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PRAIRIE CITY – Well, 
we are still here, praise the 
Lord. Thank you, firefight-
ers! We packed our bags and 
got items ready to put in the 
rigs, but it never happened. 
So on Sept. 2, I unpacked 
and put the bags back up-
stairs. Hope we don’t come 
that close again. 
Discovered the mon-

ey-raising project for bike 
helmets is called “Lids for 
Kids.” And we are not the 
only organization collecting 
money, so give where you 
can. Of course, my skate-
boarder would never wear 
a helmet. Bet his guardian 
angel has gray hair.
The free give-away sec-

tion had more zucchini – 
large and small – peppers, 
apples and face masks. 
Thank you, donors.
The set-up crew was one 

short, and the home deliv-
erers had a wide swath to 
cover. Barely made it back 
in time for dinner. Thanks to 
Buzz, Bruce and Joe for the 
unstinting performance of 
their volunteer duties. Then 
Buzz and Joe had to locate 
the source of a horrible 
odor. They were successful 
in that endeavor also, to the 
great relief of the kitchen 
crew. 
Levi Preston, here from 

California visiting his folks, 
won the $5 in trade donat-
ed by Prairie Hardware & 
Gifts. Bob Meador asked 
the blessing. Our volunteer 
servers were Sandi Ren-
nels, JoAnn Phippen, Caria 
Wright and Fran Bunch.

Cook Iva and helpers 
Donna and Pam served the 
meat pot pies from their 
rolling cart, while the serv-
ers brought out the rest of 
the meal: pineapple juice, 
cottage cheese, Waldorf 
salad, marinated cukes and 
rice/custard pudding for 
dessert. Bruce said it had 
been 60 years since he’d 
had rice pudding. 
It was delicious, as was 

the rest of the meal. I gave 
all the mushrooms in my 
pot pie to Wanda. Made her 
happy.
Lorna and Patty from 

Blue Mountain Care Cen-
ter brought Dorothy Blas-
ing, Lois Hill, Dollina 
Humphreys and Marilyn 
Randall. 
There were 75 names on 

the book.
My question for Soo is, 

have you caught the go-
pher? We have a neigh-
borhood skunk that takes 
strolls around the yards. 
Wasn’t bad enough to have 
the smell of smoke; he 
had to add his perfume, 
too. 
Our poor little bedroom 

window fan ran two days 
straight to keep the smoke 
exhausted from the house. 
Then it cooled off and I’ve 
had run the heater a little in 
the mornings. Never a dull 
moment.
“Alleluia! A Celebra-

tion of Praise and Worship” 
will be at 7 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 25, at the Prairie City 
Community Center. We 
have lots to be thankful for, 
right? 
I Thess. 1: 2, 3 “We give 

thanks to God always for 
you all, making mention of 
you in our prayers, remem-
bering ... your labor of love 
...”

JOHN DAY – Had a very 
small turnout on Aug. 31. 
Boy, you guys don’t know 
what you missed. We had 
chicken/bacon  quesadil-
las, refried beans, Spanish 
rice and Mexican corn sal-
ad. Top that off with Lisa’s 
homemade banana cake and 
you have a great meal. 
Rick Rhinehart and Al 

Altnow delivered 22 out-
side meals and eight frozen 
meals to shut-ins. Senior 
programs manager Veanne 
Weddle helped with deliv-
eries. Our greeters were 
Marianne Morris and Bil-
lie Bullard. Our servers 
were from First Christian 
Church. Alma Joslin led the 
flag salute, and Dale Sten-
nett asked the blessing. The 
Blue Mountain Care Cen-
ter gals, Lorna Askew and 
Shauntele Hicks, brought 
Marilyn Randall, Lois Hill 
and Donna Cox for lunch. 
We really enjoy these la-
dies.
Veanne announced we 

are low on take-home con-
tainers and also plastic 
bags. Please wash some up 
and bring them in. She also 
advises everyone to keep 
their phone chargers in their 
cars. You never know when 
you won’t have any power 
in your homes. 
Shauntele won the Len’s 

Drug certificate, and Deb-
bie Lambeth won the free 
meal.
On Sept. 3, we had ap-

proximately 56 diners at the 
Center, plus Jim Spell and 
Shay Lewis delivered 25 

meals to those who couldn’t 
come in. We had barbecued 
pork ribs with Shay’s home-
made apple butter barbecue 
sauce, cheesy potatoes au 
gratin, oven roasted corn on 
the cob, pears, homemade 
dinner rolls and for dessert, 
birthday cake.
The entrée was furnished 

by Tootie Cernazanu in 
memory of her late husband 
Jim. The birthday cake was 
baked by Chester’s Thrift-
way, and furnished by Dris-
kell Memorial Chapel, rep-
resented by Jackie Osborne.
At the desk were Mar-

ianne Morris and David 
Pasko. Our servers were 
from St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church. Jim Spell led the 
flag salute, and Beth Spell 
asked the blessing. Lisa 
Periera set the tables. Ron 
Dowse did the announcing 
in Veanne’s absence. He an-
nounced there is bingo here 
every Thursday after lunch. 
There will be a build-

your-budget presentation at 
the Old West Federal Cred-
it Union from noon-2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 14. 
September birthdays are 

Marianne Morris, Margaret 
Glass and Don Porter.
Sharon Smith won the 

Chester’s gift certificate 
and Everett Swayne won 
the lunch for two at Valley 
View.
Lunch on Thursday, Sept. 

10, will be “gold miner’s 
chicken,” served with rice 
pilaf and who knows what 
else. We also have some sort 
of surprise.
John 20:31 “But these 

are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believ-
ing in Him you will have 
life.”

MONUMENT – Dare I 
say that we got a glimpse of 
what this winter is going to 
be like?
We woke up to our house 

being 66 degrees F. one day 
this past week. I even heard 
some people turned on the 
heat in their house. Wow! 
Are we not still in summer? 
My hubby showed me a lit-
tle article that said it actually 
snowed in John Day? What? 
Praise the Lord! The rain and 
snow to help stop the fire, 
in the middle of September 
– God is good, all the time. 
Coincidence? I think not. 
The breakfast fundraiser 

by the 4-H group raised over 
$1,000 for the  re victims. We 
thank the group and the peo-
ple who came out in support. 
The women’s get-togeth-

er for sewing quilts will be 
at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
10. We have changed the 
venue; it will most likely be 
at Monument Bible Fellow-
ship in Monument. We will 
sew and tie quilts for people 
in John Day, Prairie City and 
Canyon City who lost every-
thing in the recent fires, to 
show them that we love and 
care for them, and mourn 
with them through their tri-
als and loss. If you can, we 

hope you can join us.
Our Sept. 1 lunch had

54 guests and three take-
outs. Our greeters were Bob
Blakeslee, Jimmy Cole and
Marva Walker. Bob led the
flag salute, and Bodean An-
derson prayed the blessing
over the meal. Our wonder-
ful cooks whipped up all 
kinds of different and tasty
pizza. We had a nice green
salad to go along with the
pizza, sliced pears and choc-
olate chip cookies for des-
sert. Sharon Falls won the 
Chester’s gift card, Donna
Campbell won the Len’s gift
card and Sylvia Cockrell
won a free meal. We thank
Chester’s and Len’s for their
generous support. 
I hope my tomatoes will

finally start to turn red this
week because I’ve heard we
are supposed to hit the 90s
around Thursday. Crazy! 
Maybe all this drastic

change in weather over short
periods of time has contrib-
uted to my cold. I hope I
can keep up. I planted some
trees thinking there might be
a sudden freeze. I guess it
pushed me to get things done
which might otherwise have
been delayed. 
Isaiah 55:7 “Let the 

wicked forsake his way, And
the unrighteous man his
thoughts: And let him re-
turn unto the LORD, and he
will have mercy upon him;
And to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon.”
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