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The second week of dis-
tance learning continues for many
schools in Grant County, with each
school implementing the program
the best way possible for their area.

While Seneca School and Hum-
bolt Elementary are two schools
within the same school district and
about a 30-minute drive from each
other, the schools have taken differ-
ent approaches to distance learning.

Connectivity has been the big-
gest difference with Seneca. Dana
McLean, the Seneca head teacher,
said much of the work has had to
be done through packets, rather
than online.

“We are doing the same as
(Humbolt Elementary), and most
of our stuff is done through pack-
ets,” McLean said. “We don’t have
the internet capacity to do anything
online right now since it is very
slow up here.”

Packets are being delivered to
students each week, and parents are
doing a great job adjusting to the
changes, according to McLean.
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At Hum-
bolt Elementary,
a current prior-
ity is to provide
devices to stu-
dents with inter-
net access, said
Humbolt Princi-
pal Darbie Den-
nison. Dennison
said a challenge
they noticed is
that they didn’t
have many por-

table devices that were compatible
with the programs needed for dis-

tance learning.

“We’re still doing a blended
approach of online as well as send-
ing packets to pretty much every
student,” Dennison said. “I have to
say the staff at Humbolt have just
been phenomenal in this whole pro-
cess. Our instructional assistants
have come in and are putting pack-

ets together an
ered, and our

d getting them deliv-
teachers have spent

many additional hours contacting

parents and ge

tting kids online and

setting up Google Classroom.”
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Redeemer

Lutheran Church

Come Worship with us at
627 SE Hillcrest, John Day

1t Sunday Worship/Communion

For information: 541-575-2348

I

FIRST CHRISTIAN

-

Eagle file photo
The Seneca School was built by the Edward Hines Lumber Co. in the 1930s to educate the children of its workers.

Humbolt, Seneca elementary schools

employ different distance learning tactics
L/

Humbolt and Seneca has been with
parents feeling overwhelmed with
the changes.

“Parents have been very willing
to do (the extra work), and I have
heard a few parents that are pretty
overwhelmed with all the work,
but they are willing to step it up
and have a schedule for their kid,”
McLean said.

Staff at Seneca have made con-
ference calls with parents to follow
up and see how things are going.

Dennison said another chal-
lenge for parents is coming up with
a system that focuses on each child,
not just those in high school.

“A little concern for us at the
elementary is that parents that
have kids in high school are
really focused on getting those
kids to do what needs to be done
— I think because they’re con-
cerned about credits — and put-
ting us elementary kids a little
behind,” Dennison said. “I think
maybe it’s just a matter of meet-
ing them where they are, and as
we move along they’ll come up
with a good system at home, and
it’ll work out.”
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John Day plans proactive
approach to economic recovery

Unemployment claims have
spiked during pandemic

By Rudy Diaz
Blue Mountain Eagle

Being proactive is an important goal
for John Day as the city council dis-
cussed the sobering statistics and data
regarding economic recovery amid
the coronavirus pandemic.

The city of John Day looked at how
COVID-19 affected the economy and
unemployment in the city and county.

City Manager Nick Green shared
data from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency regarding busi-
ness closures during a disaster, which
was dismal, according to John Day
Mayor Ron Lundbom.

“The number that stood out to me
were 40% of businesses do not reopen
after a disaster, 25% fail within one
year and over 90% fail within two
years. That was a sobering statistic,”
Lundbom said. “Let’s see if we can-
not let that happen.”

Green said these statistics are for
a typical disaster but added that the
current situation may not be typical
based on when restrictions are lifted
and businesses can reopen.

Unemployment insurance claims
in Grant County increased approxi-
mately 50% each week since March
14, according to data Green received
from Chris Rich, the state regional
economist. Thirty-two percent of the
claims processed were from accom-
modation and food services.

The amount of claims gradually
increased in March with 14 claims
made for the week ending on March
14, 40 claims for the week ending on
March 21 and 52 claims for the week
ending on March 28.

“If we come back to thinking about
the severity of the shock, this one, as
an effect on employment, has been far
worse than the Great Depression in
the depth of the shock, and the ques-
tion becomes how quickly do you
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recover?” Green said.

Statewide during the week of April
5 to April 11, the Oregon Employ-
ment Department received 53,800 ini-
tial claims for unemployment ben-
efits. That’s in addition to a revised
total of 243,000 initial claims filed
during the prior three weeks.

The department said in their press
release that, with the first CARES
Act payments on April 10, Oregon is
among the early states getting an extra
$600 per week to those out of work
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Along with the current pandemic,
John Day has faced multiple disasters
the city is still recovering from.

“This recovery is coming on the
heels of the 2019 spring flooding,
and we’re still recovering from that...
which has come on the heels of the
2015 wildfires... and that’s coming on
the heels of 2011 flooding and on and
on and on,” Green said. “We need to
be prepared for these waves, and we
need to pay attention to the data that
are meaningful.”

The city has been working with
EcoNorthwest and the Economic
Development Administration to get
a framework on economic recovery,
resiliency and how to emerge stronger
for future disasters.

In recovering from the disaster,
Green said it was important for public
officials to not give into fear and con-
tinue to work forward.

“Within the paper by EcoNorth-
west, they talked about short-term
and long-term strategies, and if you
go through that, we are already doing
a lot of these things,” Green said.
“We’ve had Oregon RAIN stood up
to help support local small businesses.
We’re doing some things for small
business assistance, we’ve done a lot
of economic development planning,
we’re doing things to create adapted
workforce housing and we’re heav-
ily invested in infrastructure. I think
we’re positioned to take advantage of
low interest rates and federal stimulus
when it’s made available to cities.”
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