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Cheyenne Perkins is 
taking the reins as the Day-
ville/Monument Tiger girls 
basketball head coach this 
year, working with new 
assistant coach Heather 
Near.

Perkins played high 
school basketball and 
played for Trinity Bible 
College in North Dakota. 
She coached junior high 
basketball last year and 
was a Tiger varsity volley-
ball assistant coach from 
2016-18.

She’s taking over where 
former head basketball 
coach Taylor Schmadeka, 
who is now a Grant Union 
Prospector boys assistant 
coach, left off.

Perkins said it’s reward-
ing to help youth learn to 
enjoy the sport, and she 
hopes to build the program.

“I love basketball in 
general, so I love teaching 
it,” she said.

The team lost three valu-
able players to graduation, 
including Faythe Schafer, 
Kyla Emerson and Court-
ney Nichols.

This year’s seniors are 
returning starters Aubrey 
Bowlus, Denali Twehues 
and Miranda Cook.

The team of eight 
includes one junior, three 
sophomores and one 
freshman.

“We’re going to be in 
very good shape, because 
we don’t have very many 
girls,” Perkins said.

She said Twehues will 
bring versatility to the team 
as both a point guard and 
post player.

“We have strong posts 
in Aubrey Bowlus and 
Miranda Cook as well,” the 
coach said.

She said the team has 
four tall players, and some 
speed, adding Twehues and 
Bowlus are team leaders.

“I’m feeling confident 

that our 
p l a y e r s 
can fill the 
shoes and 
can step 
up,” Per-
kins said.

T h e 
Tigers will 
face nine 

opponents in the 1A High 
Desert League: Crane, Prai-
rie City, Adrian, Jordan Val-
ley, Ukiah/Long Creek, 
Huntington, Harper, Burnt 
River and Four Rivers.

“We have a strong 
league, especially Crane 
and Jordan Valley, but 
I’m excited to see how the 
girls step up, including the 
younger girls,” Perkins said.

Two goals she’s work-
ing toward are unifying the 
girls from the two schools 
and improving their mental 
toughness.

“I want to focus on the 
mental game, because 
we practice the physical 

game,” she 
said, adding 
the team 
also needs 
to work on 
“ a t t i t u d e , 
how you 
react, men-
tal health, 
k e e p i n g 

your cool, playing with 
your teammates and not 
getting frustrated.”

The coach said she’ll 
look to the seniors to moti-
vate and guide the team.

Near added that the 
seniors are good role 
models.

“The girls respect 
them,” she said. “The 
seniors will be a big part of 
their success.”

Bowlus said she’s look-
ing forward to her senior 
year in basketball and roll-
ing with the changes.

“We’re a completely 
new team,” she said. 
“We’re all playing differ-
ent positions, plus we have 
a new coach.”

Bowlus and Twehues 
said they’ve been playing 
basketball together since 
fifth grade.

“We have a lot of new 

starters this 
year,” Twe-
hues said. 
“I do think 
we have a 
lot of poten-
tial. We’re 
going to 
be working 
out some 

kinks in the first couple 
tournaments.”

She added, “Defensively 
we have (sophomores) 
Aubreianna Osborne and 
Katie Barker. Everyone has 
improved a lot from last 
year. It’s exciting to see 
how we play together with 
the new starters and new 
coaches.”

Bowlus said they’ll be 
the ones their teammates 
will look up to, because 
they’re seniors.

“We just have to influ-
ence the younger players 
to make it about your per-
sonal successes,” she said.

Cook added, “We have 
to show them that they have 
to keep their spirits up.”

Twehues said they’ll be 
working on a lot of drills, 
including fundamental 
skills to increase their con-
fidence, and focusing on the 

small successes in the game.
Perkins said, because 

they are somewhat young 
and inexperienced, they’ll 
be looking at, “not only 
at who wins on the score-
board, but little wins in the 
game itself — offensive 
rebounds, not as many turn-
overs, keeping the opponent 
to fewer points.”

“I want us to have fun, 
because if you can’t enjoy 
what you’re doing, then 
you’re not going to suc-
ceed,” she said.

Perkins said “togeth-
erness” is especially 
important.

“I feel there are some 
underclassmen that will 
also have to be strong lead-
ers,” she said. “All the girls 
are going to have to step up 
tremendously.”

At the end of November, 
the girls held a “Teams-giv-
ing” event with pizza, pie 
and time together setting 
goals. They’re also plan-
ning a Secret Santa team 
gift exchange.

Perkins said their early 
games will be a learn-
ing experience, highlight-
ing areas of their game to 
improve.

“I’m excited to 
see how the girls play 
together,” she said. “It’s 
a new dynamic this year, 
and I’m fully confident in 
them.”

Tiger girls team of 8 hopeful with new coach, new plan
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Dayville/Monument Tiger Samantha ‘Sam’ Adams, left, hangs onto the ball as Denali Twehues moves in during a practice scrimmage Dec. 3 at the Dayville 

School gym. Their head coach Cheyenne Perkins is in back.
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Dayville/Monument Tiger Aubreianna Osborne, right, goes 

after a rebound with Denali Twehues in back during a team 

practice scrimmage.
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thing that makes those 
teams tough is their depth, 
but added that his team is 
working hard and condi-
tioning in preparation.

Also in the HDL are 
Adrian, Huntington, Four 
Rivers, Burnt River, Ukiah/
Long Creek and Harper.

He said all these teams 
work hard — like they do.

“I never want to take 
anything for granted,” the 
coach said.

“I can only change what 
I have in front of me,” he 
said. “All I know is we 
need to prepare for every 
game and be mentally 
ready for a good game. 
I’m anxious to get through 
a couple tournaments and 
see what kinks we need to 
work out. Our league lost 
some incredible players 
last year, and so a few of 
the teams will look a little 
different this season — it 
will be exciting to see what 
happens.”

Jeff Schafer said he’ll 
be looking to the seniors 
to provide leadership and 
consistency.

“Drew is a great leader, 
and we have some other 
kids stepping up, too, who 
have great attitudes and are 
working hard,” the coach 
said.

Wilburn said he’s seen 
a positive difference in the 
team this season with the 
team working together.

“We have a lot more 
ball movement,” he said. 
“This is the time we’ve 
been waiting for — it’s our 
moment.”

Adams said the team is 
encouraging on and off the 
court.

“When we have bad 
days, they push you right 
up and make you feel good 
— it’s awesome,” he said. 
“My obligation for the 
team, with the other senior, 
is to step it up to make the 
team unified.”

Donovan Schafer said 
their mostly upperclass-
men team is going to be 
competitive this season.

“We’re really pick-
ing up the pace, and we’re 
moving more into the com-
plicated things of basket-
ball,” he said.

Jeff Schafer is assisted 
by Josh Williams, in his 
third year with the team, 
and Andy Wilburn, who 
is in his second year as 
assistant. Hayden Schafer, 
a 2017 Monument grad-
uate and former Tiger, is 
another assistant coach this  
season.

Jeff Schafer said that, 
with a couple new players 
and some younger play-
ers, it will take some time 
before the team gels and 
moves fluidly.

“I see our return-
ing players more confi-
dent this year — stron-
ger,” he said. “I already 
like the camaraderie of our 
team and what I’m see-
ing. My team always gives 
great effort, and I know 
they will have a fantastic  
season.”
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Dayville/Monument Tiger 

Drew Wilburn shoots the 

ball in practice Dec. 4 at Day-

ville School.

SPORTS PREVIEW

DAYVILLE/MONUMENT TIGER GIRLS 
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

Dec. 12: vs. Condon/Wheeler in Monument, 6 p.m.

Dec. 13-14: @ Arlington Tournament, TBD

Dec. 19-21: @ Union Tournament, TBD

Dec. 27: vs. Alumni in Monument, 5 p.m.

Jan. 10: vs. Four Rivers in Dayville, 5 p.m.

Jan. 14: @ Sherman in Moro, 4 p.m.

Jan. 17: @ Prairie City, 6 p.m.

Jan. 18: @ Harper, 2 p.m.

Jan. 23: vs. Sherman in Dayville, 4 p.m.

Jan. 24: @ Ukiah/Long Creek in Long Creek, 5 p.m.

Jan. 25: vs. Huntington in Monument, 2 p.m.

Jan. 31: vs. Crane in Monument, 5 p.m.

Feb. 1: vs. Adrian in Dayville, 2 p.m.

Feb. 7: @ Four Rivers in Ontario, 5 p.m.

Feb. 8: vs. Prairie City in Dayville, 2 p.m.

Feb. 14: @ Jordan Valley, 1 p.m.

Feb. 20-22: HDL District Tournament in John Day, TBD

Feb. 25: State playoff, first round, TBD

Feb. 28: State playoff, second round, TBD

March 4-7: OSAA State Championship Tournament in Baker 

City, TBD
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JUMANJI: THE NEXT LEVEL 
(PG-13) Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black, 
Kevin Hart. The gang is back, but the 
game has changed.
FRIDAY   (4:00) 7:10 
SAT & SUN (1:00) (4:00) 7:10
MON - THURS  7:10
FORD V FERRARI (PG-13)
American car designer Carroll Shelby 
and driver Ken Miles build a race car for 
Ford to compete with Enzo Ferrari at the 
24 Hours of Le Mans in France in 1966.
FRIDAY  (3:50) 7:00 
SAT & SUN (12:45) (3:50) 7:00  
MON - THURS  7:00 
FROZEN 2 (PG) Anna & Elsa set 
out to find the origin of Elsa’s powers in 
order to save their kingdom.
FRIDAY  (4:10) 7:20 
SAT & SUN (1:10) (4:10) 7:20  
MON - THURS  7:20
STAR WARS: THE RISE OF 
SKYWALKER (PG-13)
Opens Thursday 12/19 at 6:30PM!

1809 First Street • Baker City • (541)523-5439
BARGAIN MATINEE IN ( ) Adults $7
ALL FILMS $6 ON TIGHTWAD TUESDAY

MOVIE SCHEDULE DEC. 13 - DEC. 19

$9 Adult, $7 Senior (60+), Youth

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

A MAN
WAKES
UP in the
morning
after sleeping on...
an advertised bed, in advertised 
pajamas.

He will bathe in an ADVERTISED TUB, shave with an ADVERTISED RAZOR,

have a breakfast of ADVERTISED JUICE, cereal and toast, toasted in an 
ADVERTISED TOASTER, put on ADVERTISED CLOTHES and glance at his 
ADVERTISED WATCH. He’ll ride to work in his ADVERTISED CAR, sit at an 
ADVERTISED DESK and write with an ADVERTISED PEN. Yet this person 
hesitates to advertise, saying that advertising doesn’t pay. Finally, when his 
non-advertised business is going under, HE’LL ADVERTISE IT FOR SALE. 

Then it’s too late.
AND THEY SAY ADVERTISING DOESN’T WORK?

DON’T MAKE THIS SAME MISTAKE

Advertising is an investment, not an expense. Think about it!

Blue Mountain Eagle
MyEagleNews.com

Don’t get left behind, call today! Kim Kell 541-575-0710
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