
This rendering by Charles M. Russell 

depicts the Lewis and Clark Expedi-

tion (1804-06) meeting indigenous 

peoples on the Lower Columbia River.

1776 The Declaration of Indepen-

dence is signed. 

1781-1802 The states cede “western 

lands” to the central government to 

create the public domain.

1783 Treaty of Paris is signed; U.S. 

gains more than 270 million acres 

east of the Mississippi River, not 

including the original 13 colonies.

1785 The Land Ordinance is created 

to manage land growth and the legal 

sale and settlement of public lands.

1789 The U.S. Constitution gives 

Congress the “... power to dispose 

of and make all needful rules and 

regulations respecting the territory 

and other property belonging to the 

United States.”

1803 Louisiana 

Purchase nearly 

doubles the size 

of the U.S.; Ohio 

becomes the first 

state created 

from the public 

domain.

1804-06 Lewis and Clark Expedition.

1812 The General 

Land Office is 

created as a 

branch of the 

Treasury Dept. 

to administer and 

dispose of federal lands.

1819 Florida acquired through a 

treaty with Spain, adds more than 46 

million acres to the public domain.

1824 Office of Indian Affairs is 

established within the Department 

of War.

The Birth of a Nation

Our federal lands

Revolutionary War

War of 1812War of 1812

From conquest and treaty to conservation, the story of our public lands has been a contentious one. 

1775-83
Revolutionary War

1775-83

Thomas JeffersonThomas Jefferson

Sources: Congressional Research Service; U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management; USDA Forest Service; The Forest History Society; EO Media Group research Alan Kenaga/Capital Press

Next week: Westward expansion

First of a four-part series

Blue Mountain Eagle Wednesday, February 17, 2016 A9Special illustration

 Need help with auto insurance?
 Suspension, DUII, tickets, 

 no insurance?

 Let us at  Consumer Insurance Services
 get you going!

 Bend: 541-383-1733

 Toll Free: 1-888-898-sr22
 Redmond: 541-504-2134

 Training & 

 Employment 

 Consortium has 

 programs available to 

 assist youth ages 

 16-24 to finish their 

 secondary education 

 or assist in finding 

 employment. If 

 interested please 

 call Tonya Fox at 

 541-575-0251 

 to schedule

 an appointment. 

 530 E Main #5 

 John Day

 Robbins Farm

 Equipment   - Baker City

 3850 10th St.

 541-523-6377

 Robbins Farm

 Equipment   - La Grande

 10218 Wallowa Lake Hwy.

 541-963-6577

 Robbins Farm

 Equipment   - Burns

 1160 S. Egan

 541-573-6377

 Robbins Farm

 Equipment   - 

 Christmas Valley

 86812 Christmas Valley 

 Hwy.

 541-523-6377

 E VERYTHING   YOU   NEED E VERYTHING   YOU   NEED

 to get the  to get the 

 job   done job   done
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 YOU ARE IN GOOD HANDS.
 Your local Robbin’s Equipment has the parts you need 

 when you need them. Hardware, chain, batteries, tillage, 

 belts, cutting parts. We have the quality parts you need to 

 keep your equipment running smoothly during the 

 demanding harvest season.

 Highly trained service personnel at Robbin’s make it all 

 come together, so you can rest easy. Visit us and get the 

 parts and services you need to get the job done.

 Y our Rural Family Health Clinic

 • Primary Care
 • Acute Care
 • Women’s Health
   Exams
 • Men and
   Children Exams
 • Immunizations
 • Family Planning
 • Contraception Se
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 Grant County  Grant County  Grant County 

 HEALTH HEALTH HEALTH
 Department

 528 E. Main, St. E,

  John Day

 Grant County Health Department does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color,  national origin, 

 disability, or age in admission, treatment, or participation in its programs, services and activitie s, or in employment.

 • Pregnancy Testing &
    Referrals
 • HIV Testing &
   Referrals
 • Cacoon
 • WIC
 • High Risk Infants
 • Maternity Case
   Management

 Monday - Friday

 8am - 5pm

 Karen Triplett, FNP

 Appointments 

 available

 Call and schedule your 

 appointment today! 

 TOLL FREE

 888-443-9104 
 or  541-575-0429


