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any of the state tax revenue 
unless all four recreational 
marijuana business categories 
are allowed, but it has been 
mentioned in committee hear-
ings as something to discuss 
further. 

Chiapella said a county or 
city may charge a 3-percent 
local tax but only on retail 
marijuana sales — not grow-
ing, processing or wholesale 
operations.

Arguments for the ban
In June, Ferrioli sponsored 

legislation allowing govern-
ments to opt out of commer-
cial operations by Dec. 27 
if at least 55 percent of that 
county’s votes were against 
legalizing marijuana in 2014. 
The bill also allowed the gov-
ernments to enact a temporary 
ban and refer the matter to the 
voters in November 2016 for 
a nal decision.

At the second hearing on 
the ordinance to opt out — or 
ban commercial operations — 
Grant County Commissioner 
Boyd Britton, speaking as a 
citizen, said he believed the 
county should enact the ban 
while it has the opportunity. 

“If we don’t do it now, we 
can never revisit it,” Britton 
said, adding the county could 
opt back in later.

Britton said he did not be-
lieve marijuana operations 
would be bene cial for the 
community. Kimberly resi-
dent Leon Skiles said he con-
curred with Britton. 

Larry Vote, who owns a 
ranch in Kimberly, pointed out 
marijuana is still considered 
illegal by the federal govern-
ment. He said people can al-
ready grow and use marijuana 
for personal use, and he did 
not believe commercial oper-
ations were necessary.

Sharon Livingston, Long 
Creek, said the percentage of 
county residents who voted 
against legalization in 2014 
was signi cant and that the 

county should at least give the 
voters the opportunity to en-
act a ban in 2016.

County Judge Scott My-
ers said all eight counties ad-
jacent to Grant County had 
passed similar bans, and he 
did not want the county to be 
known as the hub for com-
mercial marijuana.

No one else at the hearing 
argued pot operations should 
be banned, but many said the 
county should allow at least 
some form of commercial op-
erations.

Arguments against the 
ban on growing

Several people at the hear-
ing stated their only request 
was for the county to allow 
the growing of marijuana — 
not retail sales. Jerry Russell, 
Kimberly, and Paul Cooper, 
Monument, who spoke at 
the rst hearing, reiterated 
their concerns that the county 
should not prohibit them from 
growing a crop the state con-
siders legal on their land.

Before the hearing, Tom 
Burns, who supervised the 
medical marijuana program at 
the Oregon Health Authority 
and spent six months direct-

ing the recreational marijua-
na program for the Oregon 
Liquor Control Commission, 
sent a letter to Myers on be-
half of Portland-based mar-
ijuana-growing company 
Chalice Farms. He wrote the 
farm supported the ban on re-
tailers, processors and whole-
salers, but the company has 
been legally growing medical 
marijuana in Grant County 
and desired to grow recre-
ational pot as well.

Burns attended the Dec. 9 
hearing and answered ques-
tions from the commission-
ers. He said the law requires 
24-hour video surveillance of 
grow sites and access roads 
and that police can enter the 
properties at any time with-
out notice. He said outdoor 
sites are limited to one acre 
and must be fully enclosed by 
a fence at least eight feet tall. 
He said OLCC will not grant 
a growing license unless the 
county has approved a land 
use compatibility statement, 
for which the county can add 
additional stipulations, such 
as security and size require-
ments. 

Burns said, in Portland, the 
application fee for the state-

ment alone is $4,000. Burns 
said, with a 3-percent tax, the 
county could collect about 
$58,500 per acre of marijua-
na grown annually, based on 
conservative estimates. He 
said Chalice Farms owns four 
tax lots in Grant County, each 
of which could have a one-
acre site. Further, he said each 
site would require about ve 
full-time employees — each 
of whom must pass a state 
background check — with 
an annual salary of about 
$25,000 each.

“Chalice Farms is going 
to sell their product in Port-
land and on the west side,” he 
said. “What you have in front 
of you now is an economic 

opportunity ... to say Grant 
County wants to allow grow-
ing of marijuana, growing in 
a process that Grant County 
governs and decides and con-
trols.”

On Dec. 14, Burns said, al-
though the county cannot di-
rectly tax marijuana growers, 
Chalice Farms would volun-
teer to pay a 3-percent fee to 
the county.

Arguments against the 
ban on dispensaries

Canyon City resident Eva 
Harris said, although she was 
a medical marijuana user, she 
was not there to argue on her 
own behalf. She said mari-
juana is easily accessible by 
young people in school but 
the unregulated and untested 
substance can be dangerous. 
If marijuana dispensaries 
were allowed, she said, the 
drug would be safer because it 
would be tested for mold and 
pesticides.

“We tried prohibition,” 
she said. “People did not stop 
drinking alcohol. They made 
it and poisoned themselves.”

Arguments against the 
ban on medical marijuana

Canyon City resident
Jerry Barrow said, with the
amount of time at the hear-
ing devoted to marijuana
growing, the forum appeared
to be driven by special inter-
ests.

“You’re throwing the
medical patients under the
bus,” he said.

At the previous hearing,
Barrow argued many older 
marijuana patients would be
forced to travel to Bend to
procure their medicine if the
county did not allow medical
dispensaries.

Janet Phillips said she
uses medical marijuana to
treat glaucoma and diabet-
ic neuropathy. She said she
must receive an annual veri-
fication of her illness from a
doctor to qualify for medical
marijuana.

“You just don’t under-
stand the medical side of it,”
she said. “I don’t take it so
I can get so high I can see
unicorns. I take it for glau-
coma.”
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Tom Burns, who supervised the medical marijuana 
program for the Oregon Health Authority and spent 
six months directing the recreational program for 
the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, answers 
questions from the County Commissioners at 
a public hearing about banning commercial 
marijuana operations at the Dec. 9 Grant County 
Court meeting.

Janet Phillips says she 
uses medical marijuana 
to treat glaucoma and 
diabetic neuropathy. 
She says the 
commissioners don’t 
seem to understand 
the medical uses of 
marijuana.
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STAR WARS: THE FORCE 

AWAKENS  PG-13

A continuation of the saga set thirty years 
after Star Wars: Episode VI - Return of 
the Jedi (1983).
FRI-THURS  (3:45)    6:45 9:35

ALVIN & THE 

CHIPMUNKS: THE ROAD 

CHIP  PG

The chipmunks try to stop Dave from 
proposing to his girlfriend.
FRI-THURS  (4:10)    7:10 9:40

BROOKLYN  PG-13

An Irish immigrant in Brooklyn in the 
1950s must choose between countries.
FRI-THURS  (4:00)    7:00 9:45

for Holiday Dining & Lodging
1188 Brewing 

Company
America’s Best 

Value Inn
The Austin House
Bed & Breakfast by 

the River
Best Western Motel
Boulder Creek 

Ranch
Budget 8 Motel
Dairy Queen
Dreamer’s Lodge 

Motel

Field’s Grass-Fed 
Beef

Figaro’s
Fish House Inn and 

RV Park
Grant County Senior 

Center
The Grubsteak 

Mining Co.
Historic Hotel Prairie
John Day Motel
John Day Valley 

Rentals
Lands Inn

Long Creek Lodge
Maria’s Traditional 

Mexican 
Restaurant

Monument Motel
The Outpost Pizza, 

Pub & Grill
The Oregon Hotel
Pine Shadows 

Getaway Resort
Squeeze In 

Restaurant
Subway of 

John Day

Grant County Chamber of Commerce
301 W. Main St. • John Day, OR 97845
541.575.0547
www.gcoregonlive.com 03044

LET ‘ER BUCK!
With this Special Holiday Offer for Pendleton Round-Up Fans

Get both 

Pendleton 
Round-Up at 
100: Oregon’s 

Legendary 
Rodeo

A Rodeo to 
Remember: 
The Centennial 
Pendleton 
Round-Up in 
Photos

AND

only

You’ll get more than 1,000 photographs, including rare 
images from family collections, a complete list of a century of 

rodeo winners and Round-Up royalty and a recap of the 
history of Eastern Oregon’s premier event.

Order Today! Call 800-882-6789 or email 
roundupbook@eomediagroup.com

$35
includes shipping and handling

 Vacant Council Position

 The City of Mount Vernon has a vacant position on the 

 Council. The Council is accepting applications to 

 fill this vacancy until January 11, 2016. 

 The term of this vacancy ends December 31, 2018.

 The applicant must be at least 18 years of age, a registered 

 voter and citizen of Mt. Vernon for 1 year or more.

 Applications are available at Mt. Vernon City Hall

 Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 This holiday season, 

 don’t let aches and 

 pains slow you down. 

 Our holistic, hands-on 

 approach to healing can 

 put an end to chronic 

 pain

 Call today to make an appointment

 541-575-1063

 Blue Mountain Chiropractic
 HEALTH CLINIC

 155 NW 1st Ave. • John Day


