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Search and Rescue group
becoming more active

By Ramy Jisha
To the Blue Mountain Eagle

Since the search for the
missing boy July 22, there
has been increased interest
in our local Search and Res-
cue group. We have recently
been making some changes
to develop a group that is
more active. We are now
meeting and training every
second and fourth Satur-
day morning. For the loca-
tion, please contact either
the Grant County Sheriff’s
Office (in person or at 541-
575-1131), or Ramy Jisha at
541-575-0212.

In the last few months,
we have participated in sev-
eral trainings. We had a swift
water rescue class with Wil-
derness Rescue Internation-
al, and then we had trainers
from Emergency Response
International come and give
a three-day course where
we learned about the newest
scientific methods for search
management and search
techniques.

It was a great class that
covered a large variety of
information and gave a kick-
start to the current direction
we are taking.

Our goal is to develop
an active, effective Search
and Rescue team that can
be quickly and efficiently
deployed in a variety of set-
tings. Our goal is the incor-
poration and effective coor-
dination of many resources.
Some of the areas, in addi-
tion to traditional ground
search, that we are working
on developing are: swift
water rescue, search dogs,
mounted searchers, snow-
mobiles and person-track-
ing.

Even if you are not capa-
ble of participating in such
active endeavors, please
don’t think there is no place
for you in Search and Res-
cue.

Any time there is a
search going on, there is a
need for support personnel.

If you want to be involved
but are not physically capa-
ble of hiking long distances
through rough country, we
are working on organizing
the team so that there is an
auxiliary level of partici-
pation. Auxiliary members
perform such important
support services as assisting
with communication, orga-
nization and resource pro-
curement (food, water and
shelter for searchers, etc.)
in addition to anything else
needed to make it possible
for the team to perform to
the best of its abilities.

In order to become a
member of our Search and
Rescue team, please drop by
either the sheriff’s office in
Canyon City or you can talk
to Jisha at Canyon Creek
Veterinary Clinic, 813 S.
Canyon Blvd. in John Day.

At either place, you can
pick up a form to let us know
you are interested and get on
the contact list so you will
be kept up to date regarding
the team’s activities.

After you have attended a
few meetings, if you decide
you want to officially join
our team, there is an applica-
tion to fill out. A background
check is required before
membership will be granted.
If you have questions about
the process, please contact
the sherift’s office.

The office is located next
to the courthouse in Canyon
City.

In addition to the full
group meetings, we are go-
ing to begin meeting sepa-
rately for anyone interested
in trailing dogs.

If you have a dog and
would like to learn about
training for trailing, or you
would simply be interest-
ed in helping us train dogs,
please contact Jisha.

We can always use vol-
unteers who are willing to
lay trails or act as flankers,
the support person who goes
with the dog handler on a
search.
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From Pittsburgh to John Day

Experienced FNP
is new face at
health department

By Angel Carpenter
Blue Mountain Eagle

amily nurse practitioner
FJess Furka is a new face at

the Grant County Health
Department in John Day.

She settled in a few weeks
ago and said she’s enjoying the
small community, which is a big
change from her urban back-
ground.

Her most recent experience
as a family nurse practitioner
includes four years at the Chil-
dren’s Hospital Pittsburgh of the
University of Pittsburgh Medi-
cal Center and, previously, two
years at a walk-in clinic. She
also worked as a nurse for four
years at the children’s hospital.

She replaces Karen Triplett,
who retired in June and will
return in the fall to work at the
school-based health clinic at
Grant Union Junior-Senior High
School.

Furka and her fiance, Nate
Wilson, made the cross-country
trek to John Day in June.

Before moving, Furka said
she hadn’t been any farther west
than Kansas.

“So far, I really like it,” she
said. “All the people I've met
have been very friendly, and I
like the small-town feel.”

Furka said she and her fiance
enjoy hiking, biking and kaya-
king. Their excursions have in-
cluded a hike through the Paint-
ed Hills.

Wilson works remotely from
home as an international inte-
grator for SAP Ariba, a software
and information technology ser-
vices company.

Furka said she enjoys help-
ing patients of all ages, covering
everything from well-child ex-
ams to women’s health to gen-
eral medicine.
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Family nurse practitioner Jess Furka examines a patient Thursday at the Grant
County Health Department.

R

Joann Moles greets patients at the front desk at the
Grant County Health Department in John Day.

“I like meeting new people
and learning new things,” she
said. “It’s nice to see different
aspects of medicine. I've seen
little kids all the way up through
elderly. It challenges me, and |
like challenges.”

She added she especially
likes to assist patients with de-

pression and anxiety issues.

“I think it’s not talked about
enough,” she said.

Health department manager
Jessica Winegar said she’s heard
positive feedback from patients
about the new family nurse
practitioner.

“She’s a wonderful addition

The Grant County
Health Department

at 528 E. Main Ste. E
in John Day is open
with new hours of 7
a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1-6
p-m. Mondays through
Thursdays. Fridays, the
health department is
open 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
with a nurse available.

to the health clinic,” Winegar
said. “She has a calmness and
patience, with energy and youth
to meet the needs of our com-
munity.”

Nurse Nancy Jimenez said
Furka is thorough, efficient and
takes the time to listen to pa-
tients.

“The patients love her,” of-
fice support specialist Joanne
Moles added, “and she’s won-
derful to work with.”
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