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By Angel Carpenter
Blue Mountain Eagle

The Grant Union Junior-Se-
nior High School drama club 
presented a Halloween com-
edy “Pumpkin Stuffers” by Geff 
Moyer for their first play of the 
season.

A mad scientist, witches, 
ghosts, werewolves and vam-
pires let loose on the stage as the 
actors, led by director JJ Collier, 
entertained a large crowd.

Fifteen actors, with two stage 
crew members, joined in for six 
scenes. Additional assistance was 
given by Sierra Cates who helped 
with makeup.

In the scene, “Interview with a 
Werewolf,” talk show host Anne 
Ricepaddy (Samantha Buck-
haults) asks Wolf Man questions 
about his life and becomes ner-
vous when he begins looking for 
snacks.

Collier is the new director this 
year and teaches drama as a class 
at school. For the past few years, 
drama practice was held once a 
week after school.

“I’m proud of the performance 
they gave,” she said. “They put 
on a really good show.”

Collier said their next play will 
be a comedy scheduled for Dec. 
10.

By Angel Carpenter
Blue Mountain Eagle

Grant Union Junior-Se-
nior High School held a 
“Battle of the Bands and 
Choir” concert Tuesday, 
Oct. 29, in John Day at the  
school.

Conductor Levana 
James led her junior and 
senior high school bands 
and combined choir as 
a “judging panel” scru-
tinized the musical 
numbers.

Hamming it up at 
the judging table were 

“Jock Busstean” (Wayne 
Suchorski), Rich Lalla-
tin, and “Dimitri Bobrov” 
(Andy Lusco), with an 
ad lib act that had the 
audience in an uproar of  
laughter.

One judge said the 
music sounded like cats 
fighting; another said 
he enjoyed the stylish 
choir robes, although 
he thought the exces-
sive yardage made them 
look “bulky”; another 
complained because 
he thought a buf-
fet would be provided  

at the event.
The band played an 

impressive arrangement 
of “Pirates of the Carib-
bean,” by Ted Rick-
etts and traditional  
fall favorite “Dr. 
ROCKenstein” by Ste-
ven Hodges. Percussion-
ist Ezra Beam, a junior, 
gave impressive per-
formances on the drum  
set.

The choir started with 
a song from the play 
“Wicked” titled “For 
Good” arranged by Roger 
Emerson, and their per-

formance of “Siya-
hamba” arranged by Rus-
sell Robinson included 
lively movement.

Samantha Floyd, a 
senior, was the piano 
accompanist for the 
choir and played both 
the trombone and flute 
in the band. Beam  
also backed up the choir on 
percussion for one of their  
selections.

There are 28 members 
of the combined choir, 16 
in the senior high band 
and 11 in the junior high 
band.

Grant Union actors entertain in ‘Pumpkin Stuffers’ play

Grant Union performs in ‘Battle of the Bands and Choir’ concert

The Eagle/Angel Carpenter

Playing saxophone are Grant Union band members, from left, 

Matthew Shorts, Max Bailey and Brighton McLane at the school’s

fall concert in John Day. Behind them are Alex Hoffman, euphonium; 

Kohlton Jones, tuba; and Tucker Carpenter, French horn.

The Grant Union drama club cast of 

‘Pumpkin Stuffers’ gathers after the 

Wednesday, Oct. 30, show with their 

director JJ Collier, standing at right. 

Front row, from left: Justice Storm, 

Natalya Smith, Emma Doudna, Ashlie 

Tipton, Madeline McManus, Coryn 

Thompson, Amelia Hall and Abby 

Justice. Back row: Laramie Kiser, 

Corinne Cook, Mariah Kerr, Jasmine 

Byers, Erika Dickens, Samantha 

Buckhaults, Emilie Updegrave, Ellie 

Justice, Will Carpenter and Collier.

A warlock (Will 

Carpenter), right, 

shows a witch 

(Mariah Kerr) a 

flaw in their potion

in the Grant Union 

play ‘Pumpkin 

Stuffers.’ Another 

witch (Laramie 

Kiser) stands at 

left and another 

(Corinne Cook) lies 

on the couch.

Eagle photos

Angel Carpenter

Erika Dickens plays a vampire 

in the Wednesday, Oct. 30, play 

‘Pumpkin Stuffers.’

Dr. Frankenstein (Coryn 

Thompson) is exasperated as 

the mad scientist has trouble 

telling the servants Egor, Agor 

and Igor apart.

at The outpost on Veteran’s Day – Nov. 11, 2019

The Outpost Pizza, Pub & Grill and True Value Hardware 
would like to thank our brave heroes for serving our 

country and protecting our freedoms. 

John Day True Value

161 E Main St.

John Day • 541-575-0632

Th e Outpost

201 W Main St.

John Day • 541-575-0250
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These Businesses

SALUTE
Those Who Served

n Veterans Day, we salute the American 
veterans and active-duty military whose 

courage and dedication have protected our 
freedom and our way of life for generations. We 
recognize their service and their sacrifice, their 
selflessness and bravery, their hard work and 
their faith. Please join us in celebrating the men 
and women of our military, past and present, 
this Veterans Day. Proudly fly your flag, thank 
a veteran and show your support for those who 
continue to serve today.

Thank You, Veterans!
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JD Rents/Outdoor 
and Power 
Equipment Inc  
727 W Main St.
John Day 
541-575-1156

Mobile Glass  
27825 Wilderness Rd.
John Day  
541-575-1055 
CCB#175517

Michael B. DesJardin 
Dentistry, PC
208 NW Canton St.
John Day 
541-575-2725

John Day Polaris
821 W Hwy. 26
John Day
541-575-0828
jdpolaris.com

Bank of Eastern 
Oregon
John Day
541-575-1862
Prairie City
541-820-3321

Grant County 
Building Supply
124 N Clark St.
Canyon City
541-575-3550

Mills Building 
Supply
751W.Main st.
John Day
541 575-1021

Gibco Ag & 
Industrial 
312 N Canyon City Blvd.
Canyon City 
541-575-2050

John Day Auto 
Parts NAPA
742 W Main St.
John Day
541-575-1850

Timber’s Bistro
742 W Main St.
John Day
541-575-0151

Jim Carpenter for 
Judge
541-792-0142
Paid for by Elect Jim 
Carpenter

Subway of John 
Day
121 S Canyon Blvd.
John Day
541-575-0782

Gardner 
Enterprises
195 NE 2nd Ave
John Day
541-575-1410

R&S Auto
603 W Main St.
John Day
541-575-1141

Solutions, CPAs
101 NE 1st Avenue
John Day
541-575-2717

Nydam’s Ace 
Hardware
652 W Main St.
John Day
541-575-0549

Malheur Lumber Co.
60339 Highway 26
John Day
541-575-2054

Jonna Joe’s Family 
Hair Care
112 N Canyon Blvd. 
John Day
541-575-5585

Radio Shack DP 
Home Entertainment
139 E Main St.
John Day
541-575-1637

Len’s Drug
120 E Main St.
John Day
541-575-0629

MD Enterprizes
116 N Clark
Canyon City
541-575-2010

Columbia Power
311 Wilson St.
Monument, OR
541-934-2311

Les Schwab Tire 
Center
551 W Main St. 
541-575-1346

1188 Brewing Co.
141 E Main St. 
John Day
541-575-1188

Duke Warner 
Realty
“Your professional Real 
Estate choice in Grant 
County”
Lori: 541-575-2617
Sally: 541-932-4493
Babette: 541-987-2363

Blue Mountain 
Eagle
195 N Canyon Blvd.
John Day
541-575-0710

Grant County 
Automotive
200 E Main St.
John Day
541-575-0211

Tidewater 
Contractors
John Day
541-932-4888

Land Title of Grant 
County
145 NE Dayton St. 
John Day
541-575-1529

1st Choice Auto 
Body
700 S Canyon Blvd.
John Day
541-575-1786


