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INITIATIVE ^REFERENDUM

A shrt explanation of an imprt- 
ant Reform being Advocated 

in Oregon-Law-making 
By the People.
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This is not in any sense a parti
san question, nor the property of 
any party. It was proposed in 
Oregon and has been supported by 
a union of the Stat.3 Farmers’ Al | 
liancc, Slate Grange, Knights of i 
Labor, Portland Federated Trades . 
and Portland Central Labor Coun-1 rea"v K°*ern.
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94 against it. C* ‘ 
votes cast when these re
elected the 193 received a trill. 
3.000,000, while the 9.000000 
cast for the minority. ' 
what can be done under our 
svstem.

The Initiative and Referendums 
the only practical plan thus fir 
made by which the majority does 

It is the only peace
able way to obtain an undisputalile 
expression of the will of the people 
on any question.

This system is not wholly new in 
the United States as will he sh iwn 
hereafter.

oil. Money for the work has been 
supplied by these organizations and 

>v republicans, democrats and peo 
pie’s partv men individually.

In case of urgency, if enough pe 
litioners Jim be obtained a special 

It ctiuii may be held to enact or re 
peal a law, but there has never 
>een good reason for this as to a 

law made by the people. In our 
>wn country the only excuse for 
•pecial sessions has been to correct 

-.-vil class l> gislation.
. Wiifh all the citizens make the 

law, ami the vote of one counts for 
as much as any other, class legisla- 

ioii must cease, because no class 
>s strong enough to overrule all 
e her classes at the ballot box. 
¡’tie mechanics and laborers on the 
f.iii. and in the city will have a 
power in law making that must be 
I it

Th ' tax payers instead of the 
tax-eaters will fix the amount of 
itrdic expenses. Under the pres- 
nt system it is not so. When the 

■ ppiopriatioii bills come up all 
| partisanship disappears. Republic 

ins and democrats are almost a 
| unit f.»r everything in sight, from 

r handle pocket knives to 
• ranch asylums, and a populist 

draws mileage to go home via. ¡San 
Francisco.
(gainst the tax pavers, 
he power and we foot the bills.

Some men say that the people 
too ignorant to v'>te wisely on 
laws that may be submitted, 

b i ne have yet to hear any man 
peak ot himself as one of that lg 
•«•rant class.

e progress of the Swiss under 
Initiative and Referendum is 

mazing, l'heir experience proves 
that "the wisdom of the whole pro
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INITIATIVE & REFERENDUM

Showing that the System is in 
Vogue to a Limited extent in 

Nearly Ever State 
the Union.
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The Initiative, by which 
per cent of the voters are 
ti bring a propost d law to a vote of 
the people without the consent of 
the legislature, is not provided for 
by the Ibwb of any state.

The Referendum, by which all 
laws proposed l>v the legislative 
body are approved or vetoed bv the 
people at the ballot-box is applied 
to constitutional amendments in 
every state except Delaware.

Oregon’s constitution provide» 
that laws locating the state capitol, 
county seats, and some other nut
ters. may take effect or 
the vote of the electors
The issuing of bonds by cities, 
counties and districts, locating the 

As tax-eaters they are’capitol and county seats, and oth»r 
They have 1 minor matters have been decided 

| by the Referendum in Oregon.. 
■ Its operation so far has been most 
.satisfactory. But all the must 
important legislation, appropria
tions and salaries has been kept in 
the power of the legislative bodies 
or some special ‘•commission.”

The legislatures of many states 
have at times applied the Referen
dum or asked for an advisory vote 
on a proposition the politicians were 
afraid of. Such was the submis
sion of the Chinese question to the 
voters of California in 1876, “Just 
to quiet the hoodlum element,” but 
out of 160.000 votes onlv 800 favor
ed the Chinese. Since then the 

I onlv question on the coast has been 
ias to the 
to do the 
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po-ttl lacilities are unequal«d 
and t .eir re-.lorn fn.in financial 
p nic- ai d social <listurt>aiices is 
pir «early noticeal.le. 
are unknown. Their 
g1 ts onlj 43COO a year, 
oth r officials r**c«ive 
112 A), while for local officers $400 
is a hiL’h sdViry. The low »a ari«-s 
ami .-lose watch over public exp-n 
ditnres destroys the great thirst 
t r public office from which we 
imff r.

Bv the Referendum none of these

Trumps 
president 
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more than

form of the law neet-ss.jyv 
work. The last legisla- 
California referred ni"® 
proposal* tn the people, 
were voted on at the la-*t 

Sever, were 
rejected, 

the vole ranging from 14 to 1 down 
io a majority of 5704 Over 200.- 
<HM> vot« • were east, and while 70,- 
OOO w h<> voted for presidential elect
ors did not vote on the laws, we 
must remember that no statement 
as to the effect of the law. and rra- 
sons for and against its enactment, 
was presented to enable the voter« 
to make an intelligent decision UP" 
on their respective merits. Although 
the vok-e of the press was raised 
agom*t some of the good laws «nd 
in favor of others that were question'* 
able, the voters separated the g<»od 
from the bad in a manner that 
_______________• answer the silly ,,|h" 

“It s loo compli-

I ironi til« i>ati 
' should forever 
jjections we hear,
I rated,” “The masses are too ignor- 

... , ant.” and "The people are not in-
le« can make a law, raise their tercsted in such things ”

W44rs. or appropriate more than I To bk continued.
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