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with a large Eastern Oregon
law firm. During my years
in Grant County, I have spent
a great deal of time involved
in numouris issues that in-
volved our forest. Working
with the Forest Service, in the
mid-seventies and early eight-
ies, writing the recreation pol-
icy for snowmobiles on the
forest. I have continued to
try and work with the Forest
Service on many other issues.
I have worked hard on forest
access. As part of my family
was involved in the logging
industry, I learned early on,
the importance of proper for-
est management and access to
our forest.

4. If elected, I will work
hard to move the Forest Com-
mission forward, stressing
to the commission, the im-
portance of better commu-
nication with the people, the
court and the Forest Service.
I will continue to work with
the new or old County Court.
I will continue try and work
with the Forest Service, on
forest management and for-
est access. 1 will listen to the
people of the county. I plan,
if elected, to give the people
of Grant County a VOICE on
forest issues that we are faced
with today and in the future.
I will continue to push the
investigation of the Canyon
Creek Complex fire forward.

King Williams

1. 1 am running for the
Grant County Public Forest
Commission acting with fel-
low commissioners on behalf
of the citizens of Grant Coun-
ty for the creation of policies
based on the principle of mul-
tiple use for management of
timber, grazing, mining, rec-
reation and maintenance of
aesthetic beauty of the land-
scape.

2. To provide input, with
the other Public Forest Com-
missioners, on natural re-
source management on our
public lands within Grant
County in order to protect the
economic well-being of the
citizens of Grant County and
improve the health of our for-
ests on all public lands within
Grant County.

3. I am a lifelong, 4th
generation resident of Grant
County with over 40 years of
experience in natural resource
management.

I have owned and for 19
years was the managing part-
ner in our family ranch in
Grant County.

7 years, with my partner,
as General Manager in a saw-
mill which purchased tim-
ber from public lands within
Grant County.

28 years as a natural re-
source consultant and re-
source economist for land
owners and land management
entities within Grant County,
Eastern Oregon, Washington
and Western Idaho providing
advice and management ser-
vice in areas including:

Public Land Use Restric-
tion analysis Wilderness
designations analysis

Timber Management and
Policies Livestock Man-
agement

Water Resources and Man-

agement Wildlife Man-
agement and Policies

County  Comprehensive
Planning Zoning Issues

I have served on the Grant
County Public Forest Com-
mission for the past 8 years.

I have worked for over 45
years to improve the economy
of Grant County and the eco-
logical health of the forests
within Grant County through
personal projects on my own
lands; input, comments and
testimony on many projects,
plans and proposals affect-
ing natural resources within
Grant County; and through
service on numerous boards
and committees within Grant
County.

4. As a member of the
Grant County Public Forest
Commission I would work on
all issues affecting the man-
agement and utilization of the
forests within Grant County
including:

(A) Development, re-
vision, implementation of the
Blue Mountain Forest Plan
Revision currently in process
of being released;

(B.) Analysis, com-
ments to and input on all land
and resource projects (tim-
ber sales, habitat restoration

projects, travel management
proposals, road closures, road
decommissioning, grazing is-
sues, and mining restrictions)
affecting the Malheur Na-
tional Forest, BLM managed
lands within Grant County,
lands managed by the various
State of Oregon entities which
manage lands within Grant
County and other federally
managed lands; and

(C) Analysis, com-
ments on and input on leg-
islation proposed by the US
Congress the Oregon State
Legislature which may have
impacts to the ecological
health of the forests within
Grant County and/or to the
economic well-being of the
citizens of Grant County.

In addition to the direct
input provided by the Grant
County Public Forest Com-
mission [ would encourage
my fellow commissioners to
provide similar advice, input
and recommendations to the
members of the Grant Coun-
ty Court on the relevant proj-
ects, plans and legislative ac-
tions considered by the Grant
County Public Forest Com-
mission.

PUBLIC FOREST
COMMISSION NO. 7

Larry Blasing

1. My name is Larry Blas-
ing and I am running for
Grant County Public Forest
Commission Position #7. [ am
the incumbent and have been
on the Commission for eight
years. Commission members
are elected by the citizens of
Grant County to serve as their
representatives to insure that
our public lands are managed
for both the economic and so-
cial benefits that we enjoy.

2. In the past, the U.S. For-
est Service (our largest public
land ownership) has failed
in it’s responsibilities to pro-
vide commercial timber for
our industries, the backbone
of Grant Counties economy.
They have also systematical-
ly ignored requests by Grant
County citizens to maintain
access for recreational oppor-
tunities that we enjoy.

3. 1 attended school in
Unity, Bates and Prairie City,
graduating from High School
in 1956. I graduated from Or-
egon State University in For-
est Management in 1964. My
professional career has been
in the forest products industry
with experience throughout
the Northwest, British Colum-
bia and Alaska. Basic experi-
ence has ranged from “dirt”
forestry to logging and saw-
mill manager. A large portion
of my career was representing
the forest products industry
in Montana, Idaho, north-
east Washington and Alaska.
This required involvement in
all manner of forest policy,
contract interpretation, forest
land use, research, forest pest
management, appeals, litiga-
tion and virtually any issue
that involved public forest
land management. I organized
local, state and national forest
products industry efforts that
dealt with specific issues of
concern. | frequently testified
on legislation at state and Con-
gressional levels and served
as industry spokesman with
print and TV media. More
recently I believe I made the
first phone calls to other mem-
bers of the commission that
resulted in the organization of
an Eastern Oregon response to
the disastrous Draft US Forest
Service Management Plan for
the Eastern Oregon Forests.
Members of the Commission
presented legal and technical
deficiencies in the Plan that
caused the Forest Service to
reconsider their position. Our
comments were used widely
by the public in their response
to the Plan.

4. The Grant County Pub-
lic Forest Commission while
being elected, is none the less
a volunteer group. Our abili-
ty to be effective is restricted
due to lack of budget and con-
flicts with other personal re-
sponsibilities of the members.

We could have a better
presence at hearings, appeals
and in extreme cases litiga-
tion where it is important to
Grant County. The Commis-
sion needs to continue to be
a voice for Grant County on
Forest Management issues
and to work with the County
Court to insure that our voice
is heard. We need to contin-
ue to work with the agencies
and various publics including
Blue Mountain Forest Part-

Dave Hannibal

ners to keep the management
of our public lands mov-
ing forward. The economic
and social interests of Grant
County are still our primary
responsibilities.

Jim Sproul

1. I am running for posi-
tion # 7 of the Grant County
Forest Commission as an4th
generation Grant County res-
ident. After the devastating
fires of the past several years
it has become evident that a
more aggressive management
of our natural resources must
be taken. This was the man-
date during formulation of the
Forest Commission.

2. 1 have chosen to run
because 1 believe that the
current position holder is not
representative of the best in-
terests of the citizens of Grant
County. Grant County is at a
crossroads in forest health and
management and I intend to
meet these issues head on.

3. I have a lifetime experi-
ence in natural resources as a
fourth generation rancher and
wish to pass on a better Grant
County to my children and
Grandchildren.

4. 1 believe that Grant
County residents deserve an
immediate investigation into
the Mason Springs and Berry
Creek fires as to early sup-
pression efforts and effects of
such actions therein. We need
to address the fine fuel com-
ponent of these restoration
projects which is a major
cause of these large fires and
is not being currently man-
aged properly. With increased
restoration come increased
grasses and fine fuels which
without increases in overall
grazing capacity causing ca-
tastrophes wild fires to occur.

PUBLIC FOREST
COMMISSION
ALTERNATE NO. 1

Dave Hannibal

1. I am running for the
Public Forest Commission
position 1A. I think the com-
mission can be important
counsel to the County Court
in reviewing forestry plans
and weighing in on matters
about roads and the econom-
ic impacts of proposed Forest
Service projects and other
forestry related plans being
considered.

2. 1 believe in engaging
the most current science and
blending that with the needs
of the County, engaging mul-
tiple points of view to come
up with the best possible rec-
ommendations. I think some
of the current commissioners
are coming at it from an ex-
tremist point of view witch is
non-productive.

3. 1 started in forest-
ry in 1980, prescribed fire
and wildfire in1986, I have
worked to advance in my
field and stay current with
science; I have traveled and
worked forest from Califor-
nia to Northern Montana and
across the Great Basin having
been based on the Malheur
since 1994. 1 served 7 years
on the Dayville Schoolboard,
ten years as a board member
for the Wildland Firefighter
Foundation, Co-founder of
the Grant County Off-Road
Association and  current-
ly Director-at-Large for the
Oregon State Snowmobile
Association | believe in life-
long learning and over the
last 10 years have accelerat-
ed that with my participation
in forestry collaboratives and
attending forestry seminars,
there is much new informa-
tion to be had today and I
consider today’s forestry to be
the most exciting and well-in-
formed of my career. I bring
17 years of boardroom expe-
rience, a good working under-
standing of meeting process,
human dynamics and a coop-
erative inclusive and positive
attitude. A healthy forest and
community takes much more
than cutting down trees and
sending them to the mill, [ can
bring understanding of the

David Thunell

service contract side which
is underrepresented and 1 am
very concerned with motor-
ized recreation on the forest
and advocate for access.

4. First address the Charter
passed by Grant County voters
in a time when the timber in-
dustry was brought to a stand-
still and times were bad, two
approaches were launched at
that time; the Public Forest
Commission and Collabo-
ration, the latter is currently
responsible for bring 4 mil-
lion per year into the Malheur
and an average timber harvest
around 70 M board feet per
year. | see no reason the PFC
is working against this effort,
both can be useful in the ef-
fort to better the County. The
PFC charter mandated Grant
County to take full control of
all the public lands within its
boundaries, create new rang-
er districts and take 100% of
the Forest Service firefighting
budget for ten years. That ob-
viously did not and will not
happen so it is time to re-in-
vent what the commission
does. This would be either
an effort of the commission
and County Court or a legal
and constitutional solution
created. The County Court
does and should weigh-in to
the Forest Service on planned
projects, as the members of
the Court (or the Sheriff) are
not forestry professionals, a
need exists to draw on the ex-
perience of this commission
to make recommendations.

Mike Smith

My background has been in
ranching and logging. [ have
served on the Grant County
Public Forest Commission for
many years and will continue
to advocate common-sense
solutions to problems within
the forests in Grant County. It
is imperative to keep the com-
mission as a grass roots entity
for the people and not for spe-
cial interest groups.

PUBLIC FOREST
COMMISSION
ALTERNATE NO. 2

Sam Palmer

From my years of experi-
ence in the woods I strongly
believe we are at a turning
point in our forests. If we do
not become responsible in
the stewardship necessary to
make the forest fire resistant,
we will continue to see fires
create destruction that will
take generations to renew. I
would like to be a part of the
Grant County Forest Commis-
sion that fulfills the mission
the citizens of Grant County
wanted when the commission
was formed. [ will listen to the
people and not special interest
groups in working with the
members to achieve a healthy
forest that creates employ-
ment and resources.

Russ Young

1. I am running for Grant
County Public Forest Com-
mission. [ feel that a public
forest commission that was
chartered by the citizens of
Grant County to give policy
recommendations and attempt
to influence project design on
the public lands in Grant Coun-
ty is of the utmost importance.

2. I am a life-long resident
of Grant County, have lived
and built a business here in the
logging, timber and ranching
industry. The economic and
social health of Grant County is
very important to me. The suc-
cess of natural resource man-
agement on the public lands is
the key to that success.

3. My father, Jack Young,
bought what became Iron Tri-
angle Logging from Edward
Hines Lumber Company in
1983. In 1997 1 bought the
company from my dad and
have grown the company to
currently employ over 100 em-
ployees including an oil com-
pany, logging side, road side,
and ranch.

Through our logging oper-
ations over the past 25 years
we have managed tens of thou-

sands of acres of both public
and private timberland and
know what it takes to success-
fully manage forests for eco-
nomic benefit and forest health.

Our ranch has grazing per-
mits and leases with both the
BLM and the USFS and I un-
derstand the importance of this
relationship for local ranchers,
the community and industry as
a whole.

My family and I recreate on
public lands in Grant County
and believe in continued access
to these lands for generations to
come.

I believe that the array of
Iron Triangle’s businesses in-
cluding our diverse employ-
ment base gives me a unique
perspective on what is import-
ant when it comes to how our
public lands should be man-
aged. I have always been will-
ing to listen to others and will
work together with the other
commissioners to help Grant
County be successful into the
future.

4. The public lands in Grant
County cover over 65% of the
land base. Every management
action that occurs on public
land is important. I would like
to work with the other public
forest commissioners to make
sure that the policy decisions
that are being recommended to
the government are good for the
citizens of Grant County and
for the forest. This can come in
the form of specific policy rec-
ommendations to the BLM, US
Forest Service or Congress but
can also be affected by a more
project by project involvement.
I would like to work with all
interested parties to help move
forest management in a direc-
tion that is more advantageous
to everyone.

We need to be treating more
acres and treating these acres
to a level that allows for more
economic benefit to the local
community as well as putting
the condition of the forest
back on a trajectory to with-
stand disease, drought and
forest fire. We also need to
keep a level of access across
our forests that allow for the
types of recreation that our
citizens love. These policies
will be based on proven sci-
ence and by working with
interested citizens for the best
outcomes.

PUBLIC FOREST
COMMISSION NO. 1

Dave Traylor

I am unapposed in the #1
position with the Grant Coun-
ty Public Forest Commission
and will be embarrassed if not
re-elected. With that said the
commission is at crossroads
where its effectiveness as a
voice of Grant County will be
compromised if people that
have a special interest to pro-
mote are elected. Carefully
consider candidates that rep-
resent a company or special
interest group and ask this
question. Will that individual
best represent Grant County
or themselves? Thank you
for your confidence and I will
continue to serve as best [ can.

PUBLIC FOREST
COMMISSION NO. 3

Tad Houpt

I have a lifetime in Forest
Resource management from
the ground up. I will continue
to serve the people of Grant
County as a voice that does
not have a personal motive
or governed by special inter-
est. We must have aggressive
stewardship that will be effec-
tive to promote forest health
and be fire resistant. Every-
one can benefit from that or
we stand by and watch our
forests destroyed by fire and
everyone and everything los-
es.

ASSESSOR

David Thunell

1. The Assessor is respon-
sible for locating, identifying,
inventorying, and valuing all
properties in the county. They
must also have the ability to
explain and defend each real
market and assessed value.
This position is important to
ensure fairness and equity for
all taxpayers in Grant County.

2. 1 believe that with the
experience I've gained as
Chief Appraiser over the past
11 years in the Assessor’s of-
fice I can offer Grant County
a qualified choice. I am com-
mitted to accuracy and love
this county in which I’ve lived
my entire life.

3. I was born and raised in
John Day and graduated from
Grant Union High School. For
several years 1 worked with
my father doing commercial
and residential construction
throughout the county. The
past 11 years I have worked
under Lane Burton and Karen
Officer in the Assessor’s office
as Chief Appraiser. During
this time some of my respon-
sibilities included: physically
inspecting all properties in the
county, answering taxpayer
questions, doing appraisal set-
ups, establishing real market
values for properties in the
county, etc. [ have worked
very hard to build a level of
trust between myself and the
taxpayers of Grant County
and will continue to do so.

4. As the Assessor’s office
is going through the transition
of losing two Assessors with-
in one year with a combined
experience of over 75 years
the challenge is a large one.
I am fortunate to be training
at this time under the current
Assessor to be ready for the
position and its demands. The
issues in the forefront will be
a rotation of positions due to
the retirement of two consec-
utive Assessors. We will all
be working hard to make the
transition as smooth as pos-
sible while learning new re-
sponsibilities. I look forward
to becoming the next Assessor
of Grant County and the chal-
lenges it will present.

SURVEYOR

Mike Springer

1. The County Surveyor
provides several important
services to the public, includ-
ing: reviewing and recording
maps and plats, making maps
and other documents avail-
able to the public, maintain-
ing Section and 1/4 Section
Corners and conducting court
ordered surveys. I also work
closely with other county de-
partments to provide informa-
tion when necessary.

2. Most Surveys have a di-
rect or indirect impact on pri-
vate landowners. It is essen-
tial that the public has access
to a complete and orderly set
of these records. I would like
to continue in my position as
County Surveyor in order to
provide the best possible ser-
vice to the public.

3. In 1998 I received my
bachelor of science in Land
Surveying from Oregon Insti-
tute of Technology in Klam-
ath Falls. That same year my
wife and I moved to John
Day where I began work for
Bagett, Griffith and Blackman
Surveying. At that time Bob
Bagett was the County Sur-
veyor as well as a partner in
his surveying firm. After four
years of being an intern and
continuing my education un-
der the guidance of Mr. Bag-
ett, I received my Profession-
al Land Surveyor’s license.
From about 2002 to 2008 I
was the deputy County Sur-
veyor. In 2008 I won the pri-
mary election for the position
of Grant County Surveyor and
began my term in 2009 when
Bob retired. That same year
Jason Hatfield and I started
Benchmark Land Surveying.
[ was re-elected as County
Surveyor in 2012 and in 2013
was selected by my peers to
be the Oregon County Sur-
veyor of the Year.

I think my experience as
a private surveyor and also
serving two terms as County
Surveyor makes me uniquely
qualified for this position. I
always strive to provide the
public and our clients with the
highest quality service I pos-
sibly can.

4. Along with my other re-
sponsibilities, there are two
primary areas where I’d like
to focus my attention in my
next term. First [ would like
to add more information to
the County Surveyor’s web
site. Currently users can view
or copy maps, land parti-
tion plats and corner resto-
ration records from the site.
I would like to complete the
addition of all our subdivi-
sion plats and possibly a few
other types of documents.
Secondly 1 will continue
the restoration and mainte-
nance of section corners and
1/4 corners throughout the
county with a particular I em-
phasis on corners that were
destroyed or damaged in the
Canyon Creek fire. In many
cases this involves evaluat-
ing bearing trees and setting
additional accessories.



