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HOME & GARDEN

By Richard Hanners
Blue Mountain Eagle

T
he key to dealing with 
nuisance insect pests 
is to block their ac-

cess and remove their food 
source. In general, that 
means cleaning up around 
the home and sealing cracks 
and holes in the exterior of 
the home. One solution is 
use of a home barrier spray.

“You apply it every 
spring around windows and 
doors and even roof eaves,” 
said Billy Moon at Nydam’s 
Ace Hardware in John Day. 
“It will deal with stink bugs, 
those beetles that are com-
mon around here.”

The latest in insect con-
trol is the Bug-A-Salt 2.0. 
Resembling a Supersoaker 
in design but loaded with 
common table salt instead 
of water, the Bug-A-Salt 
turns insect hunting into a 
sport with a shotgun effect.

Ants
Ants enter homes through 

window and door frames 
or pipe and wiring chases. 
Homeowners should trim out-
door plantings away from the 
structure and keep landscap-
ing materials such as compost 
or bark mulch away from sid-
ing. Pesticide baits provide a 
good way to deal with ants 
already in the structure. 

Baits may require sev-
eral weeks to be effective. 
Over-the-counter pesticide 
sprays may cause ants to 
scatter throughout a home, 
and carpenter ants may not 
respond well to baits, so a 
licensed pest control pro-
fessional may be needed.

Wasps, 
yellowjackets  
and hornets

Wasps, yellowjackets 
and hornets can enter a 
structure through cracks 
and holes in the siding. Oth-
erwise, their nests will be 
visible attached to exterior 
siding, typically high up un-
der an eave. 

Wasps, yellowjackets 
and hornets are less active 
in the evening and early 
morning, when the air is 
cool and they usually return 
to their nests. That’s the 
best time for homeowners to 

hit the nests with a pesticide 
formulated for wasp nests 
contained in a high-pressure 
can that can spray for 20 

feet or more.
Homeowners are ad-

vised not to treat nests with 
any household chemicals 

or common fuels, such as 
bleach, gasoline or diesel, 
as these products are more 
toxic than most labeled pes-
ticides.

Ticks
Tick habitat near homes 

can be reduced by keep-
ing grass and weeds well 
trimmed. To estimate tick 
populations, drag a white 
cloth through vegetation 
and count the ticks that 
readily appear attached to 
the cloth.

Ticks that live off deer 
mice carry Lyme disease. 
Adult Rocky Mountain 
wood ticks live off larger 
mammals, including sheep 
and deer. Ticks attached to 
humans or pets should be 
removed quickly. 

Repellents containing 

diethyl toluamide (DEET) 
are effective against ticks. 
Around the home, tick pop-
ulations can be reduced by 
using residual insecticides.

Flies
Flies and mosquitoes 

will enter homes through 
open unscreened windows 
or doors — or holes in 
screens. Food sources and 
breeding areas can be re-
duced by keeping garbage 
cans sealed, removing ani-
mal refuse and eliminating 
outdoor objects that can 
hold small pools of wa-
ter, such as tires, pails and  
tarps.

Where fly populations 
are high, properly locat-
ed fly traps can be ef-
fective both indoors and  
outdoors. 

An outward-blowing fan 
placed near an open window 
or door can lessen the num-
ber of flies entering at that 
location.

Silverfish
Silverfish are wingless 

insects less than half an inch 
long with two long antennae 
and three long filaments at 
the tail and are commonly 
seen in homes with wood-
shake roofs. 

They prefer warmer lo-
cations, such as attics, but 
are associated with damp 
conditions found in base-
ments and bathrooms.

Reducing humidity can 
help eliminate silverfish. 
Household insecticides are 
effective if an infestation 
is not manageable by other 
means.

For more informa-
tion on dealing with nui-
sance insects, visit https://
pnwhandbooks.org/insect/
s t r u c t u r a l - h e a l t h / n u i -
sance-household.
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Billy Moon at Nydam’s Ace Hardware in John Day holds the latest in pest control, the Bug-A-Salt 2.0 gun, which 

shoots common table salt at nuisance insects. On the shelf are dozens of other sprays and powders for dealing with 

nuisance insects.

Nydam’s Ace Hardware in John Day offers a wide variety 

of solutions to nuisance insects, from long-range wasp 

sprays and hornet traps to foam spray for nests.
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our communities.
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Warm weather is here and many gf us will take tg the gutdggrs

fgr a variety gf activities. Oreggn Trail Electric wguld like tg

make certain these activities are safe, sg here are a few

safety tips tg keep in mind:

• Kites may sggn be filling the windy sky. Please

remind ygur ygungsters gf hgw tg fly their kites

safely by staying away frgm pgwer lines. Use

gnly dry cgttgn string, never fishing line, which

may cgntain metal. If ygur kite gets snagged gn

gverhead lines, dgn't try tg untangle it.

Call us at 1-866-430-4265.

• Call befgre ygu dig, it's the law!

Befgre digging hgles fgr trees,

fence pgsts, sprinkler  

systems gr gther items, 

Call 811.

• When wgrking gutdggrs, it's easy tg 

fgrget sgme pgtentially fatal hazards.

Overhead pgwer lines can be hazardgus

when trimming trees, climbing ladders gr

mgving irrigatign pipe. Be sure tg lggk up

and argund befgre ygu start any gf these

types gf prgjects.

Fgr mgre impgrtant safety infgrmatign,

visit www.gtecc.cgm

245 N Canyon City Bled. | Canyon City
541-575-2144 | Open Mon-Fri 8-4:30

After hours by appointment

Andy’s Plumbing 

& Sports

With the summer temperatures rising, water
conservation is important. Make sure you
aren’t wasting water with faucets or pipes.

Eeery Drop Counts

BowTech Equipment

PSE Equipment

27825 Wilderness Rd. • John Day
541-575-1055 • www.jeld-wen.com

Frame Your View
With Beautiful Windows

Mobile Glass 
of Oregon, Inc.

We sell and install entry and patio doors, too.
Call today to make an appointment.

CCB# 17551757220

Time for Time for 

some home some home 

improvements?improvements?

oldwestfcu.org • 888-575-0264

John Day

650 W Main
Burns

937 Oregon Ave

Baker City

2036 Broadway

Pendleton

301 Main Street

La Grande

3 Depot Street

Prairie City

162 W Front 

Hermiston

1739 N First Street

LLeett  uuss  hheellpp  yyoouu  mmaakkee  yyoouurr

ddrreeaamm  hhoommee  eeaassii llyy  bbeeccoommee  aa

rreeaall iittyy!!   AAppppllyy  ffoorr  aa  llooww  rraattee

hhoommee  iimmpprroovveemmeenntt  llooaann  ttooddaayy..

Dumpsters
available

Clark’s Disposal

Office hoursN

Monday-Friday

Noon – 3 p.m.

Transfer StationN

Thursday-Sunday

9 a.m. – 4N30 p.m.

541-575-0432

Recycling
Center

Serving John Day, Canyon City, Prairie City, Mt. Vernon & Dayville


