
Myriad of talents share facets of Christmas

By Angel Carpenter
Blue Mountain Eagle

JOHN DAY — An evening 
of musical talent was shared 
at the Youth Arts Program’s 
“Sounds of the Season” con-
cert held Dec. 11 at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church in John 
Day.

Presentations from three 
community choirs (ages 4-8, 
9-16 and 17 and up), small 
groups and soloists, ranged 
from fun, such as “Frosty 
the Snowman” and “Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree” to 
spiritual, including selections 
from Handel’s “Messiah” and 
“Sweet Little Jesus Boy.”

“The concert was a per-
fectly balanced blend of sec-

ular and sacred, vocal and in-
strumental and varying styles 
of music,” said Rebecca Bog-
ardus, director of YAP.

choir rehearsals start up again 

Jan. 2, and community choirs
start Jan. 19. For more infor-
mation on joining, volunteer-
ing or contributing to YAP,
contact Bogardus at 541-987-
2440.

Youth Arts Program presents 
‘Sounds of the Season’

Blue Mountain Eagle

SENECA — The audience 
at this year’s Seneca School 
Christmas program was trans-
ported 60 years back in time 

view of 1950s Seneca. 
In “Christmas Comes to 

Seneca,” students offered a 
musical production celebrat-
ing the community’s lumber 
and railroad heritage. 

The main story line was 
one of suspense, wondering 
if the train engine the Oregon 
and Northwestern 26 broken 
down at the end of the spur 
line would make it back into 
town for Christmas.

“Loggers,” stuck in the 
woods with the engine, per-
formed a rousing rendition 
of “Blue Christmas,” while 
sixth-grade girls, wearing red 
1950s-style dresses, sang their 
own wish in “Baby, Please 
Come Home.”

The “children,” students 
in grades K-4, sang “Where 
are you, Christmas?” as they 
wondered if Christmas would 
be the same without all the 

families together. 
The program closed 

with “Rockin’ on Top of the 
World,” a dance number cho-
reographed by Jessica Moore, 
which ended with four pyr-
amids, two round-offs and a 

School secretary Laurie 

Stinnett said the performance
went well.

“The word on the street was
that it was a top-notch perfor-
mance worthy of the long and
illustrious Seneca Christmas
program tradition,” she said.

According to Stinnett, one
lifelong resident said, “Long live
Seneca Christmas programs!”

Seneca celebrates a historical Christmas

By Angel Carpenter
Blue Mountain Eagle

DAYVILLE — Dayville
School had a variety of per-
formances from students at
the Dec. 16 Dayville Holi-
day Talent Show held at the
school.

It was a new approach to
their traditional Christmas
program, although it did in-
clude a visit from Santa Claus.

The entertainment came in
many forms, including a rock
band performance, instrumen-
tal solos and other musical
presentations, a dance routine,
rope tricks and a magic show.

“The students learned im-
portant performance skills
including ... how to use their
pre-performance jitters to en-
hance rather than detract from
their performance,” said coor-
dinator Rebecca Bogardus.

Dayville talents are a holiday hit

A18 Blue Mountain Eagle Wednesday, December 23, 2015

Humbolt 

students also 

perform concert

By Angel Carpenter
Blue Mountain Eagle

JOHN DAY — Christ-

Junior-Senior High School 

during the Dec. 15 winter con-
cert.

The highlight of the show 
was “On with the Snow,” 
which included a medley of 
traditional Christmas songs 
the choir sang with accompa-
niment from the senior band, 
directed by Mary Ann Vi-
dourek. The senior band also 
combined with the junior high 
band.

A special song performed 
by the choir was dedicated to 

AJ Dickens, who died Friday, 
Dec. 11.

Foreign exchange student 
Katja Köeneche helped teach 

to “Silent Night,” which they 
sang in remembrance of Dick-
ens.

Vidourek also direct-
ed Humbolt Elementary 

the Frozen Princess” concert 
with help from Samantha 

Grant Union 
entertains with 
traditional tunes
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The Grant Union Junior-Senior High School choir and band, directed 
by Mary Ann Vidourek, perform together at the school’s Dec. 15 winter 
concert.
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Dayville students perform in their Christmas talent 
show at the school.                               
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Seneca School presented “Christmas Comes 
to Seneca,” a historical and fictional tale of the 
community’s rich heritage, set in the 1950s. Back 
row, from left: Hayden Spencer, Grace Taylor, Eli 
Wright, Billy Radinovich, Raney Anderson, Madison
Metcalf and Tucker Wright. Front row, from left: 
Bridger Walker, Macy Carter, Audrey Walker, Lauryn 
Pettyjohn, Sage Browning, Hunter Noel, Kynlee 
Pettyjohn and Layla Wenick. 
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Megan Maxwell of John Day performs on trumpet, 
accompanied by Samantha Floyd of Canyon City, at 
the Youth Arts Program Christmas Concert Dec. 11 
in John Day.

Students learn 

the fun of 

performance

FACEBOOKERS:

Become an 
Eagle fan today!

Go to:
facebook.com/
MyEagleNews

Christmas

 Dinner is  Served!

 We invite you to relax 
 and enjoy our hand-cut 
 prime rib, along with all 
 the classic comfort foods 
 that make you feel right 
 at home.

 150 S Ingle St., Mt. Vernon

 541-932-4545

 Mon-Sat 7am-8pm, Sun 7am-5pm

Members of RMLS & COARMLS  www.rmls.com or www.coarmls.com

www.farmseller.com
www.eastoregonrealestate.com
www.oregonranchandhomes.com/dukewarner 

Wishing you an 

Old-fashioned

Country Christmas.

Your professional Real Estate choice in Grant County

We appreciate your business & support.

Lori Hickerson, Principal Broker, GRI
Office: 541-575-2617

ljh@ortelco.net

Babette Larson, Broker, GRI 
Office: 541-987-2363

ddwr@ortelco.net

Sally Knowles, Broker, GRI
Office: 541-932-4493

sknowles@ortelco.net

H14

LET ‘ER BUCK!
With this Special Holiday Offer for Pendleton Round-Up Fans

Get both 

Pendleton 
Round-Up at 
100: Oregon’s 

Legendary 
Rodeo

A Rodeo to 
Remember: 
The Centennial 
Pendleton 
Round-Up in 
Photos

AND

only

You’ll get more than 1,000 photographs, including rare 
images from family collections, a complete list of a century of 

rodeo winners and Round-Up royalty and a recap of the 
history of Eastern Oregon’s premier event.

Order Today! Call 800-882-6789 or email 
roundupbook@eomediagroup.com

$35
includes shipping and handling

 A TTENTION  G RANT  C OUNTY  

 V ETERANS :
 Did you know there may be VA benefits available for 

 you as a result of your spouses’ military service?

 See your Grant County Veteran Services
 Officer today for more information, 

 located at Grant County Court House.

 Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 10am-4pm by appointment.


