768k to 100M, monthly service and equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes $10/mo. internet equipment fee, 
applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. See att.com/fees 
for additional details. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit customers. †Must maintain a bundle of TV and Internet on a combined bill in order to receive unlimited data allowance at no add’l charge. Unlimited data allowance 
may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo. For more info, go to www.att.com/internet-usage. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. 
Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. The Addams Family: ©2019 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Inc. and 
BRON Creative MG1, LLC. All Rights Reserved. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks 
are the property of their respective owners.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE, $20/MO. FOR TV FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON TV AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
Price incl. SELECT TV Pkg., monthly service & equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $54.99/mo. + taxes

and fees for TV until discounts start w/in 3 bills. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req'd). Credit card req'd. Restr’s apply.

BUNDLE NOW. SAVE ALL YEAR.
Now save $30/mo. for a whole year on a 

bundle with DIRECTV and AT&T Internet.

$
79

98
mo.

For 12 mos. plus taxes &
Internet equipment fee.

w/ 24-mo. TV agmt & combined bill. Autopay & Paperless bill req’d.
TV price higher in 2nd year. $10/mo. internet equip. fee applies.*

Incl Unlimited data allowance ($30 value) at no add’l charge.†
w/24-mo. TV & 12-mo. Internet agmts & combined bill. Savings based on extra $10/mo. off for 12 mos. compared to previous price, 

plus $10/mo. discount on internet and $10/mo. bill credit for 12 mos. on TV when you bundle.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-877-441-1933
CALL your AT&T 

Dealer Today!
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A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

He will bathe in an ADVERTISED TUB, shave with an ADVERTISED RAZOR,

have a breakfast of ADVERTISED JUICE, cereal and toast, toasted in an 
ADVERTISED TOASTER, put on ADVERTISED CLOTHES and glance at his 
ADVERTISED WATCH. He’ll ride to work in his ADVERTISED CAR, sit at an 
ADVERTISED DESK and write with an ADVERTISED PEN. Yet this person 
hesitates to advertise, saying that advertising doesn’t pay. Finally, when his 
non-advertised business is going under, HE’LL ADVERTISE IT FOR SALE. 

Then it’s too late.
AND THEY SAY ADVERTISING DOESN’T WORK?

DON’T MAKE THIS SAME MISTAKE

Advertising is an investment, not an expense. Think about it!

Blue Mountain Eagle
MyEagleNews.com

Don’t get left behind, call today! Kim Kell 541-575-0710
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Wendy Cates

Principal Broker/GRI

541-620-4239

Debbie Brown

Broker

541-419-8156
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Thank you,  Marlene Woodley

  Jim Sullens

 Carla Wright

Thank  
You

The Prairie Cemetery Board would like to thank the 
following people for helping prepare the cemetery 
for Memorial Day and Summer.

Dennis Lynch

Rusty Wright

Tom Mc Auslan

Ginger Kendall

Christie Winegar

Billy Colson

Casey Halgarth

Arleene Lynch

Stan Horrel

Jared Horrel

Michael Kearnes

Prairie City  

    Maintenance

Chris, Tom & Andy


