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Opinion

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Replacing our 
County Court

To the Editor:
It’s almost voting, and we need to 

need to start replacing our County 

from wall to wall with county resi-
dents asking the county to institute an 
investigation of the Forest Service as 
to why many of us lost our homes in 

ple request coming out of the mouths 
of the many residents that helped put 

With a huge surplus of money in 
their coffers, it wouldn’t have hurt at 
all to help this county get some an-

It is really hard to stomach the 
fact that life seems to go on for the 
decision makers that cost us our home 

home after, to a home-cooked meal, a 

a meal in a restaurant, stayed at the 
house of a relative or friend or a mo-

And the County Court turned their 

es to a county that won’t even give us 

and a lot of others in replacing our 

Dean Elliott
Prairie City

An elected leader — 
protesting for all of us
To the Editor:

litia, self-declared “patriots,” rallied 
in front of the Harney County Court 
House to demand the resignation of 

ers, main street merchants, students, 
federal employees, retirees) and a 

dents formed a human wall in support 

climax of several hours of chanting 

At one point, a man among the 
pro-militiamen that I recognized as a 
friend of our county sheriff, stepped 

County United” signs, noted our 
names and with a threatening tone 
declared, “I promise you, this will go 
viral!” 

Looking out over the two groups, 

Later, I saw a photo of four people at 

pro-militia/occupiers protesters, and 
two were pro-“our own voice” for 

praying that wisdom prevails for the 

In a letter to the editor last week, 

26 community meeting at the Senior 
Center in John Day, where several 
militiamen from the refuge takeover 
were present and waiting for the Bun-

was not on duty) was holding a pro-

“America — a Nation of Laws” and 

How in the world is that trashing 

applauded for his leadership and his 
message of inclusiveness protected 

Palmer who was at that meeting, 

sociating with armed occupiers from 
the refuge who were involved in ille-

Kay Steele
Ritter

Consider the actions

To the Editor:
Loyalty to a friend is a good 

But those relationships do not mean 
that he is a good sheriff for the com-

reported in news articles in the Blue 
Mountain Eagle, the Oregonian and 
other state and national newspapers 

article, “DOJ Opens Case Against 
Palmer,” in the Blue Mountain 

Sheriff Palmer’s actions during his 

A second article in the same issue 
reports “Refuge Occupier Arrested 

Sheriff Palmer’s own actions 
and statements encourage militia 

County welcomes their anti-gov-

swore to “support the Constitutions 
of the United States and Oregon, 

Sheriff Palmer has chosen to 

ing so, he is putting the safety and 

Remaining silent is accepting this 

Adele and Mark Cerny
Bear Valley

Vote yes on 
Initiative 12-58
To the Editor:

juana and hemp legalization in our 

is a plant, and the fact is 74 percent 

Congress even placed marijua-
na on the same schedule drug as 
heroin, claiming it had no medical 

patients in 23 states for conducting 

erything from chronic pain to can-

politicians into making decisions that

to lose the most from marijuana and

Pharmaceutical sales of opiate pain

patients used marijuana, an inexpen-
sive pain reliever you can grow your-

Clothing made from hemp is far more 

long list of people who stand to lose 
from legalization of marijuana and

marijuana as a pain reliever, the uses

Damon Olson
Mt. Vernon

Forest partners and 
commission have 
same mission
To the Editor:

My BMFP work does not include

outside the county supports my cam-

ranchers, loggers, mill operators and

and other agency staff regularly par-

BMFP and PFC are hardly “po-

creating healthy forests and strong

BMFP and PFC do approach their 

spects the efforts of Malheur National
Forest staff who live in this coun-

BMFP is also solution oriented and

fective to work with the Forest Ser-
vice and other interested parties even

doesn’t have the same respect for the
Forest Service, and its approach to

And that is the important dif-

helped the Malheur increase the pace

yond what is happening on any other

has resulted in healthier forests, a

with more logs for area mills, reduced

enrollments in some school districts
and new interest in forest-related in-

is helping make good things happen

BMFP’s approach to creating
healthy forests and strong commu-

creating healthy forests and strong

ed, my intent is to help make PFC an 

Mark Webb
Mt Vernon

Fremaining candidates 

Democratic nominations for 

12-nation trade pact awaiting 

designed for China to come 
in, as they always do, through 

Hillary Clinton was for it, 
when she was secretary of 
state, and then was against it 

doesn’t meet her standard for 
providing Americans good-

Bernie Sanders has called it 
“a disastrous trade agreement 
designed to protect the interests 
of the largest multi-national 
corporations at the expense 
of workers, consumers, 
the environment and the 
foundations of American 

Only John Kasich, the long-

“critical” to creating economic 

Seven years in the 

dependent, especially in the 

Idaho and California export 

agricultural goods overseas, 

Mexico, Japan, Australia, 
Malaysia, Peru, Vietnam, Chile, 
Brunei, Singapore and New 

No trade deal is perfect, and 

one that give even proponents 

not imposed on signatories who 

We hope Congress will 

too caught up in election year 

Presidential 
politics run 
against TPP

GRANT COUNTY

� Grant County Courthouse — 201 
S. Humbolt St., Suite 280, Canyon City 
97820. Phone: 541-575-0059. Fax: 541-
575-2248.

� Canyon City — P.O. Box 276, Canyon 
City 97820. Phone: 541-575-0509. Fax: 
541-575-0515. Email: tocc1862@centu-
rylink.net.

� Dayville — P.O. Box 321, Dayville 
97825. Phone: 541-987-2188. Fax: 541-
987-2187. Email:dville@ortelco.net

� John Day — 450 E. Main St, John Day, 
97845. Phone: 541-575-0028. Fax: 541-
575-1721. Email: cityjd@centurytel.net.

� Long Creek — P.O. Box 489, Long 
Creek 97856. Phone: 541-421-3601. Fax: 
541-421-3075. Email: info@cityo  ong-
creek.com.

� Monument — P.O. Box 426, Monument 

97864. Phone and fax: 541-934-2025. 
Email:  cityofmonument@centurytel.net.

� Mt. Vernon — P.O. Box 647, Mt. 
Vernon 97865. Phone: 541-932-4688. Fax: 
541-932-4222. Email: cmtv@ortelco.net.

� Prairie City — P.O. Box 370, Prairie 
City 97869. Phone: 541-820-3605. Fax: 
820-3566. Email: pchall@ortelco.net.

� Seneca — P.O. Box 208, Seneca 
97873. Phone and fax: 541-542-2161. 
Email: senecaoregon@gmail.com. 

SALEM

� Gov. Kate Brown, D — 254 State 
Capitol, Salem 97310. Phone: 503-378-
3111. Fax: 503-378-6827. Website: www.
governor.state.or.us/governor.html.

� Oregon Legislature — State Capitol, 
Salem, 97310. Phone: (503) 986-1180. Web-
site: www. leg.state.or.us (includes Oregon 
Constitution and Oregon Revised Statutes).
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