
Residents won’t 

see an increase 

in utility bill

By Robby Bullock
For the Blue Mountain Eagle

PRAIRIE CITY — Prairie 
City is about to get a sew-
er u gra e  an  o  ials say 
residents won’t see a rate in-
rease

The ity will re ei e a 
 illion loan and a 

 grant to i ro e 
its wastewater syste  ro  
the  e art ent o  Agri-
ulture Rural e elo ent  
tate ire tor i i al er 

said while isiting Thursday

Rural o unities a ross 
the ountry are a ed with the 
hallenges o  aintaining and 

u grading their in rastru -
ture  she said  This ro e t 
will ensure adequate utilities 
or Prairie City  rote t the 

en iron ent and hel  su ort 
the town’s sustained e ono -
i  itality

Rural e elo ent Co -
unity Progra  e ialist 
a onn M Elligott said the 
ity would be able to re  -

nan e its urrent sewer sys-
te  debt with the e art ent 
o  En iron ental uality at a 
low interest rate and a longer 
ter   years  to ini i e 
the ost to residents

Prairie City receives grant, 
loan for sewer upgradeBy Angel Carpenter

Blue Mountain Eagle

e ual assaults ha en e en in 
rural areas  but eo le an hel  the 
i ti s and redu e the re alen e

rant County e uty istri t At-
torney Matt I son said these ases do 
o ur here

rant County is not i une 
ro  this sort o  beha ior and ri e  

he said
I son and about  others arti i-

ated in a andlelight igil A ril  in 
ohn ay to raise awareness during 
e ual Assault Awareness Month 

and ational Child Abuse Pre ention 
Month

Andrea  er  dire tor o  the 
distri t attorney’s o  e’s i ti  as-
sistan e rogra  said awareness is 
i ortant

el  a ailable or i ti s o  se ual assault

The Eagle/Angel Carpenter

Deputy District Attorney Matt Ipson and victim 
assistance program director Andrea Officer 
are available at the Grant County Courthouse 
in Canyon City to offer assistance, answer 
questions and provide resources.
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T
hirteen natural eatures in rant County ha e 
been re-na ed  re la ing squaw  titles or 
new oni ers ro osed by the rant Coun-
ty Court and the Confederated Tribes of the 

atilla Indian Reser ation
The  Board on eogra hi  a es a ro ed the 

new na es A ril  The list in ludes eight ree s  one 
s ring  three eadows 
and one ro

Here are the new 
na es  along with their lo-
ations  na e origins and 
ariant na es  a ord-

ing to the  eologi-
al ur ey’s eogra hi  
a es Infor ation ys-

te

1. Škáypiya Creek

o ation   iles 
long  heads  iles north 
of Ha ilton   ows south-
east to the ohn ay Ri er

rigin  atilla or-
igin  re ortedly eans 
s irit

2. Little Škáypiya 
Creek

o ation   iles 
long   ows east then north 
into y iya Cree   

iles north of Ha ilton
rigin  atilla or-

igin  re ortedly eans 
s irit

3. Donaldson Rock

o ation  atilla 
ational Forest   iles 

southwest of Granite and 
 iles northwest of 

Bates  
rigin  George  

onaldson -  a 
lifeti e Grant County res-
ident and a id outdoors-

an  onaldson logged 
with horses and loaded 
logs ia narrow-gauge railroad  uring the e ression  
he wor ed with the Ci ilian Conser ation Cor s and 
later wor ed for the Forest er i e with ining and 

‘SQUAW’ NAMES REPLACED
Federal board a ro es  new na es for lo ations in Grant County

No. 11: Formerly Squaw Creek, now named Sharp 
Creek, crosses under County Road 60, as it 
flows from the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness 
northward toward Prairie City. The creek is one of 
13 natural features in Grant County with “squaw” 
titles that have received new names, approved by 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.  

The Eagle/Cheryl Hoefler

No. 10: A mass of shooting star wildflowers 
(dodecatheon meadia) can be seen each 
summer at this Grant County site, formerly 
known as Squaw Meadow. The site is now 
called Shootingstar Meadow.

Contributed photo

Alan Kenaga/EO Media Group

Source: U.S. Geologic Survey

Renamed areas

1.  Skáypiya Creek   
 (Squaw Creek)

2. Little Skáypiya Creek   
 (Little Squaw Creek)

3. Donaldson Rock   
 (Squaw Rock)

4.   Kúckuc Creek  
 (Squaw Creek)

5. Myrtle Spring  
 (Little Squaw Spring)

6. Wiwaanaytt Creek   
 (Squaw Creek)  

7. Wiwaanaytt Meadows   
 (Squaw Meadows)

8. Frosty Meadow 
 (Little Squaw Meadow)

9. Mona Creek  
 (Squaw Creek)

10. Shootingstar Meadow   
 (Squaw Meadow)

11. Sharp Creek  
 (Squaw Creek)

12. Wewa Creek  
 (Squaw Creek)

13. Goose Creek  
 (Squaw Creek)

10. SHOOTINGSTAR   
      MEADOW

Incumbent Chris Labhart faces challenge from Prairie City Mayor Jim Hamsher
By Sean Hart

Blue Mountain Eagle

Editor’s note: This article 
covers the county commis-
sioner position on the May 
primary ballot. The remain-
ing positions will be covered 
in next week’s Eagle.

Candidates ying for o-
sitions in the May ri ary 
e lained their latfor s at 
a foru  s onsored by the Mt  

ernon Grange aturday

Positions u  for ele tion in 
May in lude ounty o is-
sioner o   treasurer  asses-
sor  sur eyor and si  Publi  
Forest Co ission seats

Assessor andidate a-
id Thunell is running uno -
osed  as is sur eyor andi-

date Mi e ringer
Both andidates for o -

issioner o   in u bent 
Chris Labhart and Prairie City 
Mayor i  Ha sher  s o e at 
the foru  along with all four 

treasurer andidates  oug 
Carpenter, Julie Ellison, Tan-
di Mer ord and Mary ea er  
Most of the forest o is-
sion andidates spo e as well

County commissioner 
No. 2

Labhart said he graduated 
fro  Grant nion in , 
where he returned for a -
year tea hing areer after his 

-year reunion
He said ob retention, et-

erans, seniors and health are 
are his priorities

eniors o prise ore 
than  per ent of the oun-
ty’s population, he said, add-
ing he has isited e ery senior 
enter  He said there are ore 

than  eterans in the oun-
ty, and he has been wor ing to 
in rease the hours of the et-
erans ser i e of  er position

“Grant County is a great 
pla e to all ho e,  Labhart 
said, adding people should 

wor  together to i pro e it
Ha sher said his fa i-

ly o ed to the area in the 
s and he has li ed here 

his whole life
He said, if ele ted, he 

would hold town halls, listen 
to the people and a t a ord-
ing to the a ority’s wishes  

Ha sher said he wants to 
see the ounty sur i e and 
thri e  He said he would try 
to re o e hurdles fa ed by 
s all businesses to spur the 

e ono y, pro ide obs for 
younger people and o bat 
the shrin ing population

“The status quo isn’t wor -
ing,  he said

He said the Asso iation 
of Oregon Counties does not 
represent the rural ounties of 
Eastern Oregon and that he 
would try to start an asso i-
ation that in orporated rural 
ounties in Idaho, tah, e-
ada and Oregon

In the ne t round, Labhart 

County o issioner andidates spea  at foru

See HELP, Page A12 See GRANT, Page A12

See NAMES, Page A12

11. SHARP CREEK

See FORUM, Page A2


