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— hard, they’re carrying on 
running the family ranch just 
as he would have expected 
them to do.

“When the patriarch of a 
family passes away, you have 
to know how to do every job 
on the ranch,” Tonna said. 
“Cattle ranchers know that’s 
how it is.”

While everyone rolls up 
their sleeves and pitches 
in on whatever needs to 
be done on the ranch, the 
calving and other day-to-
day operations at the ranch 
are primarily divided up 
between Chad and Tonna. 
Mandy takes care of the 
paperwork and administra-
tive end of the operations.

During calving sea-
son, a critical time on a 
ranch, problems need to be 
addressed efficiently and 
quickly. Chad said ravens 
were swooping down and 
trying to peck the eyes out 
of the calves, but luckily, a 
trapper from the Forest Ser-
vice is handling that prob-
lem. But then he had to fix a 
broken-down four-wheeler.

“You just learn how to fix 
things and get things done,” 
Chad said.

Chad said it really does 
not feel like work.

“It’s freedom,” he said.
He said when he was 

growing up he was never in 
the house like many kids are 
today.

He said when he was 7 
years old, he fibbed to his 

mother that he was sick to 
go hunt game, but ended up 
getting caught.

“She was so mad,” Chad 
said.

Chad said the childhood 
memory underscores the 
value of growing up with 
so much wide-open space, 
untethered by technology 
and social media.

Chad said that most ranch-
ers, when asked to silence 
their cellphones, will often 
pull out a flip phone like the 
one he proudly owns.

Tonna said, while the 
family is carrying on in spite 
of her father’s passing, there 
is still a void.

Tonna said that every 
morning, before the work-
day began, Holliday hud-
dled the family together 
around the kitchen table for 
coffee.

“I thank the good Lord 
everyday that we had those 
days together,” Tonna said.

She said, up until the day 
he died, he was passing on 
his knowledge to the next 
generation.

Chad said, as an expect-
ing father, it will be import-
ant for him to pass along the 
same traditions to his son or 
daughter.

“The next generation is 
the future of our family,” 
Chad said.

Tonna said moving for-
ward and thinking about 
ensuring the family tradition 
reminds her of something her 
grandfather Clyde Holliday 
used to say, “The best horse 
in the barn has a name, and 
his name is Try.”
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A baby calf drinks from a milk bottle at the Windy Point Cat-

tle Company. Chad Holliday said calving season is his favor-

ite time of year.
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A 1956 International Harvester Hay truck at the Windy Point Cattle Company in Bear Valley. Chad

Holliday said his grandfather Clyde Holliday used to drive the truck to Portland to deliver hay.
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A cattle drive by the Windy Point Cattle Company.
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At Old West we are committed 

to helping our members 

achieve their dreams.

We have a top-notch, well trained 

Agricultural and Commercial 

Loan team to help you meet your 

business goals. Need an FSA 

Guaranteed Loan?

We are a Preferred Lender with 

USDA’s Ag Loan Program. 
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